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THE  GRAHAM  BUST 


In  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  of  jSTorth  Carolina  are  eight 
niches,  designed  to  hold  the  busts  and  statues  of  eight  of  the 
eminent  sons  of  the  State,  Completed  nearly  three-quarters 
of  a  century  ago,  these  niches  remained  empty  until  1910, 
silently  protesting  against  the  failure  of  the  State  to  perform 
one  of  her  highest  and  most  important  duties,  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  memories  of  the  founders  and  builders  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Convinced  that  the  State  was  unconsciously  doing  herself 
a  serious  injustice  by  her  negligence,  the  N^orth  Carolina 
Historical  Commission,  charged  with  the  duty  of  preserving 
the  history  of  the  State,  on  October  23,  1907,  adopted  the 
following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  set 
aside  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Commission,  to  be  expended 
for  a  marble  bust  of  William  A.  Graham,  to  be  set  up  in  one 
of  the  niches  in  the  rotunda  of  the  State  Capitol,  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  have  the  bust  executed  in  the  best 
manner  by  some  reputable  sculptor,  as  soon  as  possible." 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution  a  contract  was  made 
with  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Ruckstuhl,  of  New  York,  who  exe- 
cuted the  bust  and  delivered  it  to  the  North  Carolina  His- 
torical Commission  in  December,  1909.  Upon  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Historical  Commission,  Messrs.  Frank  Nash  and 
Thomas  W.  Mason  consented  to  deliver  addresses  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  unveiling.  On  the  evening  of  January  12, 
1910,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  the  members 
of  the  State  Historical  Commission,  the  members  of  the  Gra- 
ham family,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  North  Carolina, 
and  a  large  audience,  the  bust  was  set  up  in  the  northwestern 
niche  of  the  rotunda  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Capitol,  and 
unveiled  by  Master  William  A.  Graham,  Junior,  the  Fourth. 
The  ceremonies  of  the  occasion  consisted  in  the  delivery  of 
the  addresses  printed  in  this  bulletin. 


INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS 


BY  J.   BRYAN  GRIMES 

Chairman  of  the  North  Cartjlina  Historical  Commission 


Jjtd'ics  (111(1  (jC)ith  ntrn  : 

North  Carolinians  have  been  careleso  in  preserving  their 
histoi'v.  and  that  we  have  been  negk-eteJ,  and  in  some  eases 
have  been  misrepresented  by  historians  of  the  country,  has 
been  hirgely  our  own  fault.  We  mnst  rememlier  that  to 
I'eeeive  proper  credits  we  must  keep  our  own  accounts.  ^^  e 
ha\('  been  lacking  in  xlf-appreciation  and  Avanting  in  a 
})ropcr  State  ])ride.  whieh  is  to  some  extent  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  Avere  ignorant  of  the  accomplishments  and  heroic 
deeds  of  our  own  ])eo]ile. 

The  Xoi'th  Carolina  lli>loi'ical  ( \immissi(.iu  is  coHeeting 
from  evei'v  a\'ailable  sdurce  dala  and  records  pertaining  to 
the  history  of  Xi>rth  ('aroliua.  and  stimulating  and  enconr- 
aging  historical  investigation  and  research  in  every  way  in 
its  power,  and  now  our  hi>ioi'y  is  being  more  thoroughly 
studied  and  written  than  e\er  l)efore.  The  State  Historical 
( "onimissidu  believes  ihat  one  ni  th(^  most  powerful  stimu- 
lanis  in  arousing  State  pride  and  pi'oper  appreciation  of  our 
own  great  men  is  to  be  found,  not  merely  in  recording  their 
great  deeds,  but  also  in  pi'cserving  their  forms  and  features 
in  marble  and  in  bronze.  Inaugurating  this  movement, 
therefore,  the  Statt^  Historical  Commission  will  unveil  this 
( \-ening  a  marble  bust  of  one  of  the  great(^st  of  Carolinians — 
William  A.  Graham. 

Accordingly  the  Commission  has  invited  a  scholar  and  his- 
torian, Mr.  Frank  Xash.  to  address  you  upon  the  life  and 
services  of  Governor  Graham,  and  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Mason, 
who,  as  soldier,  statesman  and  orator,  is  known  and  beloved 
by  all  I^orth  Carolinians,  to  speak  upon  the  "Value  of  His- 
torical Memorials  A..mong  a  T)emocratic  People." 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  GRAHAM 


BY  FRANK   NASH 


INTRODUCTION 

"  Office  is  the  most  natural  and  proper  spliere  of  a  public  man's  ambi- 
tion, as  that  in  which  he  can  most  freely  use  his  powers  for  the  common 
good  of  his  country'. " — Lord  Pabnerston. 

Ill  recent  years  it  has  l)een  the  endeavor  of  some  writers  to 
strain  the  facts  of  history  a  little  in  order  that  North  Caro- 
lina may  appear  to  have  been  first  in  some  great  political, 
or  other,  movement.  This  not  only  makes  our  State  motto 
an  hypocrisy,  but  it  has  no  sound  moral  basis,  is  untrue  in 
fact,  and  is  foolish  from  the  standpoint  of  philosophy.  That 
she  was  first  at  Bethel  was  an  accident ;  that  she  was  farthest 
at  Gettysburg'  and  last  at  Appomattox,  means  daring,  but 
steady,  courage  and  staunch  unfailing  fidelity.  Indeed  the 
things  in  which  she  was  last  have  done  her  more  credit  than 
those  in  which  she  was  first.  I  do  not  like  to  think  of  her 
as  a  meretricious,  volatile,  impulsive  figure,  but  as  a  noble, 
t^teadfast  one,  unadorned  (certainly  by  gewgaws  and  jim- 
cracks),  and  like  the  ]\[other  of  the  Gracchi  pointing  to  her 
sons  as  her  jewels.  Certainly  she  has  a  right  to  be  proud  of 
them,  for,  at  no  time  from  the  days  of  Glasgow  to  the  days 
of  the  Carpetbagger  and  from  the  days  of  the  Carpetbagger 
to  the  present,  did  any  of  these  sons  prey  upon  her.  Pecula- 
tion and  fraud  in  public  life  may  have  existed  elsewhere, 
but  not  in  l^orth  Carolina. 

In  this  paper  I  try  to  depict  one  of  those  sons  as  the  most 
prominent  figure  amid  the  scenes  in  which  he  lived  and 
worked,  and  in  the  company  of  those  who  lived  and  worked 
with  him.  I  want,  too,  to  show  what  he  was  and  what  he 
stood  for,  as  well  as  what  he  did,  for  it  is  not  so  much  the 
material  as  it  is  the  spiritual,  thai  gives  to  men  real  power 
and  renders  them  immortal.     N'ot  that  activity  and  energy 
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are  to  1)C'  niiitciniKMl.  far  from  it — slothful  in  business  can 
never  lie  prcdicatf(]  of  the  truly  great  and  good — but  because 
it  is  the  subtle  and  silent,  but  pervading,  influence  of  cLar- 
aeter.  only,  that  give-  action,  force  and  etficiency  for  good. 
The  -toi'v  of  AVilliani  A.  Graham's  life  is  well  worth  the 
telling  for  what  he  diil.  but  niueh  more  for  what  he  was. 
Th.e  writer  i-^  \'ery  conscious  that  it  has  not  been  told  ade- 
qinUely  in  the  following  ])ages.  The  tinal  word  ab()ut  him 
can  not  be  >aid  until  his  literary  remains  are  collected  and 
])ublislie(l  with  his  eorrespondenee. 

HIS  ANTECEDEINTS 
William  A.  (irahani  wa^  no  less  fortunate  in  the  race  from 
which  he  sprang  than  in  hi-  immediate  ancestry.  The  Scotch 
Presbyterians.  h:)cated  in  [reland  by  James  I.  and  the  Eng'- 
li-h  by  Cromwell,  made  that  composite  race  which  has  l)een 
for  some  time  kn(:)wn  to  history  as  the  iScotch-Irish.  During 
three  or  four  generations  they  li\'ed  in  Ireland  among  a  ]K'o])le 
hostile  in  faith  and  diffei'ing  in  language,  in  ideals,  in  aims 
and  in  temperament.  The  Saxon  was  the  re])resentati\e  of  a 
stern,  unyielding,  but  essentially  uplifting  Calvini-m.  while 
the  ('('It  wa<  the  representati\-e  of  all  the  super^titictn  and 
ignorance  of  an  unenlightene^l  Itonnmism.  The  one  had  a 
faith  so  clear,  so  earnest,  so  vital  that,  in  his  worship  he  dis- 
cai'ded  nearly  all  synd)ol,  while  the  other's  faith  was  so 
obscured  by  false  conce]>ti(Uis  that  oidy  a  sensuous  and  sym- 
l)oli(^  worship  coidd  appeal  to  his  inferior  nattire  :  the  one, 
even  indiis  su]M'rstitions,  dealing  only  with  things  supernal, 
while  the  other  made  to  himself  graven  images,  likenesses  of 
things  in  heaven  above  and  in  the  earth  beneath,  and  bowed 
down  to  them  and  worshiped  them;  the  one  industrious  and 
thrifty,  doing  with  all  his  might  what  his  hands  found  to  do, 
the  other  thriftless,  industrious  only  liy  fits  and  starts,  con- 
tent, in  the  midst  of  degrading  poverty,  to  live  among  swine 
and  fowls ;  the  one  sensitive  about  his  rights,  and  ready  in  the 
fear  of  God  to  defend  them  with  a  calm,  cool,  unflinching 
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courage;  the  otb(M\  a  serf  to  his  lord,  a  ehihl  to  his  priest,  a 
willing  servant  to  his  friend  and  a  savage  to  his  foe,  his  emo- 
tions a  sensitive  harp  that  responded  to  every  wind  of  passion/ 

What  wonder  that  the  contact  of  two  such  races  should 
result  only  in  an  antagonism  which  manifested  itself,  on 
occasions,  in  murders,  in  riots  and  in  relentless  warfare! 
But  all  this  was  to  the  Saxon  a  tonic,  stimulating  his  intel- 
lectual, moral  and  physical  development,  making  him  the 
bolder,  the  more  watchful,  the  more  self-reliant.  lie  was  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  hut  it  was  a  militant  and 
dominant  minority.  So  little  brought  in  contact  with  the 
English  government  was  he,  that  he  was  fast  becoming  repul> 
lican  in  his  political  ideals.  Kings  and  governors  were  kings 
an.d  governors  to  him  oidy  so  long  as  they  obeyed  the  laws 
and  were  faithful  to  the  rights  of  the  people.  Otherwise  he 
cared  nothing  for  them.  His  liberty  consisted  in  laws  made 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  and  the  due  execution  of  those 
laws.  He  was  free  not  from  the  law  but  by  the  law.  So 
these  English  and  Scotch  Protestants  in  Ireland,  these  Sax- 
ons in  Celt  land,  were,  in  their  dealings  with  the  Irish  uncon- 
sciously fitting  themselves  for  their  greater  work  in  .\merica. 
It  was,  so  to  say,  a  forty  years  sojourn  in  the  wilderness  in 
preparation  for  the  land  oi  Canaan,  and  they  entered  that 
land  strong  in  the  holy  confidence  that,  "^'the  Lord,  He  it  is 
that  doth  go  before  thee ;  He  will  be  with  thee ;  He  will  not 
fail  thee,  neither  forsake  thee  ;  fear  not,  neither  be  dismayed." 

Of  this  sturdy  and  virile  race  was  James  Graham,  who  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in  1733,  migrated  from  County 
Down,  Ireland,  to  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  the  widow  Mary  Bar- 
ber, and  died  in  1763.  By  the  last  marriage  there  were  five 
children.  In  1768  Mrs.  Graham,  wdth  her  children,  coming 
by  sea  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  thence  across  country,  located  in 
Mecklenburg  County,  X.  C.     In  1771  she  purchased  a  tract 


'It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Irish  of  the  17th  century  had  only  reached  a  stage  of 
racial  development,  through  which  their  Saxon  foes  had  passed  200  years  before.  So  this 
parallel  has  to  do  only  with  such  developments,  and  not  at  all  with  racial  capabilities 
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of  laial  (•(*]ii;iiiiii;_a'  two  liiiiiilnd  -acvv^  within  three  miles  of 
the  then  little  hamlet  of  C'harlMiu.  Most  of  these  Scotch- 
Irish,  and  there  Avere  many  nf  them,  migrated  from  Penn- 
sylvania sonth  in  seareh  of  fei'tile  lands  in  a  milder  climate. 
It  i^  ])rolialile  that  this  \va-  ^Iv-.  Graham's  motive,  indnc(d 
ihei'cio  also  1)y  the  fart  tliat  niaiiv  of  her  nciaiiljors  and 
friend-  had  prece(led  her.  Slu'  must  huxv  heen  a  woman  of 
reniarkahlc  (onraae  and  -ti'eiigth  of  character  to  uiKlci'take 
this  ]oii!l;'.  tidious  and  dangerons  journey  with  six  yoima" 
c]ii]dr(  ji.  the  yoimcest  scarc-ely  mors'  than  four  years  of  age. 
Xo  doMiit  she  selected  the  actual  location  witli  a  view  to  the 
religions  and  educational  ])ri\'ileges  convenient  to  it.  John 
Frohock.  .Miraham  Alexandei'  and  Thomas  Polk  liad  already 
laid  off  the  town  rif  Charlotte  into  o(>0  half-acre  lots,  and  on 
Some  (d'  these  gi~)od.  hahitahle  houses  had  l)een  erected.  Eighty 
lots  had  l)een  sold  and  must  he  hnilt  upon  within  three  years, 
nnder  ]»ain  of  forfeiture.^  So  with  the  cotirt-honse.  prison  and 
stocks  there,  with  tradesnnn  and  artisans  plying  their  trades, 
and  lavwvei'-  locatinig  to  practice  their  ju'ofession.  Cdiarlotte  at 
the  time  (d'  its  incoriioi'alion.  Xovemfur.  IT'i"^.  must  have 
heen  attracting  some  attention  as  a  ]ilace  with  a  future. 
Many  oi  the  settlemerits  ahou.t  the  county,  tiio.  were  fertile, 
fruitful.  w(  11  tended  farm-.  The  rule,  however,  was  here,  as 
ii  was  in  all  these  Scotch-Irish  communities,  the  nmn  to  the 
pl(!W.  the  wonutii  to  the  di^tart"  and  the  child  to  the  sdiool. 
Mrs.  (Jraham.  th(»tigh  of  limited  means,  after  giving  her  cdiil- 
dr<  n  such  instruction  as  she  Avas  capable  of  doin.g,  sent  most 
of  them  to  the  hcst  school  in  this  section.  Queen's  Museum, 
afterwards  Liberty '  Hall,  She  instilled  into  all  of  them  a 
love  for  learning  and  a  desire  to  accpiire  knowledge.  Her 
sons  were  among  the  most  prcuninent  men  of  their  time,  and 
probably  came  into  public  n_otice  at  an  earlier  age  than  any 
other  youths  of  the  c<ninty.  Her  daughters  were  the  heads  of 
families  whose  descendants  are  knoA\ui  for  their  virtue  and 
intelligence,  and  have  ever  been  prominent  in  the  commtmi- 


1  State  Records  of  North  Carolina,  XXIII.  772-3. 
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ties  in  wliit'h  they  lived  on  account  of  their  worth  and  })ublic 
spirit.  She  was,  herself  a  faithful  Presbyterian,  member  of 
Sugar  Greek  church,  and  her  children  were  noted  not  only 
for  their  intelligence  and  activity  in  w^orldly  matters,  but 
were  also  earnest  supporters  of  morality  and  religion.^ 

Her  third  son,  Joseph  Graham,  was  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  October  13th,  1750.  He  assisted  in 
cultivating  his  mother's  farm  and  attended  school  in  Char- 
lotte. He  was  distinguished  among  his  fellow-students  for 
talents,  industry  and  manly  bearing.  The  mere  schooling, 
though,  was  not  the  most  valuable  training  that  he  had  at  that 
period.  In  the  political  ferment  of  the  time,  1768-1776,  the 
minds  of  men  were  expanding.  At  every  church  gathering,  at 
every  county  court,  they  discussed  the  power  of  parliament, 
the  rights  of  the  colonies,  and  how  best  to  preserve  those 
rights.  These  discussions  were  going  on  throughout  all  the 
colonies,  making  every  intelligent  man  a  politician,  and  caus- 
ing the  patriots  in  the  face  of  threatened  danger  to  draw 
closer  together  in  sympathy,  thus  paving  the  way  for  future 
organization.  Patrick  Henry,  in  Virginia,  was  but  giving 
eloquent  utterance  to  the  aspirations  and  hopes  and  ambitions 
of  the  people,  unexpressed,  or  inadequately  expressed,  by 
themselves.  He  was,  in  other  words,  but  the  mouthpiece  of, 
and  interpreter  for,  the  people.  The  intelligent  boy  or 
youth,  standing  about  in  these  crowds  listening  to  these  dis- 
cussions among  his  elders,  was  having  his  own  ideas  enlarged, 
his  patriotism  aroused  and  his  mind  trained  for  his  future 
work.  Joseph  Graham  was  interested  in  all  these  discus- 
sions and  attended  many  of  these  public  meetings.  He,  as 
a  boy  in  the  16th  year  of  his  age,  was  present  at  the  adoption 
of  the  Mecklenburg  Resolves  of  May,  1775.  Fifty-five  years 
later  he  gives  an  account  of  this  meeting  and  testifies  that  it 
was  held  on  May  20th.  At  this  distance  of  time,  without 
any  contemporary  record  to  verify  his  memory,  there  are 
errors  in  his  statement  which  subsequently-discovered  records 


1  Graham  :  Revolutionarj'  Papers  of  General  Joseph  Graham,  16. 
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.-^hiiw.  In  st'\Tral  iiistiiiicos.  lie  iiiisTakcs  tlie  Time  of  events 
that  lie  undertakes  t(i  narrate,  but  he  and  others  have  so  com- 
|iletelv  identitied  J\la_v  I'Dtli  as  the  (hite  upon  whi(di  some 
resolutions  were  adopted,  that,  in  die  alisenee  of  hotter  evi- 
dene('  we  niav  assume  that  a  meetiiii:'  was  held  on  that  day, 
in  order  to  take  some  aetitdi  up(.in  the  news  of  ihe  Battle  of 
l.exiniitoii,  which,  we  know,  arrived  that  week,  the  i*i)tli  oeciir- 
rinif  on  Saturday.  And  it  makes  no  diiferenee  wdiether  they 
nict  on  {''I'iday  ihe  I'.'rh  and  eoiitinued  the  meeiinu'  over  until 
i'  a.  m.  (_)f  the  il:lth,  oi'  met  on  Saturday  morninii-  the  20th. 
so  tar  a>  the  e.-sential  I'act  is  enneei-iied,  that  a  nu  etint;'  was 
held  at  that  time  and  that  eerrain  re>ohuion<  wevi'  adopted. 
Coiiiininu'  the  i<-ue  to  this  e>-i  ntial  fa"t.  I  lia\-e  .-e'-ii  nothiiii>- 
that  ei>:;i  1  adiet>  the  l(>limony  of  the  many  (-ye-wit nesses  on 
that  j)o!i!t.  W'e  (;mi  inui_i:'ii!e  tlie  exeitement  a,nd  angor 
anionu'  the-e  deseendants  (d'  the  l»old  defenders  id'  London- 
derry and  EiiuiskiMen  at  the  news  of  Lexinoton.  how  they 
Would  hoM  ;i  ])uMie  inietimr  a,-  -ijoi;  as  the  crowd  coidd 
gather,  how  in  the  aiiu'er  and  excilemei:r  of  the  niome-it  tliey 
should  adopt  r( --olutioiis,  which  oi:  calm  -cei^nd  Thouu'ht  they 
wonld  realize  ^vere  ]U'(  mature  aiiil  ;in\vi-e.  That  there  v\-(^re 
two  meetings,  at  least,  is  ])erfert]y  a]:parent  from  the  fact 
that  the  ]ta]>i  ]•>  of  which  J.  ATidvnitr  .\h  xand-r  had  the  cus- 
tody Were  resolutions  adopted  at  a  jiuhlic  meetinp,'  of  which 
he  was  secretary,  whereas  tlm^e  of  the  olst  were  ailopted  at 
a  committee  nieetini:-.  Ejdiraim  P.revard  IxdnLi'  the  secretary 
of  that  committee.  The  resolutions  id'  the  31st.  too.  neces- 
sarily ]n'esui)])oses  a  ]u-e\ious  meetinii',  or  meetinii's.  They 
are  not  the  product  oi'  a  day  or  of  a  week.  They  Avere  not 
deviseil  l>v  one  mind  or  written  hy  one  hand.  They  show 
calm  didiheration,  and  not  emotional  excitement  or  sudden 
anger,  such  as  that  ]>rovoked  hy  news  of  the  Battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. It  seems  to  me,  with  did'erence,  that  the  modern  his- 
torians have  taken  issue  on  immaterial  facts  and  have 
obtained  a  verdict  on  those  issues  alone.  Captain  Jack  did 
not  take  the  resolutions  of  the  20th  to  Philadelphia  ;  he  did 
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take  those  vi  the  31st.  Admitted,  because  proven.  Gover- 
nor Martin  sent  those  of  the  31st,  and  not  those  of  the  2()th, 
to  London.  Admitted,  because  proven.  There  was  no  con- 
temporary record,  or  alhision  \o  those  of  the  20th  ;  there  were 
both  to  those  of  the  31st.  True,  also,  so  far  as  discovered. 
The  resolutions  written  down  from  memory  by  J.  McKnitt 
Alexander  in  1800,  show  in  their  verbiage  the  influence  of 
the  Declaration  of  July  4th,  ITTG.  This,  too,  is  probably 
true.  We  have  been  mistaken  heretofore  in  regard  to  these 
matters,  it  is  true,  yet  after  all,  none  of  them  is  essential  to 
the  determination  of  the  true  issue — was  there  a  meeting  held 
on  the  20th  with  resolutions  which  amounted  to  a  Declaration 
of  Independence  adopted  ?  And  to  this  there  are  a  cloud  of 
witnesses.  The  writer,  when  not  more  than  half  as  old  as 
was  General  Graham  at  this  time,  was  told  of  General  Lee's 
surrender  by  a  lady,  while  we  w^ere  near  an  osage  orange 
hedge,  and  while  she  was  talking  a  raccoon  came  from  under 
the  hedge.  If  he  shonld  live  a  thousand  years  he  will  never 
forget  the  fact  of  the  coon,  the  expression  of  his  conntcnance, 
and  his  connection  with  General  Lee's  surrender.  I^ow,  the 
news  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington  was  to  Joseph  Graham  what 
this  coon  was  to  myself — a  fact  indelibly  engraved  npon  his 
memory.  It  seems,  therefore,  reasonably  certain,  though 
there  are  many  conflicts  in  the  testimony  of  the  various  wit- 
nesses, that  the  resolutions  of  the  20th  were  real,  but  having 
been  adopted  in  a  moment  of  anger  and  excitemer.t,  the  sober 
sense  of  the  people  prevailed  in  those  of  the  31st,  and  the 
latter  were  published,  while  the  former  were  permitted  to 
slumber  undisturbed,  in  the  possession  of  Alexander,  as  a 
folly  to  be  regretted  rather  than  a  matter  of  supreme 
importance. 

It  was  amid  scenes  such  as  these,  among  men  such  as  these, 
that  young  Graham  w^orked  and  studied  and  thought,  his 
character  under  the  control  and  guidance  of  a  wise  mother, 
developing  into  an  almost  perfect  type  of  the  noble  race  to 
which  he  belonged — bold,  self-reliant,  earnest.   God-fearing. 


14  IvToRTir   Caeolixa  TIistorical  Commission. 

lie  was  eighteen  years  of  au'o  v.bcii  1k'  took  up  arms  for  his 
c'ouiitrv  and  iVniuLt  valiantly,  successfully  and  faithfully, 
until  his  services  were  no  longxa"  needed.  He  was  just  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  close  of  the  ilevolutionary  War.  "He 
entered  the  army  as  a  }>rivate,  passed  through  the  grades  of 
orderly  sergeant,  quartermaster  sergeant,  quartermaster, 
adjutant,  captain,  and  major.  '■  *  *  He  commanded  in  fif- 
teen eiigagcmcnt,-.  with  wisdom,  calmness,  courage  and  success 
to  a  (L  gree  perha2)s  suii)assed  by  no  other  officer  of  the  same 
I'aidc.  Hundreds  who  served  under  his  command  have  tes- 
tified to  the  uj)right,  faithful,  prudent  and  undaunted  man- 
ner in  Avhicdi  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  responsil)le  sta- 
tions. Xever  was  he  known  to  shrink  from  any  toil,  however 
})ainfid,  or  quail  before  any  dangers,  however  threatening,  or 
avoid  any  privation  or  sacrifice  which  might  promote  his 
cou,ntrv''s  cause.''' 

The  very  qualities  that  ma<le  him  successful  as  a  soldier — 
courage,  alertness,  intelligent — made  him  successful  in  ci\'ll 
life,  as  legislator,  as  member  of  two  Constitutional  Conven- 
tions, as  ir(Ui  niijier  and  founder.  I  may  not  pause  ovei*  the 
stirring  incidents  of  the  military  service  of  this  excellent  nnui 
and  soldier,  nor  can  T  tell  more  fully  of  his  griat  usefulness 
to  (diurch  and  state  in  the  (juieter  walks  of  his  civil  career, 
Snifice  it  to  say  that  he  loved  and  served  his  state  and  church 
faithfully  and  well,  that  in  all  that  concerned  their  welfare,  he 
was  not  oidy  interested,  but  active,  not  only  intelligent  but 
wise.  "His  life  was  a  bright  and  illustrious  pattern  of  domes- 
tic, social  and  public  virtues.  Modest,  amiable,  upright  and 
pious,  he  lived  a  noble  ornament  to  his  country,  a  faithful 
friend  to  the  church  and  a  rich  blessing  to  his  family."  In 
ITsT  he  nmrried  j\[iss  Isabella  Davidson,  a  daugh.ter  of  Maj. 
John  Davidson,  and  of  a  family  distinguished  alike  for  intelli- 
gence and  patriotism.  It  was  iu  consequence  of  this  marriage, 
that,  forming  a  business  connection  with  his  father-indaw,  he 
moved  to  Lincoln  County  in  1702,  and  became  an  iron  founder 
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and  inonger,  ]\rrs.  Graham  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  heau- 
tiful  of  Major  Davidson's  handsome  daughters,  and  her  char- 
acter corresponded  in  loveliness  and  goodness  to  her  personal 
appearance.  It  was  from  her  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
derived  so  much  of  the  manly  beauty  that  was  one  of  his 
distinguishing  characteristics  during  his  long  life.  At  the 
residence  of  his  father  near  Vesuvius  Furnace  in  Lii^.coln 
County,  he  was  born,  September  5th,  180-i. 

ChlLDMOOD,  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  MANhjOOD 
\Villiam  Alexander  Graham  was  the  eleventh  child  and 
youngest  son  of  General  Joseph  Graham  and  Isabella  David- 
son Graham,  his  wife.  Mrs.  Graham  died  January  15th, 
1808.  The  eldest  sister,  Sophia,  who  afterwards  married 
Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  of  South  Carolina,  but  was  then  only 
seventeen  years  of  age,  assumed  the  care  of  the  younger  chil- 
dren of  the  family.  She  performed  the  duties  with  faithful- 
ness, consideration  and  affection.  She  was  regarded  as  a  typi- 
cal older  sister  and  daughter  and  was  remembered  with  great 
love  and  pleasure  by  those  to  whom  she  had  given  her  atten- 
tion and  love.  Young  William  was,  too.  an  object  of  especial 
solicitude  and  care  to  his  father.  He  made  him  his  com- 
panion by  day  and  by  night,  and  instilled  into  him  lessons 
of  virtue,  piety  and  patriotism.  This  constant  association 
with  so  excellent  a  man  and  so  good  a  Christian  as  General 
Graham  was  one  of  the  strongest  influences  in  shaping  the 
boy's  life.  For  years  he  lived  the  happy,  free  life  of  the 
country  boy  in  a  household  where  there  was  competence  if 
not  wealth.  When  he  was  older  he  was  sent  to  a  neighbor- 
hood school,  very  much  against  his  will,  for  he  hid  under 
a  bed  and  had  to  be  dragged  out  by  the  heels.  There  he  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  learning.  His  first  school  away 
from  home  was  in  Mecklenburg  County,  where  he  lived  with 
his  mother's  brother,  Mr.  Robin  Davidson.  The  school- 
house  being  three  miles  distant,  he  rode  to  it  on  horseback, 
generally  accompanied  by  James  W.  Osborne,  of  Charlotte, 
who,   being  the   younger,    rode   behind.     His   uncle   became 
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very  iVoid  nf  tlio  ijiutberle^s  lad,  and  the  lioy  I'eeipi'ocated  so 
hcarrily,  that  lie  latt-r  iiaiii('(l  (nie  oi  his  sons  fur  this  unrle. 
Pi'mii  this  Cdimtry  scdmol  he  was  sent  U>  the  Pleasant  lie- 
tveat  Acadeniv  at  Lincdlnton.  (d'  whieh  his  fatlier  was  one  of 
the  trnstees.  His  I'dnni-mate  was  his  cnu^iii,  Theddore  W. 
lirevai'd.  Avlm  aflerwards  heeanie  distingDished  in  the  State 
of  Florida,  where  he  held  several  im})ortant  otiiees.  iSText  be 
was  sent  to  the  elassieal  school  of  the  TJev.  Dr.  ]\Iuchat  at 
Statesville.  lie  was  noted  for  his  industry,  his  thirst  for 
knowh  (li:c  and  his  aptitude  to  learn.  One  who  knew  him 
well,  (  Iiev.  J)i-.  \l.  II.  ]\r(trrison ),  testified  that  fr<iin  his 
childhood  he  was  no  less  reniarkalde  foi'  his  high  sense  ()i 
honoi'  and  truth,  than  for  his  exemption  from  the  levities 
and  vices  connnon  to  vonth.  At  this  academy  he  applied 
himself  to  his  studies  with  the  most  exemj)lary  diligence. 
Judge  Bi-evai'd,  a  (dassmate.  said  of  him:  "Jle  was  the  only 
hoy  1  ever  knew,  who  wotdd  spend  his  Saturdays  in  re^■iewing 
the  studies  of  the  week."^  This  hahit  he  kept  up.  too,  during 
his  sid)sequent  school  and  college  course.  When  he  was  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  oi  age.  he.  for  a  time,  prohahly  during 
a  vacation,  superintended,  (m  the  advice  <d"  his  l)rother  John, 
Spring  Hill  forge.  General  Graham  was  mncdi  jileased  with 
his  woi'k  in  this  capacity,  saying  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  seasons  in  the  history  of  the  Avorks.  His  final  prep- 
aration for  college  was  obtained  at  the  IIillsl)oro  Academy, 
an  uncommonly  good  classical  scdiool.  The  Ifev.  John  AVith- 
ei'S]ioon  liad  the  general  supervision  of  this  school,  but  the 
active  teacher  was  ]\!r.  John  Rogers,  who  bad  distinguished 
himself  in  his  profession  at  Wilmington.  President  Cald- 
well induced  them  to  agree  that  their  institution  should  be 
preparatoi-y  to  the  Pniversity.  ]\rembers  of  the  faculty  could 
participate  in  the  periodical  examinations  of  the  pupils, 
and  those  passing  the  examinations  of  the  highest  classes 
had  a  right  to  enter  the  University  on  certificate  of  the  fact.' 
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Mr.  Eogers  had  been  educated  for  the  Catholic  })n(sth(iod, 
and  for  accurate  scholarshi})  and  capacity  as  a  teacher,  had 
few  superiors/ 

Voinig'  Graham  matricuhited  at  the  University  in  the  suni- 
n)er  of  1S20.  Says  ]\[r.  McGehee  in  his  very  achnirable 
memorial  oration:"  '"liis  eourse  throughout  his  college  life 
was  admirable  in  every  way.  He  appreciated  the  scheme  of 
study  there  established,  not  only  as  the  best  discipline  of  the 
intellect,  but  as  the  best  foundation  for  knowledge  in  its 
widest  sense.  He  mastered  his  lessons  so  perfectly,  that  each 
lesson  became  a  2>crmanent  addition  to  his  stock  of  knowledge. 
The  professors  rarely  failed  to  testify  by  a  smile,  or  some 
other  token,  their  approval  of  his  efficiency.  On  one  occasion 
a  professor  (Olmstead),  who  has  attained  a  world-wide  rep- 
utation in  the  field  of  science,  remarked  to  one  of  young 
Graham's  classmates  (John  W.  ISTorwood)  that  his  lecture 
on  chemistry  came  back  as  perfectly  from  Mr.  Graham  as  he 
had  uttered  it  on  the  previous  day.  Some  thirty  years  after, 
the  same  professor  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Graham,  (then  Secre- 
tary of  the  ISTavy)  saj^s :  ''It  has  often  been  a  source  of  pleas- 
ing reflection  to  me,  that  I  have  been  permitted  to  bear  some 
part  in  fitting  you,  in  early  life,  for  that  elevated  post  of 
honor  and  usefulness  to  which  Providence  has  conducted 
you." 

His  high  sense  of  duty  was  manifested  in  his  conscien- 
tious deportment  under  the  peculiar  form  of  government 
to  which  he  was  then  subject.  His  observance  of  every  law 
and  usage  of  the  college  was  punctilious,  while  to  the  fac- 
ulty he  was  ever  scrupulously  and  conspicuously  respectful. 

His  extraordinary  proficiency  was  purchased  by  no  labori- 
ous drudgery.  The  secret  of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  precept 
which  he  acted  upon  through  life — "whatsoever  thy  hand 
findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might."'  His  powers  of  concen- 
tration were  great,  his  perceptions  quick,  his  memory  pow- 
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erfiil,  ])r(iiii])t  and  nssidiiously  improved.  Jiy  the  joint  t"i>rce 
of  such  faculties,  he  couhi  accomplish  much  in  little  time. 
Hence,  ii(it\villj>taiidii:Li'  his  exem})larv  alleiilidn  to  his  c<jllege 
duties,  he  devoted  much  time  ti>  general  reading.  Jle  partic- 
ipated regularly  in  ihe  dehates  and  other  exercises  of  the 
Literary  Society.  For  all  such  lie  prepared  himself  with 
care;  and  it  is  assei-ted  u])on  the  authority  of  Air.  -Tohii  \V. 
Xoi'wood — a  most  compifent  judge — that  his  c()m})ositi(_)ns 
wei'c  (d"  such  exc<dl(  nee  that,  in  a  literary  point  of  \-ie\v,  they 
Would  lia\<'  (dia]lenge(l  comparison  v\-itli  anylhiug  done  hy 
liim  in  after  life. 

Hi--  ci'gaging  mannei's  hrought  him  into  ]deasant  relatioais 
with  all  his  fellow  students,  lie  li\-ed  with  them  upon  terms 
of  the  fi'aidxcst  and  nio^^t  fandliar  intercourse.  In  tlieir  most 
athletic  spoils  he  ne\-er  i)artici})ated,  hut  he  was  a  pleased 
s])ecta1oi-,  and  eviut-ed  hy  his  nnmner  a  hearty  symj)athy 
wdth  theii'  enjoyments.  His  fa\-orite  exercist-  was  walking, 
and  those  who  knew  him  will  will  recollect  that  this  con- 
tinued to  he  his  favoi'ite  recreation  wdiili'  health  was  spared 
him.  Wdth  frii-nds  and  chosen  com])anions  he  was  cordial 
and  easy,  and  always  the  life  of  the  circle  when  nu't  to- 
gether. 

He  graduated  in  the  class  of  ls24,  he  l)eing  one  of  the 
four  first  honor  men,  the  othei's  heing  Thomas  Dews,  after- 
wards a  very  ahle  lawyei-,  hut  dying  early.  Matthias  Evans 
Manly,  afterwards  state  senator,  judge  of  the  Superior  and 
Supreme  (V)urts,  elected  United  States  Senator  in  1S6»),  hut 
not  allowed  to  take  his  seat,  and  Edwdn  I).  Sims  of  Virginia, 
afterwards  tutor  in  the  Hruversity,  and  ]n"ofess(n-  in  Ran- 
dolph-Macon C(dlege  and  in  the  University  of  Alabama.  To 
young  Graham  was  assign.ed  the  classical  oration.  Tt  has  been 
the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  see  this.  It  is  a  jdeasant  and 
orderly  resume  of  the  history  of  the  preservation  of  the  clas- 
sics, and  an  argument  for  their  continued  usefulness  in  the 
training  of  the  mind  and  their  giving  breadth  to  one's  cul- 
ture.     His  style  at  that  early  period  had  not  l)ecome  Individ- 
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ualistie,  but  was  rather  a  rettcctioii  of  his  own  training  at  the 
University,  so  was  a  littl(>  stiff  and  formal.  Other  noted 
graduates  of  1824  were  Daniel  B.  Baker,  judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  Florida  ;  John  l]ragg,  member  of  Congress  and 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Alabama;  James  W.  Bryan, 
strong  lawyer,  trustee  of  the  University  and  state  senator 
from  Craven  ;  A.  J.  DeRosset,  physician  and  merchant  of 
Wilmington,  treasurer  of  the  Dioceses  of  jSTorth  and  East 
Carolina  and  often  deputy  to  the  general  conventions  of  the 
Episcopal  Church;  Augustus  Moore,  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court ;  John  W.  J^orwood,  able  lawyer,  moml>er  of  the  legis- 
lature and  senator  from  Orange ;  David  Outlaw,  member  of 
Cijngress,  state  solicitor,  state  senator  and  delegate  to  the 
convention  of  ISoG,  and  Bromfield  L.  Ridley,  chancellor  of 
Tennesee.^ 

After  his  graduation  he  visited  his  sister,  Mrs.  Wither- 
spoon,  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  while  there  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  John  J.  Crittenden,  and  had  an  opportunity 
to  hear  him  in  a  great  slander  case. 

On  his  return  from  this  tour  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Judge  Ruifin  at  Hillsboro.  The  opinion  of  Judge 
Ruffin  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  with  a  student 
of  law  w^as  somewhat  peculiar.  He  held  that  he  should  have 
little  assistance  beyond  that  of  having  his  course  of  studies 
prescribed.  He  must,  as  it  were,  scale  the  height  alone,  by  his 
ow^n  strength  and  courage ;  availing  himself  of  a  guide  only 
at  points  otherwise  inaccessible.  Young  Graham's  brother, 
James  Graham,  in  a  letter  written  at  this  period,  made  men- 
tion of  this  opinion,  and  urged  him  to  adopt  the  expedient 
resorted  to  by  himself:  "When  he  would  not  examine  me  I 
took  the  liberty  of  questioning  him  very  frequently,  and 
by  drawing  him  into  conversation  on  legal  subjects,  my  own 
ideas  were  rendered  more  clear,  correct  and  lasting."' 

We  may  be  sure  that  the  contact  oi  two  such  minds — the 
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one  young,  nrdc^iir  ;iij<]  ;l(•(jlIisiti^■c — the  otbcr  mature  and  vig- 
orous. The  miiul  lit'  a  nia.--tci'  in  his  partieular  ealliiig,  could 
result  oidy  in  g^tod  Id  ilic  ycuiigcr.  Avhatevcr  the  methoi]  of 
iustructidu  uiiglu  In-.  .\.s  a  matter  of  fact  v<nnig  Graham 
eame  t(i  the  l>ar  n markalily  well  prejiarcd.  The  pdiuts  he 
uuide  wt'j'o  ^nl).-lallrial  and  Will  susiaiued.  and  six  y(.  ars 
aft(  rwa)'d>  he  wa>  in  ihc  full  tide  (d'  a  suceessiul  practice. 
He  olitaincd  hi>  couniv  cdurt  license  ar  the  Decemher  term. 
iSi't'i.  (d'  the  Su])rcmc  ( 'durt,  and  was  sworn  in  before  the 
counly  cdurt  ar  ilillslioro  in  _Fel)ruar_v,  IS^T.  His  first 
litigated  ca-e  in  that  cdui-t  wa-  at  the  August  term.  Ib27, 
Charles  Allisdu  w  Samuel  .Madden.  .1  udge  Xash,  who  had 
j'ecently  resigned  frem  the  Siiperier  C'dUi't  henedi.  a]ipearing 
with  him  fdr  the  ]>lainntf.^  At  the  ensuing  Xdvendier  term 
he  had  two  dther  cases  on  the  tidal  ddcket.  and  three  on  the 
appearance.  He  ohtainid  his  Superini'  Ceurt  license  at  the 
Decendier  term.  l.^^i'T,  <d'  the  Supreme  (_\jurt.  and  took  the 
oaths  at  the  ]\[areli  terin,  1S2S,  of  the  Su])erior  Coui't  of 
(Grange.'  County.  His  first  litigated  case  -was  at  the  same 
term  (d'  that  ceurt — Dee  and  .lohn  Dunn,  executor  <d'  William 
Keeling,  v.  dames  Iveeling;  \.  J),  ilurphiy  and  Wiley  P. 
Mangu.])!  for  ]»laintiff.  ;iiid  Frederick  Xash  and  AV.  A.  Gra- 
ham for  the  d'efendaui."  I[is  first  case  of  importance  in 
the  Superior  ('eui't."  -ays  3dr.  McGcIk  e.  "was  one  which 
from  jxculiar  causes,  excdted  great  local  iiiterest.  It  involved 
an  intricate  (pustien  of  title  to  land.  Gn  the  day  of  trial, 
the  eoui't-reoni  v>'as  crewded  and  the  har  fully  occupied  by 
lawyers — nnniy  of  them  men  td"  the  highest  professional 
eminence.  When  he  came  to  address  the  jury,  he  spoke  with 
modesty,  but  with  ease  and  self-possession.  His  preparation 
of  the  case  had  been  thorough,  and  the  argnment  which  he 
delivered  is  described  as  admirable,  both  as  to  matter  and 
manner.  When  he  closed,  the  Hon.  William  H.  HayAvood, 
who  had  then  risen  to  a  high  position  at  the  bar.  turned  to 
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a  disiinguished  g-eiitk'iiiaii,  still  living,  of  the  same  profes- 
sion, and  inquired  who  bad  prepared  the  argument  which 
Mr.  Graham  had  delivered  so  handsomely.  The  answer  was, 
'It  is  all  his  own,'  to  which  Mr.  Haywood  replied,  'William 
Gaston  ccnild  have  done  it  no  better.'  " 

At  the  time  he  determined  to  locate  at  Hillsboro,  young 
Graham  bad  already  spent  several  years  there ;  first,  as  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Hillsboro  Academy ;  second,  as  a  student  of  law 
under  Judge  Euffin,  and  third,  as  practitioner  in  the  county 
court.  It  was  centrally  located,  convenient  to  the  State  capi- 
tal. It  was  the  county  seat  of  a  large  county,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  about  25,000,  and  there  was  much  litigation.  It  was 
then,  as  it  had  always  been,  the  foster  mother  of  great  men. 
There  was  no  town  in  the  State  that  contained  so  much  that 
was  best  of  the  public  life  of  the  State,  though  it  had  then  only 
about  four  hundred  white  inhabitants.  There  was  Murphey, 
perhaps  the  greatest  genius  in  its  history ;  Ruffin,  the  greatest 
lawyer  and  judge ;  Mangum,  one  of  its  greatest  popular  ora- 
tors and  statesmen ;  Xorwood,  the  elder,  able  lawyer,  and  up- 
right judge;  ISTash,  whose  excellencies  as  an  advocate,  said 
Mr.  Abraham  W.  Venable,  were  equaled  by  few  and  surpassed 
by  none,  attaining  later  the  highest  honors  of  his  profession ; 
Dr.  James  AYebb,  distinguished  physician  and  business  man, 
and  others  too  numerous  to  mention,  while  Duncan  Cameron, 
George  E.  Badger,  William  H.  Haywood  and  Bartlett 
Yancey,  were  intimately  associated  with  the  place.  Among 
men  of  his  own  age,  were  Richard  S.  Clinton,  Dr.  Edmund 
Strudwick  and  John  W.  Norwood,  his  college-  and  class- 
mate. The  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  that  time 
was  the  Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  grandson  of  the  signer,  an 
able  man,  and,  though  unequal,  on  occasion  eloquent.  He 
was  afterwards  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  General 
Assembly.  The  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  the 
Rev.  William  M.  Green,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Mississippi 
and  chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  South.  Mr,  Dennis 
Heartt  was  successfully  editing  and  publishing  the  Hillshoro 
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Becorchr.  The  uncial  a(l\;iiita;^'(s  df  tlio  ])]aee.  Too,  wk'yc  very 
great.  It  was  full  of  eiiltivafecl  men  and  woiiien,  none  very 
"wealthy,  Imt  al]  having  an  abundance  of  the  comforts  of 
life  and  many  of  it>  Inxni'ies,  and  rhcy  were  hospitable  with- 
out stint.  This  xiciety.  tlidugh  somewhaT  fornud.  was  wholly 
delightful.  Nor  was  the  conipeTitioii  at  the  i>ar  sd  stringent 
as  appears  mi  the  snid'aro.  dmlge  Xorwood  was  ;it  that 
time  on  the  Suj)erior  (/ourt  liench.  and  so  ('(Hitinucd  until 
IS.')*;,  .hnlgc  liuliin  was  (Ui  the  Sujxrior  Court  bench,  re- 
signed that  year,  1S2n.  To  acce])?  lhe  presidency  df  the  State 
Batik,  and  the  following  yeai-  wa>  elevale(l  to  the  Supreme 
('ourt.  dudgi  Manizum  was  elected  lo  the  Sn|)erior  Coui't 
in  Ts2>.  and  to  the  Tnited  State  Senate  in  ]s:]().  Judge 
(Vinieroii  lived  out  in  the  country,  and  ])i'esided  occasionally 
o\'er  the  county  c<airt.  .Indge  ]\[urj»hey"s  health  was  failing, 
and  he  died  in  February.  ls;]i'.  Of  the  vi-iting  lawyers, 
Bartlett  Vanccy.  wlio  did  a  large  business  in  Orange,  died 
in  1S2N.  and  t(»  the  Tniled  States  Senate  in  1n:'>().  Jndge 
was  hd't.  and  he  ]'eturne(l  to  tlie  beiudi  in  ls:;(;.  There 
is  no  wonder  then  that  so  al»]e  a  young  lawy<r  as  ^[r.  Gra- 
ham should  locate  nnder  these  fa\'orable  c<inditions  at  Ilills- 
boro.  Xoi'  is  it  any  wonder  that  he  should  lie  cordially  re- 
c(  ived  there,  and  in  a  few  years  should  be  at  the  head  of  its 
b;ir,  a  ])rcemin(  nee  A\lii(di  he  maintained  for  forty  years. 
F(  w  young  men  have  counnenced  the  ])ractice  (d'  the  law 
with  greater  natural  and  ac(juir(d  (pialihcations  than  had  he. 
In  him  a  r(  niarkably  handsome  and  dignified  presence  was 
united  to  the  highest  (dniracter,  excellent  mental  endowments, 
untirin.g  industry,  kind,  courteous  and  elegant,  rather  genial 
manners  and  thoriiugh  conscientioiisness.  He  was  fully  six 
feet  tall,  very  erect,  and  had  hazel  eyes,  dark  hair  and  clear- 
cut  features.  His  action  in  s])eaking  was  easy  and  graceful, 
sometimes  wai'nnng  into  energv  and  force  when  the  subject 
demanded  it,  and  the  tones  of  his  voice  were  imdlow.  har- 
m(»ni(ais  and  va-ll  modulated.  He  was  ambitious  and  self- 
reliant,   so   all   that   was  best   in   him   came  at   his  demand. 
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Success  and  ('(imjilctc  succci^s  to  such  a  cliaract(  r  was  only 
a  matter  of  time,  and  one  could  predict  it  f<ir  liini  with 
absolute  confidence  at  the  outset  of  his  career. 

LEGISLATOR,   1833  TO  1841 

Ilillshoro,  enfraii(diis(  (1  liv  Governor  Tryon  in  177<>,  con- 
tinued to  l)e  one  of  the  borough  townis  of  the  State  under 
the  Goiistitution  of  1776,  and  until  borough  representation 
was  abolished  by  the  Convention  of  1835.  The  qualifications 
for  voters  in  these  towns  w-ere :  First,  possession  of  a  free- 
hold in  the  town,  whether  the  |)roposed  voter  was  a  resident 
or  not;  second,  freedom,  coupled  with  residence  in  the  town 
for  twelve  months,  next  before  and  at  the  day  of  election, 
and  payment  of  public  taxes.  The  elections  for  borough 
members  were  annual.  Mr.  Graham  represented  Hillsboro 
the  last  three  years  of  its  existence.  At  that  time  there  were 
about  85  qualified  voters  in  the  town,  and  the  elections  were 
generally  close,  and  conducted  amid  great  excitement  with 
the  free  use  of  intoxicants.  Though  William  I^orwood, 
Thomas  Ruffin,  John  Scott  and  Frederick  Xash  had  at  inter- 
vals of  time  represented  it,  its  member  was  often  some  tavern- 
keeper,  or  one  of  the  lesser  lights  of  its  citizens.  At  Mr. 
Graham's  first  election  he  was  vigorously  opposed.  He  was 
thereafter,  however,  electe<l  with  little  opposition. 

At  the  time  he  entered  puldic  life,  Xorth  Carolina  was 
on  the  whole  retrograding.  Its  soil,  moderately  fertile, 
yielded  remunerative  returns  only  to  intelligent  and  per- 
sistent labor.  It  contained  a  great  variety  of  minerals  ;  gen- 
erally enough  in  a  single  locality  to  attract  the  adventurous 
prospector,  not  enough  to  prevent  disappointment  to  his 
hopes.  There  was  vast  wealth  in  its  forests,  but  there  was 
little  capital  to  exploit  it,  and  no  accessible  market  for  it. 
Away  from  the  cotton  section,  in  its  midland  and  west,  it 
was  a  country  of  small  farmers,  a  i^ajority  of  w^hom  had 
their  material  wants  well  supplied  from  the  products  of 
their   farms,   but   again   there  was  no   adequate  market   for 
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any  cxn  ss.  Witliont  this  mavkct,  thorc  was  no  hope  that 
tbcv  conld  improve  their  coiiditinii,  and  without  this  hope, 
ihcy  toiled  on,  uvneratiMn  after  iieiici'ation,  quite  often  the 
hd)ori(_)ns  fnrher  lieini;'  foll'Aved  by  the  shiftless  son.  In 
eonse(]ii(  liee  of  this  (X'easional  ]-eti'oiiression  in  families, 
ihei'e  Avei'e  whole  comnumities,  not  numerous,  ^r  larii'e  in 
themsehcs,  scattereil  hei'e  ainl  there  throui;hout  this  seetion, 
plaiiue  sjxtts  ii])iiii  the  l>ody  politic,  in  whieh  the  men  were 
withn'.ii  (iod  and  without  ho]te  in  the  W(jrld,  and  the  women 
vs'ei'e  wiilioiit  deeeiicy  and  (piite  fretjuently  without  virtue — 
eommnniiies,  whose  fragmentary  remains  are  with  us  to 
this  day,  fast  disappeai'ina',  tliaid\  (jm(1,  under  more  hopeful 
eniidil  i(ins.  The  ojierdiiii'  of  the  West,  too,  with  its  inviting 
ojipni'iniMl  ies  fill'  tile  advenlnrons  and  hold,  was  carrying 
away  more  and  more  the  l)rawn  and  sin.ew  of  the  State. 
Tli;s(>  ^\■ho  owned  slaves  might,  year  liy  year  and  genei-ariou 
aft,)-  generation,  tend  their  ancestral  aci'es  on  or  within  reach 
of  the  na\-igal)le  sti'oams  of  the  East,  and  live  in  ease  and 
conrfort  Avliile  they  e(luca,ted  theii'  (dnldren,  hut  to  the  snudl 
farmer  of  the  West  was  lackinu'  that  contact  with  the  world 
which  brings  crdightenment  and  hope,  and  stimulates  am- 
bition and  (  tl'ort.  What  wonder  then  that  Xorth  (\arolin.a 
was  I'ctrograding  and  that  the  ]>all  of  ignorance,  instead  of 
receding,  was  extending  wider  and  wider  ov(M'  its  people! 
It  is  natnral  that  under  sncdi  narrow  conditions  the  people 
themseh(  s  shduld  become  narro\v,  and  should  thiidc  that 
the  whole  science  of  government  must  ex])(Uid  itself  on  a 
])eni!ywise  pound  tVwilish  economy,  and  that  the  two  great 
evils  in  the  world  were  death  and  taxation.  There  are  two 
remedies  for  such  a  condition  that  are  perfectly  obvious  to 
us  ai!(l  were  n(^  less  obvious  to  the  great  men  of  that  period: 
First,  bring  the  ]^eople  in  contact  with  the  world  by  opening 
highways  of  ti-ade  and  commerce  through  their  liorders ; 
second,  ]dace  a  free  school  within  reach  of  every  child  in 
the  State.  That  was  ^Murphey's  program,  that  was  Graham's 
ju'ogram,  that  was  the  program  of  nearly  all  the  Whigs  of 
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the  period.  Some  talk  nowadays  of  the  aiite-bellnin  aris- 
tocracy standing  in  the  way  of  the  people's  enlightenment, 
of  their  progTcss.  Xot  so.  The  aristocrats  (if  I  may  use 
so  false  a  term  to  designate  the  better  educated  class)  were 
the  progTessivcs ;  the  reactionaries,  with  a  few  excei)tions, 
were  the  neighborhood  political  bosses,  whose  principal  stock 
in  trade  was  an  attack  upon  the  kid-gloved  aristocracy,  as 
they  dul)lied  the  Whigs  of  the  towns.  Those  Whigs,  with 
some  notable  exceptions,  built  the  railroads  of  the  State. 
They,  again  with  some  notable  exceptions,  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  our  public  school  system.  In  l)oth  these  enterprises, 
Mr.  Graham  was  a  leader.  His  temperanien.t  peculiarly 
titted  him  to  be  a  pioneer  in  this  great  work.  The  influence 
and  training  of  his  father,  ar.d  of  Dr.  Joseph  Caldwell,  sup- 
plemented by  association  with  Judge  Murphey,  nnidc  internal 
improvements,  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  history  of  the  State  the  three  gi'cat  ends  that  he  set 
himself  to  secure  in  his  public  life.  With  him  it  was  a  calm, 
set  purpose,  to  be  worked  out  through  the  means  and  instru- 
mentalities which  the  times  provided.  Those  means  were 
small,  and  the  instrumentalities  often  perverse  and  blind 
and  stupid,  yet  with  a  self-reliance  that  came  from  self- 
knowledge  as  well  as  knowledge  of  the  subject,  with  a  self- 
control  that  prevented  any  irritation,  he  pursued  his 
ends  with  a  placid,  but  firm  persistence,  which  was  not 
checked  by  any  rebuff  nor  daunted  by  any  defeat.  Through- 
out his  legislative  career,  during  his  incumbency  of  the 
gmbernatorial  office,  he  was  constantly  stimulating  the 
ambition  and  State  pride  of  the  people  by  telling  them 
of  the  great  deeds  of  their  sires,  constantly  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  striving  to  enlighten  them  by  diffusing  the 
blessings  of  education  among  them  and  to  arouse  them  to 
effort  and  industry  by  bringing  the  highways  of  commerce 
to  their  doors.  Early  in  life  he  learned,  the  great  lesson, 
that  in  a  democracy,  where  so  many  adverse  minds  are  to 
be  convinced,  the  progTcss  of  any  great  reform  is  necessarily 
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slow.  rluiT  ('t'lf'ii  it  is  tile  AVdi'k  of  iiMrc  than  <iiu'  generation, 
that  he  and  his  (•(intenipdrarie-  must  be  content  with  line 
upon  line  and  precept  npon  })re('(  })t.  here  a  little  and  there 
a  lirth'.  leavini:-  to  the  future  the  fniiiion  of  their  liojies. 
Very.  ycvy.  often  tlu'  idea!-^  and  r.spirations  of  the  great 
men  of  the  ]iast  have  liec-n  realized  in  the  evervdav  life 
of  the  eonmionaltv  of  the  ]ire^ent.  To  them  the  davs  that 
were  te  eome  are   the  wisest  Avitnesses, 

In  the  Legislature  of  ls;!:l-4  he  was  placed  u|)on  the 
Judiciary  Committee  and  the  Commitlee  on  Education.^ 
The  llouse  of  that  hody  was  of  a\'erage  ability,  its  ablest 
members,  l):ivid  Outlaw.  D.  M.  Thu'ringer.  W.  IT.  T.attle. 
(diaries  B.  She]iard.  J.  \l.  J.  Da.nied.  James  Seawell.  (duirles 
Fishei'.  Paniel  W.  Conns,  and  the  Sp(  al-;er.  William  J. 
Alexandei-.  It  was  in  session  tifty-five  days  inchuling  Sun- 
days, enacted  1S4  law-,  oidy  twenty-f(iur  of  whitdi  wei'e  pub- 
lic. Xineteeii  acadciuies  oi-  s(diools.  including  the  predeces- 
sors of  \Vake  Forest  College.  Guilfoi'd  Collegv  and  St.  Mary's 
at  Tialeigh.  two  libraries,  thi'ee  gold  mining  companies,  one 
manufacturing  association  and  twelve  railroad  com])anies 
were  incor])oi'afed.  This  indicate^,  the  di'ift  <;d'  ])ublic  senti- 
ment at  that  lime.  The  Ihmk  of  the  Cape  Fear  was  rechart- 
ered,  and  the  Dnwk  of  the  State  of  Xorth  Carolina,  the  ]\Icr- 
(diants  Hank  <if  Xew  Bern  and  the  Albennirle  Think  of  Eden- 
t(»n.  Avere  (diartered.  Mr.  Graham  was  the  author  of  a  bill, 
afterwards  enacted  into  a  law.  whiidi  coi'rc ctcMl  a  gross  in- 
(■(pndity  in  the  crimimil  laws  as  then  administered,  nuiking 
one  guilty  of  grand  larceny  as  infanK)U^  U|)on  conviction  as 
one  convicted  of  petty  larceny."  He  was  on  a  committee 
to  incpiire  into  the  right  of  Romulus  M.  Saunders  to  con- 
tinue as  Attorney-General  of  the  State  after  having  accepted 
a  commissionership  from  the  Federal  Government  on  the 
F^'ren.ch  spoliation  cdaims.  lie  wrote  the  re])ort  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Saunders's  right. ^  His  argument  is  liased  on  the  word- 
ing of  the  Constitution  of  177<) — ''Xo  person  in  the  State 
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shall  hold  more  than  one  lucrative  office  at  any  one  time," 
and  also  upon  the  fact  that  the  offices  were  not  inconsistent. 
The  constitutional  prohibition  seems  upon  its  face  to  apply 
only  to  State  offices.  Especially  is  this  true  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  Federal  Government  was  not  in  exist- 
ence when  the  State  Constitution  was  adopted.  The  Legis- 
lature of  1833-4  adopted  the  report  thus  made  by  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, but  that  of  1834-5,  repudiating  that  view,  passed  a 
joint  resolution  that  the  office  of  Attorney-General  had  been 
vacated  by  Mr.  Saunders's  acceptance  of  the  Federal  Com- 
missionership,  and  Mr.  Saunders,  to  avoid  controversy,  but 
protesting  against  the  accuracy  of  this  legal  conclusion,  re- 
signed as  Attorney-General.  ]\Ir.  Graham  adhered  to  his 
opinidu  and  voted  against  the  resolution. 

He  was  sent  again  as  representative  from  Hillsboro  to  the 
Legislature  of  1834-5.  By  that  time  the  demand  for  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  1776  had  become  so  in- 
sistent that  it  could  no  longer  be  disregarded  with  safety 
to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  State.  Mr.  Graham  sup- 
ported the  convention  bill  very  heartily.  During  its  con- 
sideration he  voted  against  the  provision  allowing  the  con- 
vention to  submit  the  election  of  governor  to  the  free  white 
vote  of  the  State, ^  though  he  afterwards  voted  for  the  bill 
with  this  provision  in  it.  This  vote  was  aftemvards  remem- 
bered to  plague  him  in  his  canvass  with  Mr.  Iloke  for  the 
gubernatorial  office  in  1844.  He  explained  that  he  was  never 
opposed  to  the  provision,  but  voted  against  it  while  the 
House  was  considering  the  bill,  section  by  section,  because 
he  w^as  informed  by  Mr.  Outlaw  of  Bertie  that  the  eastern 
members,  without  whose  vote  the  bill  could  not  become  a 
law,  would  not  vote  for  it  with  that  provision  in  it,  so  he 
voted  against  that  to  save  the  bill  itself,  but  afterwards 
finding  that  the  bill  could  be  passed  with  that  provision  in 
it,  he  followed  what  was  his  inclination  all  the  time  by 
voting  for  it.     To  show  the  attitude  of  some  members  of  the 
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ILmso  on  this  ])i'()\'isi(iii  and  ollu-rs.  at  first  its  advor-atcs 
ronid  iiin:-t(r  i)iit  thi)i y-livc  votos,  wbilo  tlioi-e  wcro  ninety- 
fnii!'  aiiaiiist  it.^  Dn  the  jjropiisiridii  to  submit  the  (dcetion 
of  Siii»rciiir  and  Snju'i'iof  ( 'oiirt  .Tudiii's  to  the  po]>uh"ir  vote, 
th(')'!'  AViTc  I wcnty-lw'o  ay<s  lo  one  hniidviMl  and  thri-e  nays." 
On  the  jiroposition  to  debar  lawyer-,  pb^adino-  ninb.'r  a  license, 
from  nnanber-^bip  in  the  l.e^isbirnre,  the  vote  was  twenty 
ayes  to  oiie  bnndrevl  a.nd  len  nays."  At  this  session  Mr. 
Gi'aham  was  auain  on  the  dinliciary  ('ommittee  and  was 
(diairman  of  the  I^(bieati<iii  (/ommittee.  In  the  lattiT 
cajia.eily  he  made  a  repoi't  dannai-y  -'j,  lS.'J.->,  on  the  I'esonrces 
of  the  Literary  Fund,  and  tiie  l)est  means  .if  im])r(iv!nii"  the 
same,  and  aceo]u}»anied  the  same  ])v  a  bill  lo  auth'M-ize  tlie 
Lilerary  iSoai'd  to  sell  certain  poi'tions  of  the  swamp  lands 
beloni:ii;u'  lo  ']\.'  This  ])ill  ]ia-^sed  the  House,  but  faib'd  in 
the  Si  mite.  .Mr.  lliiah  .A[('(^ue(ii.  (d'  Chatham,  at  this  ses- 
sion also  introduced  a  liill  in  the  Senate,  t(.)  provide  a  fund 
for  the  <  sialili-hment  of  i'ree  schools.  This  passed  its  first 
rer.din;:'.  and  was  then  laid  on  tlie  tabh'.  l]y  j(:)int  n  solution 
of  the  Geiiei-al  Assend)ly,  however,  it  was  aft(  rwards  (ordered 
to  he  a])pended  to.  and  ])id)lish(^d  will),  the  laws  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  Lit(  rary  Fund  amounted  to  about  $180„()00,  with 
the  ho]ie  that  it  would  enlarii-e  at  the  rate  of  $i:.,000  or 
$2!). 000  per  annum,  throuuh  the  sale  e»f  sv:amp  lands  and 
the  reecupt  of  dividends  from  investment  of  its  ca})ilal.  This 
sum  was  wholly  inadequate  to  estalilish  any  avneral  system 
of  public  S(diools,  so  the  efiforts  of  lec-islators  were  directed, 
for  the  jn-esent.  wholly  toward  increasing-  it.  In  the  state 
of  public  sentiment,  tl;  y  did  not  dare  levy  additional  taxes. 
Indeed  conditions  among  the  people  were  so  wholly  adverse 
to  increased  taxati(m,  that  a  plan  that  involved  su(di  increase 
would  have  pro\-(ui   utterly  futile. 

On   Decend)er  21),   IS-'U,  Mr.   Graham  was  elected  by  the 
Legislature  a  trustee  of  the  Uuiversitv,^   and  he  continued 
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until  his  (li  Mtli  to  be  actively  interested  in  all  of  the  affairs 
of  that  institution.  An  interesting  political  event  occurred 
at  this  session.  Jiidg-e  Wiley  P.  Mangum  and  Bedford  Brown 
were  the  s(nat(.rs  from  the  State  in  the  Federal  Congress. 
Mangum  V(.te(l  for  the  resolution  of  censure  on  Jackson  for 
removing  the  deposits,  passed  ^ri'i-'h  28.  1834,  and  refused  to 
vote  for  Benton's  resoluli(Ui  to  ex})iinge  the  censure.  The 
L(  gislature  of  1 834-5  was  Democratic,  or  jU'o-Jackson,  and 
hence  opposed  to  Mangum.  It  instructed  Mangum  and  Brown 
to  vote  for  the  expunging  resolution.  While  the  House  was 
considering  these  instructions,  Mr.  Graham  delivered  a 
speech  of  remarkable  power  against  them.  lie  had  just 
passed  his  thirtieth  birthday,  yet  this  speech  made  him  a 
leader  of  his  party,  the  Whig,  only  second  to  Mr.  Mangum 
in  influcn.ce  and  powder.  It  had  so  great  an  effect  upon  his 
fortunes  and  is  so  characteristic,  that  these  alone  ^vould 
justify  my  giving  it  in  full',  if  space  permitted.  It,  too, 
gives  a  remarkably  clear  and  just  view  of  the  conditions 
as  they  were  in  !N^orth  Carolina  at  that  period,  and  of  the 
political  issues  that  confronted  the  people. 

Mr.  Graham  was  again  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Hillsboro  in  the  Legislature  of  1835-6.  Among  the 
other  able  members  of  that  Legislature,  were  Matthias  E. 
Manly,  Kenneth  Rayner,  Thomas  L.  Cliugiuan  and  Michael 
Hoke,  the  first  three  being  Whigs,  and  the  latter  a  Democrat. 
Mr.  Graham  was  his  party's  candidate  for  speaker,  but  was 
defeated  by  William  H.  Haywood,  the  vote  being  fifty-four  to 
sixty-eight.  He  was  again  on  the  Committee  on  Education, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  incorporating  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad, 
and  defended  it  during  all  the  stages  of  its  enactment  into  a 
law  against  a  vigorous  opposition.  It  was  the  first  railroad 
built  in  the  State.  There  was  much  discussion  of  the  division 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  by  the  Federal 
Government  among  the  states,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted 
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]>v  tho  L(  i;'i  slat  lire  rliat  they  DUu'lit  to  lt>'  mi  ilividt'il,  the  vote 
Ix'iui;'  .-.(vcuty  aye>  \>>  titty-tuur  iKiys.  ihc  divisidii  liciiii;'  not 
aldiiu-  party  lines.  }lr.  <iraliain  xntiiia'  aye.  -Tudiio  ]\Iartiii, 
baviiiu'  ri  -iuiicd  as  niic  of  the  juduvs  <>{  the  iSiiperior  (/ourt, 
luiirinlns  }[.  Satii:di'r-  was  clcrtcd  \>x  a  vote  <if  ninety-seven 
t(»  sncceeij  him.  ()ii  the  last  hallot  Mr.  (ri'ahani  reeeived 
sixtv  \-(ites.  and  the  liiujiMi'r  of  Xoveinher  :i2.  l>^or>.  enni- 
nientin;:'  on  tlii<,  -ays:  •'It  is  dne  to  ^Ir.  Graham  to  state, 
tliat  tiioiiah  <ti'onL;ly  s()licite(l,  he  r'-fused  to  suffer  his  name 
to  he  ])iit  in  nomination,  ihnl  he  consented,  he  is  so  de- 
ser\'e<lly  a  favorite,  that  the  ciiiire^t  would  have  heen  a  very 
doulitt'iil  one.  Mr.  Graham  i<  a  vouni:'  man,  and  the  flatterinc; 
Vote  which  he  received,  undei'  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  is  conclusive  eviilence  of  his  elevated  standiiii;'  in 
the  State." 

The  new  (Constitution,  havino-  ovine  into  effect  on  January 
1.  Is;;*;,  and  horouulis  havino'  heeii  thus  ah(disli((l,  ^iv.  Gra- 
ham was  a  candidate  hefore  the  })eo])le  of  Oranii'e  Goimty 
in  th(^  summer  of  ls;-,(i,  to  re])r<'sent  that  eoiinty  in  the 
Leiiislatui'c  of  l^:;i>-7.  lie.  for  the  first  time,  canvassed  the 
county  foi-  inttu'iial  im])ro\'emenls  and  fVii-  the  di-trihution  o+' 
the  land  jiroceeds.  Tie  was  ti'ium])hant]y  electe(|,  carryiisu' 
with  him  also,  two  out  (d"  the  other  Whia'  candidates  for  the 
House,  Orano'c  heinii'  entitled  under  the  new  Constitution, 
to  four  representatives.  He,  howeviM',  ran  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

The  House  was  auain  Democratic  hy  a  small  majority; 
Hav^vood  received  sixty  votes  for  sjK'aker  and  Graham  tifty- 
three.^  He  was  on  the  same  standino-  committees  as  at  the 
last  session,  an.d  was  aaain  chairman  of  the  Gommittee  on 
Judiciary."  He  was  also  cdiairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Revised  Statutes,  which  were  then  to  be  enacted  into  a  law, 
and  looked  carefully,  painstakino'ly  and  ably  after  their 
progress  throuo-h  the  House.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a 
joint  committee  of  Ixtth  houses  on  the  funds  to  be  received 
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iiudcr  tlif  D(']iusit  Act  of  ('oiiii'ro^^s,  and  as  cliairnian  \)yo  tern. 
(if  the  ediiiniittot'  made  an  able  and  lucid  report  n[)on  the  dis- 
position of  that  fund,  accompanied  by  bills  to  carry  ihe  sug- 
gestions of  the  committee  into  effect.^  In  jmrsuance  of  the 
act  for  the  distribution  of  tlu>  surplus  revenue,  nearly  $28,- 
(»()(>,0(iO  wei-e  (lejtosited  with  the  states,  by  three  equal  ])ay- 
ments  in  .Tanuarv.  A|)ril  and  July  of  1S;>7.  ISTorth  Caro- 
lina's share  was  $l,-l:."5:^>.7r)7.'V.>.  The  Graham  report  con- 
temjdated  an  t(]ual  division  of  this  fund  into  two:  one,  to 
constitute  a  fund  for  common  schools,  and  the  other,  a  fund 
for  internal  improvements.  It  very  strongly  reprehended 
the  diversion  of  any  portion  of  this  fund  to  meet  ordinary 
State  liabilities.  The  legislati(^n,  however,  did  not  follov/ 
this  report  in  its  entirety.  $100,<)0(^  were  diverted  to  the 
payment  of  the  civil  cimtingent  expenses  of  the  State  Gov- 
ennnent,  $000,000  were  used  in  purchasing  bank  stock, 
$200,000  were  appropriated  to  draining  swamp  lands,  and 
$533,757.39  purchased  stock  in  the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh 
Railroad. 

The  General  Assembly  of  1835-0  had  enacted  a  law  to 
regulate  the  mode  of  passing  private  acts.  After  the  enact- 
ment of  this  law,  the  Constitution  of  1835  went  into  effect. 
A  new  provision  was  incorporated  therein  that  the  General 
x\ssembly  shall  not  pass  any  private  law,  unless  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  that  thirty  days  notice  of  a]iplication  to 
pass  such  law,  shall  have  been  given  under  such  directions 
and  in  such  manner  as  shall  l)e  provided  by  law.  Upon  this 
state  of  things  two  questions  were  submitted  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  1830-7  to  its  Judiciary  Committee,  of  which  Mr. 
Graham  was  Chairman:  First,  was  the  Act  of  1835  super- 
seded by  the  Constitution,  which  went  into  effect  January 
1,  1830,  in  such  way  as  to  render  it  inoperative  upon  the 
present  and  future  assemblies,  without  its  reenactment ;  sec- 
ond, what  is  the  line  of  demarkation  between  public  and 
private  acts  ?     Mr.  Graham  replied  to  these  questions  in  a 
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wry  ;il)]e  and  iiiiJiiiiduy  rc]i<irl.  Exc('}it  ;is  rc'strictcMJ  liy  the 
ytiMc  jiiid  ]■"(  (Icral  (•(.nriitntidiis,  the  aiiilidritv  vi  ilic  General 
AsMiiililv  To  jri'i^ialc  is  ])l(]iai'y.  and  it>  U-gislatieii  Itiiids 
its  suecessdv-  iiiiii!  alt(  red  or  iTpcaled  l>y  tlicni.  Tlie  Act 
sd'  is.'^Ti  was  (iliii(ixiiiu>  Id  no  jir.Mxdsidu  of  the  rmistitni ion 
of  iTTii,  an<l  lieinii'  in  entire  accord  wiih  the  |)rovisi(;n  of 
the  new  ( 'onstitul  ion.  (jiiohd  ;d)ovc.  it  is  still  in  full  force 
and  cdf(ci.  l/])oii  this  point,  among  otiu  r  thini;s.  he  said: 
"'J'ho  con\('ntioii  luis  not  only  not  taken  away  the  power  to 
enacf  sndi  a  law.  hut  \drtnallv  ordained  that  ii  should  he 
])assed.  Ir  i-  >ii]rjiosed  that  the  right  to  ])ass  it  is  derived 
from  the  anienduK  nt.  and  it  coiild  only  he  ])a>sed  iy  a 
].>egisiatiire  <on\-ei!ed  under  the  new  Consl  itiit  ion.  It  must 
he  ohsej'V((l.  ho\\'e\'er.  that  the  paragrajili  of  the  amendment 
now  under  di-eus^ion.  ciiufers  no  n(  w  power  on  the  General 
Asseuddy.  hiii  forhid.-  the  exercise  of  an  old  one,  exeept  on 
certain  c<.iiditioi:s.  Id.e  l(uislati\-e  })ower  of  the  General 
Asscndily  ext(  nd>  not  uk  r(dy  to  tlu'  pre  sent  time  and  events, 
hut  may  ])ros]tecri\-ely  endii'ace  any  futtire  eontingencies. 
The  law  in  ipieslion  uiight  have  ]iro\'id((l  that  in  the  event  of 
the  ad(!]>tion  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  advertise- 
ment of  a.pplical  ion  for  ])ri\ate  acts  should  he  made  for  thirty 
days,  mucli  more,  wdien  it  was  aiithoritat  i\-ely  announced  that 
the  amendments  liad  heen  ado](te(l,  might  it  ]>rovide  to  give 
them  ])rae!ical  o])eration..  A  Avise  lawgiver  wdll  endeavor  as 
WH'll  to  prevent  grievance^;  as  to  administir  remedies  fitr 
them.  To  have  enaeti  d  no  law  in  referenee  to  private  acts 
al  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  would  have  lieen  to 
exclude  any  ]u'ivale  l)ill  from  consideration  for  at  least  the 
first  thirty  days  of  this  session.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
deem  the  passage  of  the  said  act  to  have  heen  hoth  consti- 
tutional and  expedient."" 

Tn  answer  to  the  second  question  he  said:  "On  the  on.e 
hand  your  committee  have  felt  that  hy  a  too  strict  inter]ire- 
tation  of  the  term,  private  law,  much  useful  legislation 
might  have  heen  ]u*evented  at  the  present  session,  whilst  on 
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the  eiihii'iiry  the  salutary  oiKTation  of  this  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution would  he  wholly  abrogated  and  annulled,  uidess  the 
General  Assembly  shall  attix  a  proper  construction  to  this 
term,  and  insist  on  its  enforcement  in  every  instance.  It 
can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  judiciary  branch  of  the 
government  will  have  either  the  disposition  or  authority  to 
look  beyond  the  enactmen.ts  of  the  Legislature,  to  ascertain 
whether  they  were  passed  with  or  without  legal  notice  of 
their  introduction.  This  clause  of  the  amended  Constitution 
is  binding  therefore  only  on  the  conscience  of  the  legislator, 
and  is  dependent  upon  this  alone  for  its  observance.  Its 
true  meaning  is  for  that  reason  to  be  sought  with  greater 
diligence  and  adhered  to  w4th  more  vigor.  "  '^  "  In  some 
statutes  special  clauses  have  been  inserted  declaring  that  those 
statutes  shall  be  held  and  deemed  public  acts,  but  this,  as  your 
committee  believe,  has  been  properly  construed  not  to  change 
the  character  of  the  acts,  but  merely  to  determine  the  manner 
in  which  they  shall  be  alleged  and  proved  in  courts  of  justice. 
AVhether  a  statute  be  public  or  2u-ivate  must  depend  on.  its 
nature  and  object.  If  those  be  private,  the  statute  itself  can 
not  be  public,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  the  contrary ;  nor  should  the  evasion  be  allowed  of 
inserting  provisions  of  a  public  kind  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  advertising,  where  they  do 
not  belong  to  the  general  scope  of  the  particular  bill.  The 
general  description  of  public  acts  is,  that  they  relate  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  at  large ;  and  private,  that  they  relate 
to  individuals  and  their  interests  only.  This  vague  descrip- 
tion which  pervades  all  the  elementary  books  and  has  by 
many  been  mistaken  as  a  definition,  affords  but  an  uncertain 
test  for  discrimination.  Your  committee  believe  that  the 
following  points  are  settled  by  adjudication  or  by  common 
consent,  to  wit,  that  all  acts  are  public: 

''1.  Which  concern  all  persons  generally. 

'^2.  Which   affect   the   sovereign   in   any  of  his   rights   of 
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s(iv('ivii;iitv  (»!•  ])i'()})('Tty.  nciicc  ;i!i_v  act  whieli  gives  a  penalty 
111'  tine  t(»  the  State  is,  on  that  aceouiit.  pnl)li('. 

";'..  Which  ('(iiiccni  the  otheers  of  the  Stato,  whether  eivil 
or  military. 

"4.    Which  cniiccrii  ihe  Legislature. 

".'i.  A\'hich  I'clate  to  trade  in  general,  or  the  })uhlie  high- 
\vay>.  til"  iiaxigalilc  rivers. 

"Al!<l  of  these  some  ai'e  terine<l  plililie  local  acts,  and 
others  public  general  acMs,  according  to  their  r<'s]ieetive 
s])hei'es  of  o])ei'alion.  The  foreu'oing  snnnnary  may  nut 
endtrace  all  ads  of  n  pnMic  naiure.  Imt  is  sni)])orted  liy 
unthoidly  so  far  as  it  extends,  and  nuiy  he  nsefnl  in  drawing 
the  line  (d'  di>tincl!om  Private  act-  emhi'ace  all  those  not 
falling  wllhin  any  of  the  descriptions  nf'iresaid.  An  attemin 
t()  define  them  more  ])ai'ticnlai'l v  i-  nniieces<iirv.  Vonr  com- 
mittee ai'c  aware  that  the  ])re<dse  honndary  hetween  ])nl>lic 
and  ])ri\'ate  acts  can  not  in  every  instance  he  determined 
hy  the  rnles  here  fnrnished,  hut  tluy  are  gratitieil  hy  the 
reHectioii  tliat  in  a  great  nuijoidty  of  hills  there  can  he  no 
qnc'-iion  a>  to  iheii-  cdiai-acte!'.  and  in  any  ]iarticnlar  case 
where  iliHicnIty  nia\-  arise,  the  I'ongoing  (da>si tication  nuiy 
he  found  ns(d"ul  if  not  decisixc.  To  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  it  will  helong  to  ap]>ly  thi  m  with  ])ro]iei'  discrimi- 
nation, in  (  a(di  case  in  whi(di  the  a])iilication  hecomes 
necessary." 

1  i'e])rodnce  this  long  extiact.  not  so  nnndi  hecanse  it  is  an 
admirahle  statement  of  the  legal  principles  involved,  as  he- 
canse it  throws  light  n])on  the  stage  of  mcmtal  devch^pment 
at  whicdi  he  had  arrived  win  n  he  was  only  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  and  also  n]>on  his  character.  This  constant  sense  of  the 
eternal  fitness  of  things,  this  assumption  that  1)eeanse  power 
is  irresponsihle.  it  is  the  more  incnndient  npon  those  who 
exercise  it,  to  exercise  it  with  the  utmost  eircums]iection  and 
caution,  charactei'ized  all  his  utterances  and  actions  through- 
out his  wh(Te  eai-eer. 

Whih^  on  liis  way  to  one  of  his  courts,  in  ls;ir;,  he  was 
so  injured  hy  an  unruly  liorse,  that  he  was  comjxdled  to  go 
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North  fur  treatment  in  the  summer  of  1837.  Before  the 
aeeident,  it  was  understood  that  he  or  Judge  Mangum 
was  to  have  been  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Federal 
House  of  Representatives.  Judge  Mangum,  however,  posi- 
tively declined,  and  insisted  that  Mr.  Graham  should  be 
nominated,  and  he  was  nominated  Avithout  a  dissenting  voice. 
He  w^as  absent  at  the  iSTorth  nntil  a  few  days  before  the 
election.  He  could  make  no  canvass.  Instead  he  addressed 
an  open  letter  to  the  voters  of  the  district,  in  w^hich  he  dis- 
cussed the  issues  of  the  day  and  offered  himself  as  a  candi- 
date for  their  suffrages.  Martin  Van  Buren  had  been  Presi- 
dent only  a  few  months,  and  the  country  was  in  the  throes 
of  a  severe  panic,  largely  induced  by  the  arbitrary  measures 
of  his  predecessor,  General  Jackson.  Mr.  Graham,  in  this 
letter,  thus  rapidly  describes  conditions  as  they  then  were: 
"Our  public  moneys  amounting  to  many  million  dollars 
have  been  paid  into  banks  which  are  unable  or  unw^illing  to 
repay  the  government,  and  much  it  is  feared  will  never  be  re- 
paid at  all.  Bank  notes  which  constitute  by  far  the  largest 
portion  of  our  currency  are  no  longer  convertible  into  specie. 
Exchanges  are  destroyed,  so  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  make  remittances  from  one  part  of  our  country  to  an- 
other, to  carry  on  the  necessary  commerce  between  it  and  for- 
eign nations.  Many  of  our  merchants  and  other  citizens,  both 
the  judicious  and  prudent  as  well  as  the  reckless  and  specu- 
lating, have  suddenly  and  unexpectedly,  both  to  themselves 
and  others,  become  insolvent.  Pecuniary  confidence  between 
man  and  man  has  been  greatly  abridged,  and  in  many  places 
destroyed.  The  great  staple  productions  of  the  country 
have  fallen  in  price,  and  agricultural  as  well  as  mechanical 
labor  meets  with  insufficient  reward.  Our  immediate  sec- 
tion of  the  country  from  its  interior  position,  as  well  as 
other  causes,  is  happily  exempt  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
calamities  which  oppress  others ;  but  no  section  can  long 
escape  unless  a  remedy  is  speedily  applied.  Every  section 
is  interested  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  the 
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souiKliiess  of  the  eirculatiiia  nicilinin,  the  facilities  of  do- 
mestic iradc  and  the  ]trn-;]ieritv  df  oiii'  fdreiau  commerce." 
His  iTiucds-  Avas  a  liaiinnal  l)aiik.  siudi  as  that  wliich  was 
cliai'tered  diiriiiu'  ihc  AVasliiii^utoii  and  Aladisdii  admiuisi ra- 
tions. "I  liclifve/"  said  lie.  "that  ( '(iiiiiTess  has  the  C(insti- 
'tntional  powtT  to  establish  >n(di  hank,  and  T.  at  present  per- 
ceive no  measure  hotter  cah-uhited  ti'  relieve  dur  distresses. 
I  am  a\vai-e  of  the  danger  of  mnneved  ])nw(  r.  and  if  sncli 
a  cer])nrati(in  can  nut  he  sd  re-tricted  as  to  he  incapahle  of 
wanfnn  injnry.  either  to  the  ]»nhlic  or  indi\'idnals.  it  should 
not  he  allowed.  Cut  the  leuislative  power  mu.-t  l)e  lamentalily 
impot(iif  if  it  can  not  fa-^hion  the  ei"eation  of  its  own  hands 
that  ii  -liall  lie  accountahle  to  the  law  for  its  conduct  and 
thus  prevent  its  ahuses." 

And  he  concludes  thus:  •'It  i>  known  to  many  of  yrm  that 
I  did  not  concui'  in  the  cU'Ctiou  of  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate, and  sh(tuld  a  competitor  he  presented  Avhom  I  |irefer, 
I  prohidily  shall  not  do  so  at  the  next  election.  I  will  en- 
dea\-or.  n.evertheless,  whether  in  imhlic  or  ]»rivatc  life,  to 
An  justice  to  his  mea-^ures,  and  should  deem  myself  altogether 
unworthy  of  your  (Minfidence.  were  I  capable  of  oiij^osing 
or  su]^]virting  any  meastire  on  accotmt  of  the  sources  from 
whi(di  it  springs,  ^ly  first  wish  is  that  the  country  should 
iie  well  governed,  rather  that  it  shotdd  he  governed  hy  any 
particular  set  of  men." 

The  liah'Kjli  FiCtjistcr  had  the  following  on  his  candidacy, 
issue  of  July  17.  ISoT:  "We  do  not  helieve  there  lives  a 
man  who  can  with  truth  allege  aught  against  the  character 
of  ]\rr.  (Iraham.  AVe  say  of  our  own  kn.owledge.  that  he  is 
as  pure  a  ]")id)lic  man  as  we  ever  saw.  and  if  elected,  will  add 
greatly  to  the  learning,  talent  and  eloquence  of  the  House 
of  which  he  is  a  mendier."  In  the  issue  of  July  ol,  1^37, 
he  is  designated  as  follows:  "^V  man  whom  even  his  political 
foes  res])ect  for  his  acquirements,  and  hoiior  for  the  irre- 
proachable purity  of  his  private  cdiaracter." 
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The  Standard  of  July  19,  1837,  took  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent view:  ''In  him  the  bank  Whigs  and  Wall  street  ]>rokers 
will  have  as  warm  a  friend  and  as  ardent  a  champion  as 
they  desire.  ■^■'  "  '•'  As  to  ]\Ir.  Graham's  private  char- 
acter we  know  nothing  and  have  heard  nothing  against  it. 
He  is  a  man  (if  talents,  hut  he  can  never  he  great  among 
great  men.  '^  '^^  ''•  Though  he  may  he  looked  npon  as 
estimable  as  a  man,  he  is  dangerous  as  a  politician.'" 

At  almost  exactly  the  same  time  and  in  England  another 
newspaper  writer  wrote  of  Mr.  Gladstone:  ''lie  is  a  man  of 
very  consideral)le  talent,  Init  has  nothing  approaching  to 
genius.  His  abilities  are  much  more  the  result  of  an  ex- 
cellent education,  and  of  mature  study,  than  of  any  prodi- 
gality on  the  part  of  nature  in  the  distribution  of  her  mental 
gifts.  I  have  no  idea  he  will  ever  acquire  the  reputation 
of  a  great  statesman.^" 

Mr.  William  Montgomery  w^as  elected  by  101  majority, 
the  only  instance  in  Mr.  Graham's  long  public  life  in  which 
he  was  defeated  in  an  election  before  the  people  of  Xorth 
Carolina. 

He  was  again  a  commoner  from  Orange  County  in  the 
Legislature  of  1S3S-9,  the  only  Whig  elected  in  that  county, 
all  his  colleagues  being  Democrats.  The  House,  however, 
was  Whig,  and  he  was  elected  speaker  over  Michael  Hoke, 
the  vote  being  sixt^-one  to  forty-n.ine.  This  General  Assem- 
bly is  distinguished  by  its  enactment  of  the  first  comprehen- 
sive school  law.  Says  Mr.  Coon' :  "Early  in  the  session  of  the 
Assembly  of  1838-9,  Mr.  Dockery  repeated  his  resolution 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  public  schools.  IT.  G.  S]U'uill 
presented  a  resolution  and  a  plan  which  contemplated  divid- 
ing the  counties  into  school  districts  and  holding  an  election 
in  each  district  on  the  question  of  school  or  no  school.  The 
district  w^as  to  be  empowered  to  levy  a  tax  to  pay  one-half  the 
teacher's  salary,  the  other  to  be  paid  out  of  the  income  of  the 
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literarv  fniid.  A  iiotalde  fo:ituro  nf  this  plan  was  tho  sucgos- 
ridii  rbat  wvry  distrirt  refusing  in  csialilisli  schools  >li(iiil(i  Ije 
iHMjuircd  to  \-(jtf  on  tlio  <iiK'>tion  cvvvy  year  until  tlicy  were 
estalilislicd.  The  plan  >ulini!frod  liy  the  Literary  lioard 
reeoininended  the  division  of  the  State  into  l^Til)  districts, 
estiiuatiug  till'  average  scdiool  populatiou  for  eaeh  district  of 
108  (diihli'en  hetween  the  ages  (d'  five  and  fifteen;  the  estab- 
lishment (d'  normal  s(dioi)ls  after  the  fashion  a<l\'oeated  hy 
Pi'esident  Caldwell  souie  y(  a iv-  hid'ore;  the  holding  of  an  (dec- 
tion  ill  cneh  (  ounty  to  detrrnnne  •whether  it  wa-  willing  to  levy 
a  tax  for  s(di(Mil>  in  anmunt  to  twice  the  sum  exjiected  fi'om 
the  litei'ary  fimd  :  aiid  the  a]>])ointmeut  of  a  state  sujieriu- 
teiident  of  juihlie  s(dio(ils.  It  wa-  estimated  hy  the  hoai'd  that 
the  income  of  the  scdiool  fund  was  ihei,  about  -$100,000. 
This  amount,  added  to  $2<>().i|!i()  ])!•(, po-ed  to  be  raised  by 
county  taxation,  would  jiay  the  li'-M)  t(  ajdiei's  (  ludi  a  salary 
(d"  .$240  a  year.  The  sUgLZcstions  df  the  ImaiNl  wei'e  received 
with  considerable  int<M'est.  Bills  to  carry  out  its  plans  were 
iuti-oduced  in  the  Senate  liy  AVilliam  W.  (  dn  n-y.  and  in  the 
House  by  Fr(  derick  J.  Tlill.  l\lr.  (Iiei'ry's  bill  did  not  con- 
teui]ilate  establishing  s(dio<ils  until  another  uieeting  of  the 
Assembly;  Air.  llillV  bill  j)ro\-idcd  for  their  imuiediate 
establishment.  "''"  "''■  "  The  uet  r(  -ults  (if  the  education  ef- 
forts id'  the  As-emlily  of  1>:'>S-!)  was  th.e  ]iassage.  on  Tauuary 
7,  ls:V.>.  (if  a  law  subnditinu-  the  (piestiou  of  S(dioo]s  or  no 
schools  to  a  Vote  of  the  ])eo])le  of  several  counti(.'s  iu  .Vugust. 
iSoO.  A  favorable  vote  meant  a  county  tax  levy  of  one 
dollar  for  eacdi  two  dolhu^  to  be  r(  c(  ived  from  the  in.come 
of  the  literary  fund.  The  schools  established  wei-e  to  be 
under  the  control  of  five  to  ten  cotnity  stiperiutkuidcuts : 
the  whole  teridtory  of  the  couuty  was  to  lie  divided  into  uo 
more  districts  thau  one  fVir  eaidi  thirty-six  S(]uare  miles,  aud 
the  tirst  term  of  the  scdiools  in  each  district  Avas  to  be  con- 
ducted on  $1^0  (if  couuty  taxation  and  $d(^  iucmne  from  the 
litei-ai'v  fund." 

Xo  member  of  the   Asseuddv  took  a  more  active  interest 
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ill  the  ciiactiuctit  (»!'  this  law,  than  did  the  sjicakcr,  Mr.  (Jra- 
haiii.  Four  out  (if  the  nine  ^^cetions  of  the  original  IIoiisc 
hill  were  in  his  handwritiiiii',  and  two  of  ihc  l)ills  finally 
adu})ted  hy  the  Conference  Coinmittet'  were  also  in  his  hand- 
writing-/ It  is  said  to  have  heen  adapted  from  the  Xew 
York  law  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Coon  very  finely  says  of  this  act":  "While  the  scdiool 
law  of  ISoO  was  not  a  very  satisfactory  nn  asure,  it  mai'ked 
the  lieginning-  of  a  new  era.  Individualism  was  now  gradu- 
ally to  give  way  to  commnnity  spirit;  selfishness  and  in- 
tolerance, which  only  desired  to  be  undisturbed,  must  now 
needs  give  place  to  measures  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  up- 
lift of  the  people ;  hatred  of  taxation  for  schools  must  now 
begin  to  disappear  before  the  da^^^ling  of  that  wiser  policy 
that  no  taxation  is  oppressive  which  is  used  in  giving  equal 
educational  opportunities  to  all." 

Mr.  Graham  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  House  of  CN)iii- 
mons  from  Orange  in  1840.  He  was  accompanied  by  two 
Whig  colleagues  to,  and  ]\Ir.  Wiley  P.  Mangnm  was  senator 
in,  the  General  Assembly  of  1840-1.  So  fair  and  impartial 
as  speaker  was  he  the  preceding  session  that  he  was  reelected 
unanimously  at  this.  The  meeting  of  the  Legislature  was 
immediately  after  the  triumphant  election  of  Harrison  and 
Tyler.  The  State,  falling  in  line,  had  given  the  Whig-  ticket 
a  large  majority.  The  Democratic  Legislature  of  1835-6 
had  instructed  the  then  senators  in  Congress,  Bedford  Brow^n 
and  Wiley  P.  Alangum.  to  vote  for  Benton's  expunging  reso- 
lution. Mangum,  denying  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  to 
instruct  him  how  to  vote,  voted  against  that  resolution,  and 
refused  to  resign.  In  the  campaigii  of  1836  he  and  Browii, 
who  took  the  affirmative  of  the  right  of  tbe  Legislature  to 
instruct,  discussed  the  matter  largely  before  the  people  of 
the  State.  The  General  Assembly,  elected  that  year,  was 
Democratic  by  a  very  small  majority,  and  Mangum  inter- 
preting this  as  a  rebuke  of  his  ovn\  course,  by  the  people 


I  Pub.  Ed.  in  N.  C,  II,  881  and  890.        2  Ibid,  I,  xlvii. 


40  ^SToKTH   Cakolina  ITjsstorioal  Commission. 

themselves.  rcsigiie<l  and  was  sncceeilrj  l)y  Robert  Straiiire, 
a  Deiiioerat.  In  ls.;s-l)  (•(iiidiridiis  wcrv  reversed.  The  [jen- 
tou  r('s«iluti(tii  was  ])asscd  iiv  rhc-  Senate  Jannarv  1<>,  18.'j7, 
l)nth  J]rnwH  and  Sli'an^e  vol  inn  for  it.  The  (icncral  .Vs- 
scndtlv  of  ;ls:!S-'.l  wa>  A\diiu  ])y  a  snhslantial  majority.  Jven- 
iieth  Ilayner.  on  J  )('('cnd)i'i'  4,  ls:;s,  introdiieiM]  in  the  House 
of  CNiinnions  a  somos  of  rcsolniions  that  in  the  a,a'.u'rcu'at(^ 
amounted.  ti:>  a  condmx'd  hut  (h-liiute  statmicnt  of  the  AVhig 
faith,  tlie  first  rc-olulion  eouta.iuinij,  a  ^inijde  alh^uaiion  that 
the  ])r(>ent  senators  lind  not^  ti'uly  r(q)resen1<'d  tlic  people  of 
the  State  ill  \-otin;.';  for  IlontoiTs  expnnuinu'  re^olntire,!.  and 
the  last,  l)einn-  as  follov.-s :  "That  onr  senators  in  Con^'ress 
will  re])r(se]!t  the  wislies  (d'  a  niajoriry  of  the  ]»eople  of  the 
State  hy  \otinii-  to  eniu'y  out  lhe  forei;dina'  resolutions."  There 
is  no  doulit  that  these  I'esolulions  Avere  drawn  u]i  at  a  eonfer- 
enee  of  th<'  AVhiii'  haders,  foi'  the  Jlciiislcr.  in  its  issue  of 
N'o"\-emhi'r  2*!.  ISoS,  sai<l:  "That  course  is  not  to  instruct 
them  as  their  ])ai'ty  iu'-^trueted  ^lanuum  to  do  a  particular 
act  or  resiiiii.  hut  to  i^'ive  so  decithd  and  unequivocal  an  ex- 
]ii'ession  of  the  o])inions  of  th.eir  constituents,  that  tliey  can 
not  disreuai'd  it,  unless  they  are  determined  to  set  at  naught 
ih.e  ]»oj!ular  v.'ill  and  ]traei  ically  assert  their  inde|)endeiice 
«d'  il."  So  e\-ery  ameudment  in  the  ]Ir»u>e  and  in  the  Senate 
was  ^■<lted  down,  and  the  resolution  ]iassed  the  former  l>edy, 
without  dotling  an  /  or  crossin.g  a  /.  Decemlu'i'  ^Tith,  and  the 
latter.  Decendter  27,  fS-'v'^,  in  eacdi  instance  hy  a  strict  party 
\-ote.  so  fai'  as  their  (  ssential  features  were  concerned.  Sena- 
tors ]]rown  and  Strange.  ]U'otesting  that  when  positive  in- 
struetions  Avere  given  them  they  would  either  vote  as  the 
General  Assemhly  commanded  them,  or  resign,  by  a  letter 
to  that  hody.  dated  T)(  cemher  'M,  1S.'>S,  asked  'for  iiKn-e  au- 
thoritative instructions.  These  the  Legislature  never  gave. 
Messrs  Brown  and  Strange,  still  treating  these  resolutions 
as  an  exju-ession  of  o]iinion  on  the  ]iarf  of  the  Legislature, 
whicdi   did   not   concern   them,   refused   to  resio'u   until  Tune 
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30,  1S40.  Their  rosigiiatioiis  were  accijmpaiiiod  In'  lona,- 
explanations,  tlio  gist  of  which  may  he  found  in  the  folluw- 
ing:  "M_v  rcsignati(Mi  is  not  prompted  hy  a  l^dief  that  the 
resolutions  imposed  <ni  me  any  sueh  ohligation,  hut  from  an 
anxious  desire  to  suhmit  my  puhlic  course  to  the  decision 
of  the  ]ieo])le  of  the  State,  which  would  have  heen  done 
sooner,  if  an  election  had  sooner  intervened."  As  I  have 
already  said,  the  General  Assemldy,  elected  the  second  Thurs- 
day in  August,  1840,  was  Whig  by  a  large  majority.  These 
vacancies  were  to  he  filled  hy  it  at  its  coming  N^ovemher  ses- 
sion. Bedfcu'd  Brown's  term  was  to  expire  March  4,  1841, 
Wiley  P.  ]\,rangum  was  elected  to  lill  the  unexpired  term, 
and  also  for  a  full  term  commencing  at  that  date.  Rohert 
Strange's  term  was  to  expire  on  March  4,  1843,  and  William 
A.  Graham  was,  on  Xovember  24,  1840,  elected  to  fill  this 
by  a  vote  <»f  ninety-eight  for  himself  and  sixty-four  for 
Strange.  Both  candidates  were  selected  by  the  AYhigs 
in  caucus,  out  of  some  five  or  six  names.  Mr.  Mangum 
was  at  the  time  the  leader  of  the  Whig  party  in  the 
State.  By  general  consent  of  the  Whigs  at  large  he  was 
to  be  Mr.  Brown's  successor,  and  he  was  unar.imously 
so  named  by  the  caucus.  It  was  a  very  great  and  un- 
usual honor  that  the  Whigs  conferred  on  so  young  a  man 
as  Mr.  Graham  to  choose  him  out  of  five  candidates  as 
United  States  Senator,  when  he  was  a  resident  of  the  same 
county  as  Mr.  Mangum.  It  is,  too,  the  strongest  testi- 
mony to  his  ability  and  his  private  and  public  worth.  His 
selection  was  received  with  great  satisfactioii  by  the  Whigs. 
Said  the  Bcgisfcr  of  November  27,  1840:  "He  is  a  states- 
man of  high  order,  is  a  powerful  del>ater,  and  combined  with 
these  qualifications  has  indefatigable  application.  His  vir- 
tues and  amiable  qualities  endear  him  to  all  who  know  him." 
The  Democratic  comment,  however,  was  rather  caustic,  on 
his  age,  his  lack  of  experience  and  his  geographical  situation. 
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It  was  tlic  s( cdiid  session  dt'  the  I'wciitv— ixrli  Coiiart'S'^ 
lliar  rile  new  sciiatdis  tirst  attcml*  il.  ^Iv.  Min\'j:u\n  was 
swoi'ii  in  (111  I  )ccciiili('r  Dill,  am!  Mr.  (iraliain.  1  )c('('iuli('r  K', 
IS-ln.'  Thar  ('(.niM'c-s  was  1  )i  in.H-i-iric,  Imrli  in  the  Ilmi-c 
and  ill  the  Senate.  The  Senate  was  eemposid.  then,  ef  the 
al)h'st  iiicii  ill  ]iiil)lie  life  thr<Mi;i:linut  the  eeiintry.  Freiii 
A.lah;nna  tli(  re  were  Williani  \l.  K'wi'j;  and  ('lenient  C.  Clay; 
t'riaii  ])(la\vare,  Tlinma-  ( 'laytnii  ;  freni  Xew  Jersey.  Samuel 
L.  Seiiihard:  I'rciii  Iveiitiiehy.  Henry  Clay  aiul  rlehii  J. 
( 'ritt(  iiileii  :  I'l'eni  Mi^-nnri.  Tlmnia-  Menteii  ;  frein  Georgia. 
AA'ilsdii  Lnni]ikin  ;  fmui  Xew  \'erh.  Silas  Wriulit  and  Xa- 
rhaniel  P.  Tal]nia<li:e:  fniiii  .A[a<-aehii-el ts,  Daniel  Webster 
and  dohn  l)a\"is;  iVeiii  Seiith  ('arelina.  dehn  ( '.  Calhonn 
and  A\'illiani  ( '.  Pi'esteii  :  from  X(  w  Ila.mpshire.  !'"ranl<;lin 
Pierce;  iTmii  A'ermdiit,  Samuel  l*i'(  iiti'-s.  ;ind  from  Virg'inia. 
William  II.  Reane.  AFartin  A'an  Dnren's  term  as  |)resident 
was  ex])irin<^'.  and  his  hist  annual  nie-saiic  was  a  def'-nse  of  the 
])oliey  of  his  administration."  Es])eeially  did  he  congratu- 
late the  eonnt  ry  that  in  the  mi<l>t  of  the  vcvy  tryiiia'  con- 
ditions which  confronted  it  at  the  ont-.tart.  a  jianic  and  the 
sto]i|»age  of  sjiecie  payments  ly  the  hanks  and  the  conse(|uent 
l(iss  (if  revenue  from  siudi  a  condition.  coni]ilieate(l  liy  large 
exjiendittires  in  the  rem(i\-;d  of  the  eastern  Indians.  a]i])ro- 
])riations  for  which  had  already  het  n  made,  every  (h  mand 
n])on  it  a.t  home  or  al)roa(l.  h.ad  heeii  ]irom]>lly  mel.  '"'rhis 
has  heen  done  not  only  without  creating  a  peimianent  dehr, 
or  report  to  additional  taxation  in  any  form,  hnt  in  the 
midst  of  a  st(  a.dily  jirogressing  reduction  (d'  existing  Imrdens 
U])on  the  ]i((>])le.  leaving  '^till  a  considerahle  lialance  <d'  avail- 
al)le  funds  whi(di  will  remain  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  "■''  •'  "  The  policy  of  the  Federal  G(>vernnient, 
ill  extinguishing  as  ra])i(lly  as  ]iossilile  the  national  deht.  and 
sul)--e(pi(  ntly  in  r(  sisting  e\-ery  tem])tation  to  ci'cate  a  new 
cue,    deserves    to    lie    regarded    in    the    same    favoralih^    light. 
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Coming-  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  Initli  (a  national 
debt  and  a  national  hank),  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to 
prevent  a  resort  to  either."  Mr.  Graham  was  placed  on  the 
Standing'  Committee  on  Revolntionary  Claims  at  this  ses- 
sion.^ From  that  committee,  on  Jannary  i:^  1841,  he  re- 
ported a  hill  to  t-anse  monuments  to  l)e  erected  in  honor  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Francis  ISTash  and  William  Davidson, 
favorably.'  He  accompanied  the  liill  with  a  special  report 
which  was  ordered  printed.  It  being  his  first  attendance, 
and  at  a  short  session  when  the  Democrats  had  a  majority,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  part  in  the  larger  debates, 
contenting  himself  with  a  constant  attendance,  voting  gen- 
erally with  his  party. 

The  Senate  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  at  the  call 
of  the  President,  met  in  special  session  on  March  4,  1841. 
^Iv.  Webster,  having  been  nominated  as  Secretary  of  State 
by  Mr.  Harrison,  had  resigiied  and  was  succeeded  by  Rufus 
Choate.  Levi  Woodbury,  who  had  l)ecn  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  Van  Buren,  appeared  as  one  of  the  senators 
from  Vermont,  John  J.  Crittenden,  who  had  been  appointed 
Attorney-General,  was  succeeded  by  James  T.  Morehead. 
John  McPherson  Berrien  appeared  from  Georgia,  and  Bich- 
ard  H.  Bayard  from  Delaware.  The  leaders  of  the  Demo- 
crats were  Thomas  H.  Benton,  William  R.  King,  James 
Buchanan,  Silas  Wright  and  Levi  Woodbury ;  of  the  Whigs, 
Henry  Clay,  Thomas  Clayton,  Samuel  Prentiss,  AVilliam  C. 
Rives  and  Wiley  P.  Mangum.  The  Whigs  had  a  majority  of 
seven.  This,  however,  was  merely  an  executive  session  to 
confirm  the  nominations  of  the  new  president,  LTarrison. 
The  new  cabinet  was :  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State ; 
Thomas  Ewing,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  John  Bell,  Secre- 
tary of  War;  George  E.  Badger,  Secretary  of  the  ISTavy ; 
John  J.  Crittenden,  Attorney-General,  and  Caleb  Grainger, 
Postmaster-General — a  very  able  company  of  counselors. 
At   Mr.    Clay's    suo'o-estion.    President    Harrison    called   the 
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Tv\'('ii[y-S('VC'iitli  ('ciiiii'rcss  t(i  meet  in  extrn  session  on  May 
31,  1S41.  T'nfni'innatoly  tnr  the  country  and  fatally  for 
tile  AVliig'  ])arry.  ^Iv.  Harrison  died,  after  a  short  illness, 
on  A])ril  -t.  ]S41.  and  \va>  >ne"('('ded  l.)y  Jdlm  Tyler,  tlie 
Vice-Pi'e^-idciit,  a  1)(  nincrat.  misplaced  in  the  AVliiu'  [larty,  to 
tlic  confusion  and  <li-niay  nf  all  who  wished  it  avcII.  The 
exti-a  SIS'. ion  lie^an  a.t  tlie  tinie  ajijiointed,  the  House  heing 
also  AVliig  liy  nearly  tifty  majority.  •  The  prograui  of  the 
Whigs  as  annitnnccd  hy  their  leader,  ?\[r.  (day,  wa-:^ 

1.  The  ]■(  jieal  of  th(^  suh-irea-ui'v  law. 

2.  Tile  ii!co]'])oratiou  id'  a  l)ank  ada-ttcd  tn  the  wants  of 
the  ]H'o])le. 

'^.  The  ]U'ovi-ion  of  au  ade([ua1e  revenue  (there  Avas  a 
defi(dt  at  the  time,  estiuiated.  of  $14,000,000).  hy  the  impo- 
sition of  tarifT  diuies.  and  a  teuiporary  loan. 

4.   The  ]»a^sage  of  the  uecessary  approjiriatious. 

.").  The  ]n'ospeetive  distrihuti(Ui  of  the  proceeds  of  puhlie 
land  sales. 

<;.  Some  uioditicatiou  of  the  hanking  systeui  of  the  Dis- 
ti'ict  of  C^"llumhia. 

( )f  thi-  general  legislation  in\-ol\-e(l  in  this  ]U'ogram,  all 
was  frustrated  hy  the  veto  of  President  Tyler,  except  the 
repeal  of  the  suh-treasnry  law  and  the  teuiporary  loau. 

The  (diairuieii  of  the  standing  couiinittees  of  the  Senate 
were  chosen  hy  the  ludlot  of  the  seuators,  ]\tr.  Graham  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Coinuiittee  on  Claiuis,"  a  very  iui- 
portaut  po-^itiiiu  for  so  new  and  so  young  a  seuator.  He 
was  also  a  uieuiher  of  the  C'ouimittee  on  Revolutiouary 
Cdaims,''  and  was  ap]^oiiited  a  uieuihcr  of  a  select  com- 
uiittee  on  so  uiu(di  of  the  Presideut's  uiessage  as  related  to 
a  uuiform  currency,  and  a  suitahle  fiscal  ageut,  hy  Mr.  South- 
ard, ])r(sident  ])ro  teui.  of  the  Seuate.'*  Iieuiemheriu.g  that 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the  times  was  the  wholly  inade- 
quate currency  systeui,  this  was  oue  of  the  most  iui]iortaut 
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coiiiinittees  of  the  Cdiigrcss,  and  it  was  Cdinposod  of  very 
able  senators, — Mr.  Clay,  chairman ;  Mr.  Choate,  Mr. 
Wrio-ht,  :\rr.  Berrien,  Mr.  King,  :Mr.  Tallniadge,  Mr.  Bay- 
ard, Mr.  Graham  and  ]\[r.  llnntin.gton.  As  alxivc  said,  h(»\v- 
ever,  all  the  measures  of  this  eummittee  were  made  futile  l)y 
the  veto  of  the  President. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress, 
Mr.  Graham  was  continued  as  chairman  of  the  C*ommittee 
on  Claims,  but  w^as  transferred  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims  to  that  on  Pensions.^  He  presided 
over  the  Senate  as  president  pro  tempore  on  Pebruary  17, 
1S42."  He  was  appointed  second  on  the  special  Committee 
on  Retrenchment,  on  February  2Sth.^  On  March  31sf*  Mr. 
Clay  retired  from  the  Senate,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
friend  and  follower.  John  J.  Crittenden,  who,  with  all  the 
rest  of  the  original  cabinet  except  Mr.  Webster,  had  resigned 
the  preceding  September.  ''I  want  rest,"  ^vi'ote  Mr.  Clay, 
"and  my  private  aifairs  want  attention.  Nevertheless  I  would 
make  any  person, al  sacrifice,  if  by  remaining  here  I  could 
do  any  good ;  but  my  belief  is,  I  can  effect  nothing,  and  per- 
haps my  absence  may  remove  an  obstacle  to  something  being 
done  by  others." 

As  I  have  said,  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  had 
left  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Tyler  an  inheritance  of 
debt,  and  the  compromise  tariff  measure  of  1833,  working 
antomatically,  had  reduced  the  revenues  below^  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  government.  There  was  an  annually  increas- 
ing deficit.  The  special  session  of  1841  had  authorized  a 
temporary  loan  of  $12,000,000,  to  tide  over  immediate 
embarrassments.  Coupled  with  that  measure  was  one  re- 
quiring the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public 
lands  among  the  states,  this  distribution,  however,  to  be  sus- 
pended whenever  the  necessities  of  the  treasury  required  an 
increase  of  the  tariff  duties  above  the  twenty  per  cent  fixed 
by  the  compromise  of  1833.     To  raise  the  duties  above  this 
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Iwciilv  ])('!■  cent  ](_'\-rl  was  alis(.»liii(']y  iicccssarv  to  secure  an 
a<le(piat<'  ]'eveinie  for  the  exjieiises  ni  the  liovei'iiineut.  Thus 
auv  further  dlstriliut  ion  'if  these  funds  auioUii'  tlie  states 
eouhl  U(jt  l)e  made.  Tudi'i'd  >u(di  was  the  eondifiou  nf  the 
treasnrv.  that  ( 'oui^ress  wa~  eoiujicllrd  at  the  ensuing  session 
to  extend  the  h)an  ni'  ISH  and  aihl  $.".. 000,000  thereto.  The 
Denioei-ats  wish(  d  to  (h'Vrite  the  ]iroeeeds  of  the  sah'  of  the 
}iul)lie  hinds  to  the  li'raduai  li.piidation  of  this  teni])orary 
hian.  This  ihe  \Vhiii,s  (>])]H)scd,  amh  havinu'  a  nnijui'ity,  de- 
f(  at(  (1.  It  was  whih'  the  liill  auflioi'izin;:  tin's  loan  was  ]icnd- 
inu'  that  AFr.  (Jraliani  made  his  fii'st  set  s|)eeeh,  .\.])ril  !■), 
ISdi'.  He  tirst  shows  that  diirinif  tlie  fnui'  years  of  the  Xiwi 
Ijuren  a(hninisii'al  ion.  the  exrieiises  of  the  uovernnient  ex- 
'*ee(h'd  its  revenue  liy  $;^.  1 .000.000  ;  that  this  defi(dt  was  re- 
duced to  $:).:,00.000.  liy  the  a]>])lication  (d'  triM;,000,000  of 
extraor<linary  funds.  $l7.0oO.Ooo  ,,f  snr])]us  at  the  beoin- 
ninii'  'd'  the  a(hninistration.  $'.i.OOO.oot)  of  wlncli  '-liould  have 
been  the  foui-th  installuKuit  of  the  dejiosit  od"  hind  ]iro- 
ceeds  with  the  states,  and  $!),000.000  wei-e  received  from 
debts  due  the  Ignited  States.  ]irin<d])al]y  for  th<'  sah-  of  its 
stock  in  the  hite  Bank  of  the  Tnited  States;  that  they  not 
o]dy  di\'erted  tliis  ca])ital  to  the  ]iaynieut  of  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  ii'overnnieiU.  but  they  were  eoni])el]ed  to 
bu-row  $.'').500.000  more  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to 
meet  their  extravaa'ant  ex])enditures.  and  this  IcLi'aey  of  delit 
they  have  hd't  t()  the  Tyh-r  a(hninistration.  "To  meet  this 
deficiency,  ^vhat  have  vre  (  Tnstea<l  of  sui']dus.  we  have  debt. 
Instead  of  extraordinary  means  fallinc,'  in.  W(^  have  a  daily 
increasinii-  chariic  of  interest.  Instead  of  a  tariff  of  forty 
per  cent.  Ave  have  one  nearly  approaching-  20  ]-)er  cent,  and 
that  u]ion  little  more  than  half  the  imj^orts.  What  then  is 
to  be  done?  -^  *  *  ~}^ly  President,  our  whole  duty  in 
this  emero'eney  seems  to  l)e  com]irehended  in  three  propo- 
sitions : 

"1.   BorroAv  such  sum,  upon  the  best  terms  we  can  obtain. 
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as  will  i\'li('\-('  oiu-  })i'cst'iit   ucccssii  i('>,   uiul   sa\c  the   puljlic 
honor  Irdiu  disgrace. 

"2.  ItodiU'c  our  ex[)onsos  to  the  lowest  })<)iiit  which  is  eoii- 
sistcnt  with  an  efficient  pnhlic  service. 

''3.  Levy  such  duties  upon  ini[)()rts  as  are  necessai-y  for  an 
economical  administration  of  the  government,  and  no  more." 

The  Democrats  had  suggested  that  the  Tyler  administra- 
tion could  rt'lieve  itself  of  all  its  linancial  difficultit^^  liy  de- 
manding the  return  of  the  $2y,000,(>()()  of  land  proceeds  al- 
ready distributed  among  the  states,  ^ir.  Graham  proceeds 
in  a  calm,  courteous  and  well-reasoned  argument  to  show 
that  sucdi  extraordinary  funds  were  not  to  be  devoted  to  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  according  to  the  scheme 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  even  if  they  conld  surmount  the 
impracticableness  and  injustice  of  the  scheme  of  taking  back 
from  the  states  the  money  which  had  been  so  recently  de- 
posited with  them.  "I  have  said,  ]\[r.  President,  that  the 
authors  of  the  Constitution  did  not  rely  upon  the  ])ul)lic 
lands  as  a  means  for  the  ordinary  maintenance  of  govern- 
ment, and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  effectuate  their  design 
to  make  this  a  government  of  limited  powers,  confined  to 
comparatively  few  objects,  it  ought  to  be  restricted  to  those 
modes  of  supply  pointed  out  in  the  Constitution.  .Vll  hist<u'v 
will  verify  the  fact,  that  those  nations  have  been  most  re- 
markable for  ])urity  and  correctness  of  administration,  for 
the  strictest  accountability  of  public  agents,  and  have  longest 
preserved  their  liberties,  who  have  kept  their  ruling  powers 
constantly  de]iendent  upon  the  contributions,  direct  or  in- 
direct, annually  levied  upon  the  people.  As  a  certain  writer 
has  remarked,  'They  who  would  trample  on  their  rights  are 
restrained  by  the  want  of  their  money.'  This  general  truth 
applies  with  tenfold  force  to  a  government  like  that  of  the 
United  States,  far  distant  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
whom  it  affects,  and  so  complicated  in  its  structure  and  so 
diversified  in  its  operations,  that,  to  keep  up  a  minute  knowl- 
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(Mlgo  of  its  details  of  adiiiiiifstratioii.  f('(lera]  jioliiics  mr.-t 
1)('  iiiadc,  1(1  a  tivfdt  cxU'iit.  an  (^\(■l^^i^■(_■  jn-ofcssiiiu.  That 
|)('i'iod  of  our  liistorv.  avIu  ii  jii'culai  ion  and  (■nilx-zzli'inciit 
were  iiio'-;t  rife,  wlicn  tlio  I'opon-iliiliTv  of  jiuMic  otliccrs  was 
least  I'iuid.  Avlicii  -alai'ios  were  uni'ciiulatcil  and  flie  iiains 
in  many  ofHccs  wci'c  almost  what  their  holdei's  desired,  and 
v/lien  a])i>ropi'iations  wei-e  mo.-t  extra\'ai:ant.  was  the  peri<:id 
whi'di  I  ha\-e  revie\ve<l  in  the  hrst  jiart  of  these  remarks 
(Van  Biireirs  admini-lration  ).  when  re\-eniie  was  not  re- 
dniidant  hut  aro--ly  deticient.  hnt  thert'  W(  I'e  snrplnses  and 
extraordinary  m(  ans  in  your  coffers,  which  the  administra- 
tion liad  iiothinji-  to  do  with,  hnt  to  expend.  Thiidv  yon, 
sir,  tlnit  in  any  othei-  -tate  of  the  tr(  asnry.  a  district  att(.iriiey 
v\'oidd  lia\-e  heeii  allowed  to  rec(dve  emolnm<'nts  iireatei",  hy 
more  than  one-half,  than  the  salary  of  the  Pi'esident  of  the 
Tnileil  States — ^realer  aeeordii'ii-  to  hi-  oAvn  declaration 
when  ahoiit  to  lea\'e  otlice.  'than,  any  citizen  (d'  a  free  re- 
pnldic  onaht  to  reeei\e";  tliat  mar-dials,  eollector>  of  cnstoms 
and  }»ostnuisters,  wonld  have  hcen  j^ernntted.  like  Uonutn 
proconsnls,  to  enrieh  tliemsel\-es  to  immense  fortunes  ont 
of  the  offices  ereate(l  for  pnhlie  henefit  alone,  and  oftentimes, 
hy  like  instances  oi  official  ahnses — altn'-es  to  whicli  no  cor- 
rective was  ap])lied  until  the  third  of  ]\[ar(di.  1S41.  the  very 
last  (jay  of  th.e  late  administration,  when  a  clause  was  in- 
serted in  tile  a])))ro])i'iati(.n  hill — a  kind  ni  lierptest  to  pions 
nses  n])on  the  deathhed  repentance,  spoken  nf  hy  the  sena- 
tor from  Sonth  Carolina  (^Iv.  Preston).  r(-straining-  the  com- 
jK'nsatioii  (if  these  fiinctioiuiries  to  $n.000  per  annnm.  for 
the  fnture." 

On  ^lay  HI,  l>^d2,  ^Iv.  ]\[anonm  was  elected  jn-esident 
pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  in  the  place  of  ^[r.  Sicithard,  of 
Xew  Jersey,  who  had  resiiiiied.  thns  nmkino  a  vacancy  on 
the  Finance  Committee.^  ^Iv.  Graham  was  a])]iointe(l  to 
fill  this  vacancy.-  A  question  ahont  which  there  was  mnch 
discussion  at  this  session  was  the  redistrictin^'  <if  the  country 
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according'  to  the  census  of  18-iO.  The  Democrats  were  in 
favor  of  leaving  the  matter  of  electing'  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  bv  districts  or  by  a  general  ticket  t<;)  the 
legislatures  of  the  various  states,  Mr.  Graham  was  in  faxor 
of  Congress  determining  this  question  for  itself  and  of  its  re- 
quiring the  legislatures  to  lay  off  contiguous  districts  con- 
taining a  certain  nuinl)er  (70,080)  of  voters,  thus  in  effect 
prohibiting  the  election  of  representatives  by  general  ticket. 
On  June  o,  1842,  he  made  a  very  able  speech  sustaining  this 
view.  He  discusses  it,  first,  from  the  standpoint  of  expedi- 
ency and,  second,  from  the  standpoint  of  its  constitutictnality. 
In  Concluding  the  latter  branch  of  the  discussion,  he  said : 
'^But  we  are  told  we  have  no  power  to  pass  this  law,  because 
we  can  not  enforce  its  execution  by  penal  sanctions ;  and  an 
urgent  appeal  is  made  to  us  by  the  senator  from  'New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  "Woodbury)  to  know  whether  an  armed  force  or 
a  ^vi'it  of  mandamus  is  to  be  sent  to  the  state  legislatures  to 
compel  them  to  lay  off  the  districts.  'No,  sir,  neither.  jSTo 
one  ever  conceived  the  idea  of  compelling  a  free  legislative 
assembly  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  anything  by  physical  force, 
or  the  precept  of  a  court  of  justice.  The  crime  of  omission 
or  commission  in  their  constitutional  duty,  like  that  of 
parenticide  among  the  Athenians,  is  provided  with  no  legal 
sanction,  but  left  to  the  oaths  and  consciences  of  men,  to  an 
accountability  to  public  opinion,  and  to  that  constituency 
whose  rights  have  been  outraged  or  neglected.  The  preserv- 
ation of  this  government  greatly  depends  on  the  faithful 
fulfillment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Constitution  on  the 
state  legislatures.  If  a  majority  of  them  shall  fail  to  elect 
senators  (as  one  has  done),  if  five  or  six  of  those  in  the 
largest  states  shall  fail  to  make  regulations  for  choosing 
electors  of  president  and  vice-president,  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  Congress,  the  Union  would  be  as  effectually  dissolved 
as  if  sve  who  are  sent  to  the  legislatiAe  halls  of  the  capitol 
should  obstinately  refuse  to  attend  in  our  places  and  pass 
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The  laws  aimuallv  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  govern- 
nieiit.  It  is  faith.  hdiKtr,  eonseienee.  and  not  the  hangman's 
whip,  (in  which  at  last  rest  the  blessings  of  this  nobh'St  human 
institution  which  has  ever  been  Je\'ise(l  for  the  security,  the 
welfare  and  the  ha])piness  of  niaii.  The  duties  of  the  states, 
under  oui'  (/(institution,  are  not  t(.>  be  deternuncd  by  their 
liability  to  punishnK'Ut,  but  liy  the  co\'enants  into  which  th(_'y 
entere(l  by  that   instriiniciii".'" 

At  this  session  of  Congress  a  tariff  bill  was  passed.^  It 
re]ii'esente(l  faii'ly  the  Whig  idea  of  a  tariff.  /.  r.  for  revenue 
with  incidental  ]»r(itecti(in.  Idle  Ti-esident  had  already  stated 
his  objection  to  a  bill'  that  contained  a  ]irovi>ion  continning 
the  distribution  id'  the  jiublic  land  salo.  Mv.  (Iraham  was 
with  the  |)emoci'ats  in  nearly  all  tlie  re(hictions  ju'oposed 
by  them  during  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  voted 
against  it  on  its  third  and  final  reading.  He  ^vas  very 
earnestly  in  favor  of  continuing  the  (li>tribution  of  the  pro- 
eet'ds  of  the  sale  of  jiulilic  lands,  and  this  bill  being  a  sur- 
render to  the  President  on  this  subject,  he  coidd  not  vote  for 
it  without  stultifying  his  own  record.  ('om])arcd  with  the 
present  it  was  an  exceedingly  moderate  ]U'otection  measure, 
not  averaging  more  than  thirty  ])ei'  cent.  Moderate,  however, 
as  protection  was  at  that  jieriod.  he.  being  a  southerner,  was 
even  more  moderate.  Ke  said  himsdf  in  his  lettt'r  accept- 
ing the  Whig  nomination  f;.r  go\-ernor.  Decendier  18,  ISI;]: 
''I  have  uo  hesitation  in  saying,  that  whilst  I  think  the  govern- 
ment should  collect  the  1(  ast  amount  of  money,  which  may  be 
necessary  for  an  efHcient  ])ublic  service,  in  laying  duties  to 
raise  such  sum,  I  would  incidentally  afford  protection  to 
American  interests,  when  they  were  deemed  of  suificient  im- 
portance to  deserve  it,  as  well  as  counteract  the  effects  of 
restrictive  regulations  on  our  trade  l\v  foreign  nations 
whei-ever  it  should  a])]iear  expedient  to  do  so.  ^  ^v  ^  j 
did  not  vote  for  the  tariff  now  existing.  Some  of  its  duties 
were  higher  than  T  a]iproved.  l>ut  in  the  vacant  condition  of 

•Senate  Journal,  1841,  2,il.        ^Ibid,  643. 
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the  treasury,  1  would  not  have  withheld  from  it  my  supijort 
had  an  amendment  whieh  I  offered,  proposing  a  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states,  been 
incorporated  in  the  bill." 

At  the  third  session  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress, 
1842-8,  he  was  again  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
second  on  the  Connnittee  on  Finance,  and  second  on  the 
Special  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  Mr.  Graham  was  only  thirty- 
eight  years  and  five  months  old  when  his  term  as  United 
States  Senator  expired  in  March,  ISlo,  and  consider  the 
intluential  position  he  had  taken  in  that  august  body,  we 
need  no  stronger  evidence  of  his  ability,  his  faithfulness 
and  his  industry.  The  functions  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  at  that  time  Avhen  there  was  no  court 
of  claims,  were  very  much  like  that  of  a  chancellor  presid- 
ing over  a  court  of  equity.  Many  important  matters  were 
presented  to  that  committee  while  Mr.  Graham  was  chair- 
man, matters  which  involved  the  reading  and  digesting  of  a 
great  mass  of  written  evidence,  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  of  justice  to  the  case  under  consideration, 
and  finally  the  rendering  of  the  written  opinion  in  such  form 
as  to  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  the  great  lawyers  and 
eminent  statesmen,  who  constituted  the  body  to  which  the 
report  was  made.  ISTone  of  his  reports  was  perfunctory,  and 
some  of  them  show  such  industrious  mastery  of  detail,  such 
capacity  for  sifting  out  the  strong  from  the  w^eak,  the  true 
from  the  false,  from  a  great  mass  of  conflicting,  or  obscure, 
or  false  testimony,  such  clearness  in  statement  of  conclu- 
sions of  fact  and  enunciation  of  legal  and  constitutional 
principles  applicable  to  them,  that  we  are  convinced  he  would 
have  made  a  gi-eat  chancellor  as  well  as  a  great  senator,  if 
fair  opportunity  had  presented  itself.^ 

The  Legislature  elected  in  N"orth  Carolina,  in  1842,  was 
largely  Democratic    in    both    branches.      Mr.   Romulus  M. 

'See  his  Report,  Harris-Farrow  Claim,  3  Senate  Doc,  27th  Con.,  3d  Session,  No.  157. 
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Sauiulei'.^  and  Mr.  Bedford  IJruwii,  both  Democrats,  were 
candidates  to  succeed  Mr.  Graham,  and  divided  the  votes  of 
that  party  between  them,  while  the  AYhigs  voted  to  a  man 
for  Air.  Graham.  On  L)(:c(nd)»r  20,  ls42,  Mr.  Graham's 
name  was  withdrawn  frum  the  ballntting,  and  the  next  chiy 
Mr.  William  II.  Haywood,  Jr.,  was  elected  senator.  fSays 
the  BaleigJi  Bcglslcr  of  December  -l'-),  1>^42:  "The  elevation 
of  this  gentleman  over  the  bead  ef  all  of  the  leaders  of  the 
genuine  Democracy  is  a  strdug-  exhibition  of  political  leger- 
denuiin.  in  which,  however,  we  believe  he,  himself,  had  no 
hand.  (As  a  nnUter  of  fact  he  was  not  in  Raleigh  at  the 
time.)  '^  '^  "  At  the  beginning  of  the  session.  Judge 
Saunders  was  taken  up  as  a  representative  of  the  Calhotm 
wing  (d'  tlie  ]»arty,  while  the  hLm.  IJedford  Brown,  being 
the  bean  ideid  ^f  pure  Lu-ofoeoism,  was  the  nucleus  about 
which  tlie  elements  of  \'an  Bnreni>ni  rallieil.  It  was  in  vain 
that  caucus  after  caucus  was  held.  The  friend>  of  Saunders, 
regarding  his  success  as  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  Mr. 
('alhdun,  would  not  give  way.  though  in  a  minority.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  of  Brown's  friends  at  an  early  period  de- 
clared thai  ihey  would  [irefer  ]\Ir.  Grab.am  to  Judge  Saunders, 
and  some  of  them  aliii'uied  that  in  no  event  could  they  be 
brought  to  the  support  ni  any  nmn  tainted  with  nullification." 
After  ]\rr.  (ri^aham's  withdrawal  on  the  10th.  the  AYhigs 
had  no  candidate,  bur  voted,  some  fiu-  Saunders,  and  others, 
scattering.  AVhen  the  Democrats,  however,  centered  upon 
]\rr.  Haywood,  tluy  again  voted  as  a  l)ody  foi-  him,  the  final 
ballot  standing  IIayw<>od  ninety-five  and  Graham  sixty-nine, 
with  two  scattering. 

FIRST  TERM   AS  GOVERNOR 

At  the  end  of  his  term  of  service  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  Air.  GJraham  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law  at 
Tlillsboro.  But  the  peojJe  of  Xorth  Carolina  were  not  wil- 
ling that  he  should  remain  long  out  of  their  service. 

The  'Whigs  throughout  the  State,  wliile  they  were  intensely 
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indignant  at  what  they  regarded  as  Mr.  Tyler's  treason  to 
their  party,  were  not  diseouraged  by  it.  They  turned  as 
one  man  to  Mr.  Chiy,  as  their  candidate  for  the  })resi- 
deney  in  18-i-l-,  and  to  Mr.  Graham  as  their  candidate  for 
governor.  The  Whig  State  Convention  was  hehl  in  Raleigh 
December  7,  1843,  and  Mr.  Graham  was  unanimously  and 
with  great  enthusiasm  chosen  as  its  candidate  for  g(»vernor. 
It  was  with  some  sacrifice  of  his  financial  interests  that  he 
accepted  this  nomination.  He  said  in  his  letter  of  accept- 
ance, Decend)er  18,  1843:  "But,  liDwever  gratifying  to  an 
honorable  pride,  your  C(^nimunication  awakens  feelings  also 
of  a  different  character.  It  breaks  in  upon  my  plans  of 
life,  my  professional  and  agricultural  pursuits,  and  demands 
a  sacrifice  of  interests  which  can  not  well  be  spared  from  my 
family.  I  ha(^Iierefore  most  earnestly  and  anxiously  hoped 
that  the  choice  of  the  convention  would  have  fallen  on  some 
one  of  those  able  and  virtuous  citizens,  whose  names  have 
been  connected  with  this  subject  and  whose  disinterestedness 
and  zeal  in  the  Whig  cause,  is  only  equaled  by  their  devotion 
to  its  principles.  Nevertheless,  with  my  conceptions  of  duty 
(however  much  I  had  wished  it  otherwise)  I  have  no  alter- 
native but  to  accept  the  nomination.  Without  stronger  rea- 
sons than  any  I  have  to  urge,  I  could  not  hold  any  other  per- 
son justified  in  refusing  a  call  from  such  a  source,  to  lend 
his  name  and  his  eff(U'ts  to  the  support  of  principles,  which, 
I  verily  believe,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  enduring  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  the  country."^ 

Mr.  Graham's  opponent  was  a  personal  friend  and  fellow 
county-man,  Michael  Hoke,  of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Hoke  was 
young  (only  thirty-four  years  of  age),  ardent  and  able.  He 
was  considered  the  most  promising  of  the  younger  Democrats 
of  the  State,  had  great  personal  magnetism,  was  a  fine  de- 
bater and  universally  popular.  He  was  a  man  of  irreproach- 
able character  and  had  a  sTeat  deal  of  humor,  but  it  was  a 


1  Note. — He  was  urged  very  strongly  by  Senator  Mangum  and  Mr.  James  W.  Osborne 
not  to  accept  this  nomination,  tliat  his  proper  place  was  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  this 
would  prevent  his  being  considered  for  that  place. 
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kindly,  genial  linnior  that  left  little  .-ting  behind  it.  His 
death,  on  September  1»,  1S44.  fi'din  a  fe\-er  cnnti-aeted  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  dnring  this  canqiaign.  was  a  great 
loss  to  the  Stat(\  ami  it  wa-  deplored  seareelv  less  by  his 
jiolitieal  opponents  than  by  his  ])arty  assoeiates.  The  cam- 
paign "was  ai'(lnons.  the  candidates  occasionally  nieeting  in 
joint  discnssion.  Graham,  more  learned,  more  experienced, 
calmer,  more  digintied  and  im])re-sive ;  IToke.  moi'e  nimbl(\ 
quicker,  brighter  and  imu'e  entertaining.  The  Graham-Hoke 
cani])aign  was  long  s]ioken  of  in  the  Stat(^  in  \-ery  nnndi  the 
siime  terms  that  we  >]ieak  of  the  A'ance-Serth'  campaign  of 
187<'>,  as  one  of  the  mo>t  remarkable  in  the  history  of  the 
State,      ^fr.  Gi'aham   was  elected  by  .■!.15;^)   majority. 

Here  is  a  contemporary  estimate  of  ^Iv.  Graham  whicdi  T 
give.  Tt  is  that  (d"  a  ]tolitical  follo\v(-r.  but  allowing  some- 
thing f(n'  natnral  ])artiality  and  exaggeration,  its  essential 
features  present  him  Vi'vy  near  as  he  \va<:  "Governor  Gra- 
ham dignilies  and  adorns  e\-erything  Ik.'  toucdie-.  Sn(di  grace, 
sncdi  elegance,  siudi  ease.  >n(di  candor  and  -o  mncdi  jilacid 
elo(|nence.  were  never  seen  Ixd'ore  concentrated  in  one  man. 
He  can  not  fail  to  accpiire  the  atteiitinn  df  his  audience,  and 
when  aiMpiired.  he  keei»s  it  (diained  with  a  magic  spell.  We 
have  seen  s])eakers  wh<i  M'cnied  as  if  they  snatched  the  very 
lightnings  and  thunders  of  liea\'en  to  assist  them  in  over- 
j'xtwering  the  sens(^s  and  ar(Ui<ing  tlu^  ])as-ions  of  their 
heai-(  rs;  we  hi\ve  seen  those  who  appeared  to  make  the  very 
walls  laugh  with  anecdote  and  the  air  boisterous  with  mirth: 
we  ha\'e  seen  those  whose  jdain,  matter-of-fact  statements  f(dl 
with  Convincing  force  upon  the  judgment.  l)ut  in  so  cold  and 
f<ii-nnd  a  manner  that,  although  we  were  comjxdled  to  ac- 
knowle(lge  the  force  of  the  argument  and  the  solidity  of  the 
facts,  we  could  not  forget  the  re])ulsive  manner  of  the 
speaker;  but  never  have  we  seen  so  due  a  degree  of  the  excel- 
lences of  a  public  speaker  united  in  one  man  as  in  Governor 
Graham.  He  is  ])ossessed  of  a  lofty  dio'uity  without  haughti- 
ness,   case   without    affectation,    talent    Avithout    vanity,    and 
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priiieii)l('s  which  have  the  respect  of  even  those  who  enter- 
tain othi'rs."  Of  eoiirse  the  tone  of  this  is  exaggerated,  bnt 
after  all  it  is  simply  truth  somewhat  enlored.  Governor 
Graham  had  a  vei'v  line  and  nohle  pi-eseiice.  ITc  was  at  this 
time  the  handsomest  man  in  j)ulilie  life  in  Xortli  ('arolina. 
The  tones  of  his  voice  Avere  mellow  and  harmonious,  and, 
though  not  strong,  wt'll  modulated.  His  action  was  fi-ee, 
easy  and  graceful,  on  occasion  warming  into  energy.  His 
matter  was  carefully  arranged  so  as  to  give  his  argument 
the  effect  of  cumulation.  He  Avas  fair  in  statement,  and 
perfectly  honest  and  sincere  in  the  positions  he  took.  His 
public  addresses,  though  always  orderly  arranged,  are  never 
closely  reasoned.  He  knew  the  danger  of  the  logical  short 
cut  in  dealing  with  public  questions.  Its  beauty  and  f(n-ce 
could  be  appreciated  only  by  the  initiated,  and  such  were 
not  his  felloAV-citizens  whom  he  was  addressing.  He  very 
seldom  dealt  in  sophistry.  Indeed  so  practical  a  mind  as  his 
could  rarely  do  so.  In  short  the  matter  of  his  public  speeches 
was  interesting  and  instructive,  while  his  nnmner  was  always 
attractive. 

On  January  1,  1845,  he  was  installed  as  governor,  the 
oaths  of  ottice  being  administered  by  the  Chief  Justice, 
Ruffin,  in  the  Commons  Hall,  in  the  presence  of  both  houses. 
He  then  delivered  his  inaugural  address.  After  a  merely 
cursory  glance  at  the  relations  of  the  State  to  the  Federal 
Government,  in  which  he  condemned  the  practice  of  devoting 
so  much  of  our  public  discussions  to  Federal  topics,  he  con- 
fines himself  to  the  problems  which  were  to  confront  him  in 
his  coming  administration.  "That  these  important  concerns 
of  the  nation  should  be  objects  of  constant  observation  and 
active  vigilance  is  to  be  expected  and  desired ;  but  that  they 
should  be  so  to  the  exclusion  of  those  immediate  interests 
which  come  to  our  homes  and  our  firesides,  and  which  are 
wisely  retained  under  state  jurisdiction,  is  a  misfortune  to 
be  deprecated.  If  we  glory  in  the  name  of  American  citizens, 
it  should  be  with  feelings  akin  to  filial  affection  and  grati- 
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tilde,  that  wo  romcuiluT  we  are  ^^ortli  Carolinians;  and  that 
the  pr('sci'vati<i!i  and  pi'(i>]i(  ritv  nf  diir  system  and  its  ability 
to  secure  the  jx'i'iiiaiicnt  and  haliitual  attacdiniciit  of  the 
])co])]e,  depeiid  ([iiite  a^  miudi,  nay  nnieli  nidrc  upon  an  en- 
liiihteiicil  ])o]icy  and  a  enrrect  adinini.^tration  in  the  state 
g-<jverniucuts  than  iu  that  ni'  the  union.  "•'^  '■■  •■''  Xorth 
Carnliiia.  ]i(iss(  ssiuu'  a  soil.  u]Min  the  a\'eraae  iint  aliove  the 
niediinn  ai'ado  of  fertility,  huv  yieldina'  fruitful  returns  to 
patient  toil  in  nur  aonorally  ^ahiluuMUs  (diinatc;  ex(duded  hy 
the  nature  of  our  -ea  e<ia.--t  fruiu  any  cidarucd  share  in  the 
('(ininioi'cc  of  the  worhl.  her  ]M'o]i1('  have  been  inured  to  self- 
rt']ianc( .  industry  and  econ.diny.  ddie  natural  fruits  of  this 
siniatinij  ha\-('  hocn  pcrsnnnl  ind(pcndcnee.  unostentatious 
se]f-r(S])c(_'l.  habits  in  gcnc'ral  of  lunrality.  (iliedience  to  the 
law,  fi<lelity  \n  en^-ai!,''ni('nts.  ]))dilic  and  ])ri\'ate.  frna'ality 
in  expenditures  and  loyalty  to  the  u(tvernnient.  the  offspring 
of  the  simple  manners  and  honest  and  manly  (diaraeter  r)f  its 
citizens.""  He  then  ]ir(iceed>  tn  show  the  necv'S'^ity  for  eun- 
timietl  ctTniMs  Id  ]irovide  an  adeijuate  commnn  school  >ystem. 
and  the  means  for  creating  an  adequate  market  for  the  ])ro- 
dinM>-  of  tile  jHMijilc:  "Tf  we  can  not.  without  too  great  a 
loss  of  ])roiits.  send  our  >ta]iles  to  existing  markets,  we  must 
endeavor  to  1)i'ing  a  market  nrarer  to  them,  by  inducing 
cajutal  t(t  come  to  the  State,  by  utilizing  local  capital  in  the 
establishment  nf  various  industries  for  whi(di  the  State  eonld 
]n'o\-ide  sii  muidi  raw  material.  l)y  the  building  «d'  more  rail- 
roads and  better  hjcal  highways.  Our  country  must  be  made 
to  hold  out  the  hope  and  ex]iectation  of  ae(piiring  the  means 
of  comf(U"tal)le  livelihi)od  and  a  reasonable  accumulation,  or 
its  population  can  not  he  expected  to  remain,  nor  its  resources 
to  increase.  While  labor  is  the  true  foundation  of  national 
wealth,  it  may  be.  much  aided  in  its  efforts  by  the  kind  and 
upholding  hand  of  government."  lie  conchides  thns:  "In 
our  ]ia*t  history  we  have  gained  a  high  character  for  the 
virtiu"^  of  honesty  ami  fidelity.  Thus  far  our  escutcheon 
is  unstained,  the  ]uiblic  faith  has  been  kept,  the  ]mldic  honor 
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is  inviolate.  And  whatever  tests  may  await  us  in  the  future, 
k't  us  fervently  unite  our  invocations  to  that  good  Providence, 
who  has  so  signally  upheld  and  preserved  us  heretof(jre,  that 
our  beloved  Xorth  Carolina  may  still  be  permitted  to  walk 
in  her  integrity,  the  object  of  our  loyalty  and  pride,  as  she 
is  the  home  of  our  hearts  and  affections." 

The  Register  of  January  8,  1845,  commented  on  this  ad- 
dress as  follows:  "We  have  never  seen  a  larger  or  more 
intelligent  assemblage  on  a  similar  occasion  in  our  State ; 
and  we  can  say  without  disparagement  to  others  that  the  ad- 
dress of  Governor  Graham  on  the  occasion  was  decidedly  the 
best  inaugural  we  have  ever  heard,  or  have  ever  seen  from 
any  of  the  state  executives  of  the  union.  It  speaks  the  words 
of  truth  and  soberness  to  our  sister  states  and  counsels  our 
own  in  a  langn.age  of  the  soundest  wisdom." 

One  of  the  first  problems  with  which  Governor  Graham 
had  to  deal  was  the  foreclosure  of  the  State's  mortgage  on  the 
Raleigh  (t  Gaston  Railroad.  The  building  of  railroads  was, 
of  course,  a  new  thing  in  Xorth  Carolina.  The  lack  of  ex- 
perience in  such  v\-ork,  as  usual,  wrought  its  own  penalty. 
It  cost  more  than  it  should,  and  was  operated  badly — ex- 
pensively and  inefficiently.  The  State  had  made  itself  liable 
as  surety  on  $787,000  of  its  bonds.  The  company  had  failed 
to  pay  even  the  annual  interest  on  these  bonds,  and  the 
State  was  forced  to  pay  both  interest  and  a  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal. Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  for  the  foreclosure 
of  all  the  mortgages  on  all  of  the  property  of  that  company 
at  the  Spring  term,  1845,  of  the  Wake  County  Court  of 
Equity.  But  owing  to  the  resistance  made  by  the  company, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Superior  Court  in  their  favor,  an 
appeal  was  rendered  necessary  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  decree  of  foreclosure  was  postponed  to  the  fall  term  of 
that  year.  The  cost  of  the  road  was  $1,500,000,  and  it 
brought  at  the  foreclosure  sale,  on  the  bid  of  the  State, 
through  Governor  Graham,  $363,000. 

The  Legislature  of  1844-5,  also,  made  it  the  dutv  of  the 
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Governor  td  ('(illcct  the  nicniorials  of  the  liGVolinioiiiii-y  his- 
tory of  the  State.  Ill  ])nrsnaii('c  of  this.  Governor  Graham 
wrote  to  Judiie  Franeis  Xavier  ^Martin,  of  Louisiana,  on 
Febrnarv  ^s,  1845:  'vFi-esnniinu  that  your  rcseai'ches  when 
engaged  in  writing  the  history  of  the  State  ]int  yon  in  ])os- 
sessio]!  of  many  of  the  lettci's  of  tho^e  early  go\-cni(irs  (Gas- 
well,  i^ash  and  linrke).  as  well  as  other  doenrnents  of  great 
interest  to  our  jicoplc.  I  liax'c  to  rc^pn-st  as  ;i  special  favor 
to  Xorth  (^irolina  that  yon  will  he  kind  en<ingh  to  eomnnmi- 
eate  to  me  any  of  (inr  pnhlie  doenmeiit-  oi  tla*  description 
desired,  whi(di  may  he  under  yonr  control;  or  that  y(tn  will 
infoi'm  me  as  eai'ly  as  your  eon\-enience  will  ]>ermit.  where 
Copies  of  them  may  he  ]irocnred."'  Bnt  dndge  Martin,  as  he 
wi'ote  Governor  Graham  on  ^^laindi  2l».  1^4-5.  had  collected 
no  niatei'ial  so  hiie  as  the  administrations  of  enrly  go\-ernors. 
lie  corres])on(l<'d  ;dso  with  ]\riss  Mary  Pnirke.  the  oidy  snr- 
A'iving  child  el'  (JoN-ei-nor  Jhu'ke.  and  it  was  ly  her  consent 
that  the  Ihirke  ])apers,  then  in  the  ])ossession  of  Dr.  James 
Wehh,  of  llillshni-o,  Were  tniMie(l  over  to  Go\-ernor  Swain, 
(^n  ]\rai'(di  5,  jsl,"..  he  issned  a  circular  letter  to  the  peojde 
(d'  the  State,  reciting  the  resoliuion  (d'  the  Legi.-latnre  and 
giving  in  detail  the  puhlic-  documents  ali'(  ady  discovered  in 
the  capitol  and  descrihing  those  missing  and  desired,  and 
I'etpiesting  them  to  coo]ierate  with  him  in  the  ])reservation  of 
the  niemorials  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  The  early  part 
of  his  first  adnnnistration.  too,  was  much  ocenpied  with  the 
])reliniiiuiries  to  th(>  estahlishment  of  a  school  in  Raleigh  for 
the  deaf,  dnmh  and  hlind. 

lie  nwi  his  first  Legislature  in  Xovendiei'.  184(1.  with  an 
elaborate  and  very  ahle  message,  dealing  largely  with  the 
finances  of  the  State.  The  average  ex])enditnre  for  the  ordi- 
nary snp])ort  of  the  g(^vernnient  at  that  time  was  $(i7,500 
]ier  annum.  At  the  same  time  the  income  from  ordinary 
sonrces  of  rcn'enne  averaged  $8o,()0(t.  the  excess  id  which, 
over  and  above  ordinary  ex])enses,  was  devoted  to  the  acconnt 
of  rel)nildint!'  the  ca]dtol.   interest  on  the   State's  d(l)t  \\vA\\ 


William    A.   Gkaham.  59 

it  was  liquidated  in  full  and  to  liabilities  of  the  railroad 
conijianies.  After  showing  that  the  income  could  be  largely 
increased  by  an  adequate  assessment  of  the  lands  and  polls 
in  the  State  (there  had  been  no  reassessment  of  lands  in  ten 
years),  he  proceeds:  "Xo  valuation  can  continue  to  be  a 
just  criterion  of  worth  for  any  considerable  period,  and  a 
reassessment  should  be  provided  for  once  at  least  in  hve 
years,  if  it  be  not  annually.  By  adopting  these  measures  of 
fairness  and  justice,  to  collect  what  is  now  imposed  without 
increase  of  taxes,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the 
public  revenue  from  present  sources,  now  equal  to  about 
$86,000,  may  be  raised  to  $100,000  per  annum."  He  then 
recommends  a  specific  tax  upon  pleasure  carriages,  gold 
watches  kept  for  use  and  other  articles  of  luxury,  to  go  into 
operation  at  once,  and  to  continue  in  force  until  the  ex- 
})iration  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly.  "In 
advising  therefore  but  a  temporary  provision  for  extra  tax- 
ation, I  am  influenced  by  the  consideration,  that  possibly 
it  may  not  longer  be  required,  rather  than  a  fear  of  any 
aversion  of  our  constituents  to  contribute  whatever  may  be 
needed  to  redeem  the  public  obligations,  however  incautiously 
or  unfortunately  entered  into.  The  odious  doctrine  that  a 
State  may  refuse  or  postpone  the  fulfillment  of  contracts 
guaranteed  by  her  public  faith  and  sovereign  honor,  has  no 
resting  place  in  all  our  borders,  and  I  am  yet  to  hear  of  a 
single  exception  to  the  unanimity  of  our  people  upon  this 
subject." 

There  were  at  the  time  many  railroad  schemes.  Among 
others  w^ere  two  proposed  railroads  into  South  Carolina,  one 
from  Wilmington,  which  was  by  this  Legislature  incorpo- 
rated as  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester,  and  one  from 
Fayetteville.  Governor  Graham,  Avhile  not  opposing  these 
projects,  was  very  much  in  favor  of  a  railroad  from  Fay- 
etteville to  Salisbury  or  Charlotte,  and  thence  into  South 
Carolina.  And  the  Legislature  did  grant  a  charter  to  the 
Charlotte  and   South  Carolina  Railroad. 
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.Vt  that  time  our  common  school  system  was  in  its  infancy, 
(inly  $ljr),57S  being-  distrilnited  \_)\  the  State  for  its  support. 
Governor  Graham  reeommeruled  that  the  othce  of  Commis- 
sioner of  GomnKin  Schools  be  created,  and  that  it  be  filled 
by  one  (duirgcd  with  the  superintendence  of  the  system 
throughout  the  State,  and  de\'oting  his  whide  time  and  at- 
tention in  imjiarting  to  it  vig<.»r  and  usefulness.  "The  sub- 
ject is  of  ^-utlicieiu  weight,  es})e(dally  in  the  infantile  stage 
of  these  insiituti(_ins,  to  engage  the  best  talents  and  most 
exalre<l  ])ari'ioti-]u  of  the  counti-y."" 

In  May,  l^di',.  the  rr(  sidcnt.  Polk,  calb  d  for  one  regi- 
ment n{  \-olnntecr  infantry,  to  lie  enrolled  and  held  in  readi- 
ness 1o  aid  in  ihc  ]iro.-eciil  ion  of  the  existing  war  with  the 
rie])idilic  of  ]\re.\ico,  Cbivii'noi'  (Iraham.  in  re-^ponse,  issued 
his  jiroclaniatioii.  and  with  a  nio<t  eomnu-ndablc  pr<:impti- 
tude.  said  he,  m<:ire  than  three  times  the  numbor  required 
tendered  their  service.  Ga]it.  S.  L.  Fremont.  th(_^  army  of- 
ficer a]i]ioi!ited  by  the  Federal  Government  t(.i  mu>ter  this 
regiment  into  service,  wrote  after  he  had  performed  this 
ser\dce  and  was  IcaN-ing  the  Srat<':  "Pnlilic  men  may  differ 
al)out  the  justice  of  the  ^\•ar,  but  the  goiid  people  of  the  Old 
Xorth  State  have  shown  that  in  a  foreign  war,  they  know 
no  ]iarty  Imt  rheir  country,  an<l  no  country  liut  their  own." 
Gox'ernor  Gi':dmm"s  attitude  toward  the  Mexican  AYar  was 
that  held  by  most  of  the  leading  AVhigs  of  the  period,  /.  r. 
it  Avas  unn-ecessary,  if  not  criminal,  and  was  brought  on  not 
l)v  the  annexation  <if  Texas,  but  Iw  President  Polk's  pre- 
cipitancy in  sending  General  Taylor  to  take  possession  of  the 
territoi'v  in  disjiute  l)etween  the  State  of  Texas  and  the 
Reptiblic  of  ]\[exico.  War  being  flagrant,  however,  every- 
thing must  be  done  to  make  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
successful. 

To  some  degree  ^Mr.  Graham's  first  term  as  governor  was 
devoted  to  carrying  out  the  plans  of  the  previous  adminis- 
tration fMoi'ehead's)  or  that  had  been  inaugurated  by  the 
General  Assemblv  of  1814-5.  such  as,  for   instance,   saving 
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tlie  State  harmless  from  the  baiikruptev  of  the  Ealcigh  and 
Gaston  Kailroad  and  the  Clnbfoot  and  Ilarlows  Creek  Canal, 
and   directing   the    settlement   of   the   accounts   bet-ween    the 
State   and  insolvent   purchasers  of  the   Cherokee  lands   and 
their  bondsmen.      In  all  these  matters  he  demonstrated  his 
very  superior  ability  as   an  administrator.     Especially  was 
this  the  case  in  his  management  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
Railroad.     Had  it  not  been  for  a  fire  in  Feln-uary,  IS-fS,  by 
which  the  machine  shops  and  engine  house  were  destroyed 
and  its  stationary  engine  and  four  locomotives  were  seriously 
damaged,  it  would  in  the  course  c)f  a  few  years  have  been 
made   a   profitable  investment.      There   had  been  occasional 
discussions  of  amendment   to   our   penal  code  which  would 
moderate  in  harshness  and  provide  a  penitentiary  for  a  cer- 
tain class  of  offenders  from  1791  on,  notably  so  in  1817  and 
in  1822,  bnt  nothing  definite  had  been  done  until  the  Gen- 
eral  Assembly   of    1811-5.      The   governor  was    directed   to 
secure  statistics  from  states  in  which  the  penitentiary  system 
then  prevailed  and  submit  the  same  to  the  people  before  an 
election    to   be   held   under    the     Act.      Governor     Graham, 
through   an    extensive   correspondence,    did   collect   the    data 
desired   and  published  the   same   in  the  newspapers   of  the 
State  in  the   early   summer   of   1846.      Under  the   act,   the 
question  of  a  penitentiary  or  no  penitentiary  was  submitted 
to  the  people   at   the  time  of  the   election   for  governor   in 
August  of  that  year.     The  election  seems  to  have  gone  by 
default  against  any  change,  the  vote  for  it  being  very  small. 
So  satisfactory  to  his  own  party  and  to  the  people  of  the 
State  was  his  first  term  as  governor,  that  in  January,  1846, 
Governor  Graham  was  nominated  for  a  second,  by  a  largely 
attended   and   very   enthusiastic   Whig  convention,    and   the 
following  August  was  reelected  by  a  great  majority  (7,850), 
over   bis   Democratic   opponent,    James   B.    Shepard.      Mr. 
Shepard  was  a  man  of  fine  ability  and  was  a  good  speaker, 
but  he  had  inherited  wealth,  so  was  disinclined  to  the  drudg- 
ery of  politics  and  of  the  bar.     His  candidacy  and  canvass 
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against  so  jxipnlar  and  elticiciit  a  guvcnKH'  as  Mv.  Graham 
was,  (if  course,  a  i'orloi'ii  ho])c.  Mr.  Graham,  ha<l,  l>y  this 
tiiiic,  bc'cuinc  iiiKjncstioualily  the  leader  of  the  Wliig  party 
in  the  State.  Jle  practically  ilictated  the  policy  n{  that 
pai'ty.  I  do  not  use  the  term  dicrate  in  an  (_>lfensive  sense, 
for  he  \\as  roo  courteous  a  gent  leiuan  and  too  ^vise  a  ])ublic 
man  t'ver  to  assume  a  dictatoi'ial  manner.  His  knowledge 
(»f  the  jieople  was  so  extensive  and  so  accurate,  that  his  party 
associate^  had  the  uimo>T  contideiice  in  the  soundne---  id'  his 
judgment  in  all  matters  cd'  jmlicy.  and  so  ahno.-f  iii\arial)ly 
adopted  his  \-iews  aftei'  a  coufei'ence,  or  if  on  rare  occasions 
they  ovei'i'ule(l  him,  had  cau-e  to  regret  it.  as  sulise(pieut 
events  sliowed  tla  ir  wisiloiu.  As  a  ])arty  leader,  it  i>  (pute 
pi'ohahle  that  he  was  iie\-ei'  excelled  hy  any  num  in  the  his- 
tory (d'  the  State. 

In  the  Genei-al  Asscndily  of  l^dS-O.  the  two  parties  were 
tied  in  l)oth  House  and  Senate,  so  a  compromise  was  made 
by  which  R.  B.  Gilliam.  \Mng,  was  eh cred  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  ('alvin  (r]-a\'(s.  Democrat,  was  elected  S])eaker  of 
the  Senate.  The  principal  subjects  for  consideration  by  this 
Legislature  wei'e  the  estal)lishment  of  a  State  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  at  Haleigh.  the  ilis])osition  of  the  Iialeigh  and 
Gaston  liailroad  and  the  charter  oi  the  jSTorth  Carolina  Rail- 
road. Govei'uor  Graham  gives  his  xdews  at  large  on  all  these 
to]ucs  in  his  last  biennial  message.  He  concludes  his  recom- 
mendation of  a  State  ]los])ital  as  follows  "A  distinguished 
person  of  the  gentler  sex,^  wh(3  has  devoted  much  of  her  life 
to  the  ]nous  duty  of  jdeading  the  cause  of  the  lunatic  before 
States  and  communities,  has  recently  traversed  a  consideralde 
]iart  of  this  State  in  search  of  infornnition  res]-)ecting  these 
unfortunates  among  us,  and  will  probaldy  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent their  cause  to  you  at  an  early  day.  I  can  not  too  ear- 
nestly commend  the  cause  itself,  or  the  disinterested  benevo- 
h^nce  (){  its  advocate." 

There  is  no  more  dramatic  incident  in  the  history  of  the 
State  than  Miss  Hix's  a]ipeal  to  this  Legislature,  Mr.  Dob- 

1  Dorothea  L.  Dix. 
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biiis's  groat  speech,  and  the  passage  of  the  act  on  January 
29th,  Ib-iU,  but  it  is  without  the  scope  of  this  paper. 

Governor  Graham's  views  in  regard  to  the  dis])(isition  of 
the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  were  so  interwoven  with 
those  ou  the  charter  of  the  I^orth  Carolina  Railroad,  that  I 
discuss  them  together.  He  said  in  his  message  that  there 
were  only  three  modes  of  disposing  of  the  former  road:  1st, 
a  resale  to  existing  stockholders  by  compromise  of  the  suits 
now  pending,  if  suitable  terms  be  offered;  2d,  retain  it  as  a 
permanent  property  of  the  State  after  repairing"  it  in  the  best 
manner  :  and,  od,  to  unite  it  with  another  work  through  the 
interior  of  the  State.  The  last  was  the  plan  which  he 
urged  very  forcil)ly  upon  the  Legislature  in  his  regular  mes- 
sage and  in  two  special  messages  sent  to  the  Senate.  His 
idea  was  to  till  in  the  missing  link  between  Raleigh  and 
Columbia,  S.  C,  in  the  great  chain  of  railways  from  Xew 
York  to  Xew  Orleans  by  incorporating  and  building  a  rail- 
road to  be  called  the  Xorth  Carolina  Railroad,  from  Raleigh 
to  Salisbury,  and  thence  on  to  Charlotte,  where  it  would  con- 
nect with  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  road,  already  char- 
tered and  then  being  built.  The  details  of  his  plan  may  l)e 
summarized  thus :  Private  individuals  to  subscribe  $500,000. 
As  soon  as  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  should  be 
satisfied  that  these  subscriptions  were  in  good  faith  and  sol- 
vent, the  suits  then  pending  against  delinquent  subscribers 
to  the  stock  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  road  should  abate,  the 
new^  corporation  was  to  be  formed  and  the  State  to  convey  that 
road  to  it.  He  estimated  that  the  cost  of  the  new  road  would 
be  not  more  than  $2,500,000,  and  of  this  the  State  was  to 
assume  half,  but  the  conveyance  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
road  was  to  be  in  lieu  of  $500,000  of  the  State's  subscrip- 
tion. The  $500,000,  subscribed  privately  as  above  said,  were 
to  be  used  first  in  putting  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  road  in 
thorough  repair  and  good  condition,  and  the  balance  was  to 
be  expended  in  building  the  new  road  tOAvard  Salisbury  from 
Raleich.    He  estimated  that  there  w^ould  be  about  fortv  miles 
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thus  c'jiuplt'tfMl.  After  >(>  unich  df  the  work  shunid  he  fh'nie, 
th(,'ii  the  State  "was  to  advaiin'  -lu-h  furtlicr  sum  as  niijiht  he 
U(  cessai'v  to  e(:ini]i]('te  the  roai.h  the  aninuut  paid  hy  the  State. 
however,  te  lie  ahvavs  hi  (Mpud  ju'oportidn  to  those  paid  liv 
])i'ivate  st(iekh<i](h  ]■>.  ]Ii>  stdicnic  al--o  eciuipn  heu(h'd  the 
liuildiiii:-  later  a  railr<.iad  t'mui  Ualeii^h  tn  Gnhlshdi'o  aud 
oue  froui  snuic  ])iiiiit  east  of  the  Yadkiu  to  Favettcville,  aud 
still  later  (lue  frnni  Qoldslxirn  tn  Beauf(.)rt.  As  is  well  kuowu 
this  scdieip.e  was  unt  ad<i])ted  iu  its  entirety.  .Vs  a  inattia"  of 
fact,  it  was  ouly  throuiih  uuiuy  eoueessious  aud  eniuprdmises 
iu  the  faee  of  very  detenuiiied  o])])iisiti«)U  that  the  Xorth 
C'aroliua  T^ailroatl  was  (duirtered.  The  Demoeratie  speaker 
of  the  Seuate.  CaU'iu  (Irax'es.  fully  aware  of  the  e<iiise- 
queuces  df  his  ai-t.  eounuitted  juilitical  >nieide  wheu  he  hroke 
the  tie  iu  the  Seuate  iu  favnr  df  the  railreail.  Gn\-(-ru(ir 
Graham  su]'i)<irte(l  thi<  uieasure  siueerely.  though  it  was 
Seme  uiixlitieatiMii  df  \u<  ewu.  He  is  said  to  have  drawu  the 
whole  1)ill.  wliieh  was  iutrcxhu-ed  iu  the  Seruite  l)y  Mr.  ^Vil- 
liaiu  S.  .Vshe.  of  Xew  llauover,  aud  was  eertaiuly  the  author 
of  section  4.'.  to  tlie  eu.d  nf  the  act.  (Laws  ls40-r).  chapter 
82. )  If  auy  (Uie  eoidd  he  snid  to  have  heeii  the  father  of  the 
Xorth  Garoliua  liailr(^ad.  where  there  were  so  uiaiiy  takiug 
au  active  aiul  efficieut  part  iu  its  iuceptiou,  crrtaiuly  it  was 
Governor  Graham.  Ground  was  lu'okeu  for  the  nev;  railroad 
hy  Galviu  Graves  in  the  ]u"esence  <if  a  lari:e  crowd  at  Greeus- 
horo,  on  July  llth.  18.">1.  Governor  Graham  was  then  in 
AYashington  Gity,  as  Secretary  of  tlie  Xavy.  so  coidd  not 
attend  this  meetin.o-,  ])iii  h,.  vrrote  a  letter.  Avhich  was  read  to 
the  assendtly  and  from  v/hich  T  extract  the  following-:  ''To 
the  friends  of  this  eutei'ju'ise.  with  whoni  T  have  Iteeu  ]>roud 
to  cooperate  iu  the  darkest  iKUirs  of  its  fate,  as  well  as  to  all 
the  grsod  citizens  of  the  State,  who  shall  iiartieipate  in  the 
celehration  of  its  ha]i]\v  commencemen.t,  T  offer  my  hearty 
congTatnlations  aud  good  wishes.  -'  ^  '-  T  look  forward  to 
the  day  of  its  final  completion,  as  a  tinu'  of  deliverance  not 
merely  from  the  shackles  of  commercial  hondane,  htit  from 
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the  dominion  of  prejudice   and  crmr,  wliicli,   however  hon- 
estly entertained,  have  been  the  bane  of  our  pi'osperity," 

There  were  three  measures  that  he  repeatedly  urged  upon 
])oth  of  his  Legislatures,  but  in  vain:  1st.  the  a})pointineiit 
of  a  state  commissioner  of  education;  :3d,  the  abolition  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  county  courts  over  pleas;  and,  3d,  a  more 
modern  and  more  etiicient  system  for  the  nuiintenance  of 
l)ublic  roads. 

This  summary  of  the  leading  events  and  measures  of  Gov- 
ernor Graham's  two  administrations  shows  how^  wise  and 
practical  he  was  in  dealing  with  the  affairs  of  the  State. 
Adopting  a  phrase  of  his  own,  "he  devoted  himself  to  those 
noble  studies,  by  which  States  are  made  prosperous  and  their 
people  happy,"  and  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  he  applied 
wisely  to  the  service  of  his  native  State.  His  messages, 
addresses  and  other  state  papers  were  systematically  ar- 
ranged, businesslike  and  practical,  indicating  hard,  intelli- 
gent, apprehending  and  appreciative  labor.  Their  style  was 
pellucid,  flowing  and  attractive,  yet  digiiitied  and  impressive 
In  the  weight  of  their  matter,  in  the  orderliness  of  its 
arrangement  and  in  the  attractiveness  of  their  vehicle,  they 
compare  well  with  the  state  papers  of  any  man  at  any  period. 

TO  ThjE  CIVIL  WAR 

At  the  end  of  his  last  term  as  Governor,  in  January,  1849, 
Mr.  Graham  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Hillsboro  and  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

General  Taylor  was  inaugurated  as  President  in  March  of 
that  year.  The  end  of  the  Mexican  War,  with  the  cession  of 
a  vast  territory  to  the  United  States,  presented  many  serious 
problems  to  the  Taylor  administration.  That,  however, 
which  assumed  an  exceedingly  threatening  aspect  and  ab- 
sorbed most  painfully  the  attention  of  the  whole  country,  was 
what  was  and  should  be  the  legal  and  constitutional  status 
of  slavery  in  the  newly  acquired  to'ritory.  The  Xorth, 
speaking  generally,  was  determined  that  there  should  be  no 
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(  xrciisidii  (if  sla\-('  territory,  while  the  South,  staiidiiiu'  ii]iuii 
it<  clear  I'iiihts  niuler  the  (Jdiistiliitidii.  was  e(|uall_v  deter- 
lllille(l  that  the  new  territoi'V  shollld  he  (i|)eil  t<i  set!  lelUelit  hy 
sla\-eh(ihlers  if  tlay  sd  desii-ed.  wilhout  auv  iiitorfereiiee 
^vith  tJieii'  sla\'e  projierry.  .Vev(q'  in  the  history  oi  this 
(•(iiiiitry  has  ihei'e  a|)[)eare(l  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  so  s]ilendid  an  ari'ay  (d'  talent,  of  statesmanshi])  and 
ardent  j)atrioti>ni  as  in  the  Senate  of  the  'idiirty-tirst  ( 'oniiiN^ss 
at  its  first  >ession,  yet  ne\-ei'  was  there  so  plain  an  illnsti-ation 
of  the  futility  of  all  the  wi-doni  of  the  wisest  id'  men  when  set 
in  (i])position  to  that  march  of  e\-ent-.  wdncdi  i^  controlled  only 
hy  the  iiiHinte  wisdom  of  l*i'o\-idence.  These  wise  men  coidd 
hrini^-  ahont  a  compromise  \vhi(di  coiild  ])ost])one  for  a 
moment  the  final   calastro])he, — that  is  all. 

3dr.  (iraham  was  a  very  much  intei'ested  and  symjiathetie 
ohsei'\"(  1'  of  all  the  events  whi(di  leil  np  to  ^Tr.  (day's  famous 
compromise,  and  was  in  freipieiit  commnincation  with  the 
senators  from  Xoi'th  Carolina.  Afe-srs.  Baducr  and  Maiiiiiim. 
lie.  himself.  sii])ported  that  measure  without  reserve.  In 
the  suminei'  of  isfO.  President  Taylor  <ifl'ei'ed  him  his  choice 
of  tlie  missions  to  Russia  and  to  Sjjain.  I'ortnnatcdy  fV)r  his 
State  and  country,  he  had  no  iiadination  to  a  foridiiii  a])point- 
metit.  ( )n  duly  4th.  fs.'iO.  the  Pih  sidt^nt  was  mtudi  ex])osed 
to  a  hot  >un,  and  conti'acted  a  ft'\(  r  fi'om  whicdi  he  died  on 
the  ;»th.  The  Vice-President,  Afillard  Fillmore,  qiudihed 
the  next  day  as  l^resideri.  If  has  heen  the  hahit  to  s]X'ak 
of  Mr.  Fillmore  as  a  nmn  of  oidy  moderate  alnlity,  domi- 
nated and  controlled  hy  his  very  ahle  and  experienced  cabi- 
net. The  truth  is,  he  had  already  as  cdiairman  of  the  AVays 
and  Cleans  (then  also  Appropriations)  (\immittee  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Conf^rtss,  shown  his  unnstial  ability  as  a 
practical,  conservative,  laborious  legislator.  Without  beino-  at 
all  brilliant,  he  had  in  full  measure  the  ca])acity  for  labor,  for 
calm,  sane,  unim])assioned  investigation,  and  f(n-  iirm,  con- 
sistent action,  when  once  his  course  of  action  had  been  deter- 
mined upon.      Tie  Avas  a  num  of  hiah  character  and  indubi- 
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table  patriotism.  Had  iKit  the  majority  of  l)oth  Houses  of 
Congress  been  adverse  to  him  dnring  the  h'ss  than  three  years 
of  his  administration,  that  administration  wonhl  have  been 
noted  for  its  const metive  statesmanship.  Many  useful  and 
salutary  mc  asui'es  advocated  by  him  were  disregarded  l)y 
Congi-ess.  but  his  administration  has  to  its  credit  cheap  post- 
age, the  extension  of  the  Capitol,  the  Perry  Expedition,  the 
exploration  of  the  Amazon  and,  to  some  extent,  (he  and  his 
advisers  being  in  sympathy  with  it,  whereas  General  Taylor 
was  lukewarm,  if  not  opposed  to  it),  the  compromise  of  1850. 

Soon  after  General  Taylor's  death  his  cabinet  resigned. 
Mr.  Fillmore  selected  as  their  successors :  Daniel  Webster, 
kSecretary  of  State ;  Thomas  Corwin,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury;  Charles  M.  Conrad,  Secretary  of  War;  William  A. 
Graham,  Secretary  of  the  I^avy ;  James  A.  Pearce,  Secretary 
of  the  Interior;  ]^athan  K.  Hall,  Postmaster-General,  and 
John  J.  Crittenden,  Attorney-General. 

To  this  important  office,  Mr.  Graham,  though  compara- 
tively a  young  man.  only  40  years  of  age,  came  in  the  full 
maturity  of  his  powers.  His  diligence  in  mastering  detail. 
his  capacity  for  labor,  his  accessibility  and  courtesy  to  com- 
petent advisers  and  his  sound  and  well-balanced  judgment, 
soou  made  him  an  exceptionally  efficient  secretary.  The 
measures  with  which  he  was  especially  identified  were  four : 

1st.  Reorganization  of  the  coast  survey,  making  it  more 
practical  and  useful. 

2d.  Reorganization  of  the  personnel  of  the  navy,  providing 
for  the  retirement  of  officers,  etc. 

3d.   The  exploration  of  the  Amazon. 

4th.   The  expedition  to  Japan. 

On  the  first  of  these  measures  Mr.  Benton  commented  as 
follows  in  a  letter  to  him,  dated  Pebruary  19th,  1851:  "I 
have  just  read  a  second  time  your  report  on  the  coast  survey 
subject.  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  perfect  reports  I  ever 
read — a  model  of  a  business  report,  and  one  which  should 
carrv  conviction  to  everv  candid,  inauirina'  mind.     T  deem 
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it  uiic  lit"  the  largest  refuniis.  liiith  in  an  econrmiical  and 
aclniini^trative  point  of  view,  wliidi  tlie  ^tato  of  (air  affairs 
admits  of."^ 

A  iivntloinan,  still  li\iiig  and  wlm  has  a  very  aeenrate 
nieni('iry,  reports  a  conversati<in  had  wiili  Corn.  ]\[.  F.  ]\Ianry 
long  after  this  period,  in  whiidi  he  s])uke  in  the  highest  terms 
lit  Seei'etary  Graham's  efficiency,  and  Ins  own  sense  of  grati- 
tnde  to  him  f<ir  giving  him  <ipp<irt unities  to  set  ont  (»n  his 
own  distinguished  career. 

On  the  second  of  these  measures,  ^Ir.  McGehee,  (Memorial 
Oral  ion.  jiages  125-0)  quotes  a  letter  of  another  distinguished 
senator:  "You  had  a  new  held  o|)ened  to  you.  and  well  and 
ahly  ha\'e  you  oci-npied  every  ]Mirtion  of  it.  The  report  is 
to  l)e  jii'o]»erly  characterizecl  hy  a  hold  originality  <<{  eon- 
ceptidn  and  a  fearlessness  of  rcspun-^ihility  too  rare  in  that 
class  of  state  papers.  You  have  had  to  gra]iple  with  a  sys- 
tem hnilt  up  l)v  a  series  of  almsc-,  mid  to  use  the  knifi — that 
fearful  and  unpopular  instrument — somewhat  unsparingly. 
Ji'  r  do  not  greatly  err.  it  will  give  you  more  reputation  in 
the  country  than  anything  yon  have  heretofore  ])roduced 
hefore  the  [>uhlic."'  Idle  third  grt  at  mi^asure  of  his  secre- 
taryship was  the  ex}tloration  of  the  valley  of  the  Amazon  by 
Lieutenants  TIerndttn  and  CJihhon.  This  was  suggested  hy 
Lieut,  ^r.  V.  ?*Liury.  Seeing  the  importance  of  this  venture, 
hoth  as  adding  to  the  world's  knowledge  of  that  remote  and 
little  known  country,  as  well  as  the  possihilities  for  trade 
with  its  inhabitants,  Secretary  Graham  readily  ado]ited  the 
suggestion.  His  letter  of  instruction  to  Lieutenant  Hern- 
don.  Felu'uary  ir>th,  1851,  is  characterized  by  that  famil- 
iarity with  the  details  of  the  ]U'oject  and  that  clearness  as 
well  as  largeness  of  view  which  are  fouiuj  in  all  his  impor- 
tant ipapers. 

Of  all  the  gTcat  measures  with  which  he  was  identified  as 
cal)inet  official,  that  which  was  most  fruitful  in  results  was 
the  Perry  Expedition  to  La]xin.      There  had  been  many  dis- 
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asters  among'  the  fisliing  vessels  of  the  United  States  on  the 
uncharted,  or  insntiieicntly  charted,  seas  of  the  northeast 
coast  of  Asia.  A  tishing  vessel  had  hecn  east  awav  on  the 
coast  of  Formnsa,  and  all  its  survivors  had  hecn  massacred. 
Another  vessel  had  heen  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Japan,  and 
the  fifteen  survivors  had  l)een  cast  into  prismi  and  treated 
with  great  cruelty.  The  settlement  of  the  Oregvm  lioiindary 
dispute,  the  cession  of  California  by  Mexico,  the  discovery 
of  gold  there  and  the  completion  of  the  Panama  Railroad, 
had  aroused  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  promising- 
aspect  of  trade  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  to  the  far  East. 
Japan  was  at  that  period  one  of  the  hermit  nations  of  the 
world.  As  early  as  December,  1850,  Commodore  Perry 
suggested  to  Secretary  Graham  the  project  of  an  expeditiim 
to  Japan.  Mr.  Graham,  at  once  impressed  with  the  hope- 
fulness of  the  Scheme  and  its  far-reaching  consequences  if 
successful,  encouraged  the  commodore  to  confer  confiden- 
tially with  Mr.  Aspinwall,  of  Xew  York,  who  had  experience 
in  trade  to  the  East  and  had  recently  completed  the  Panama 
Railroad,  and  certain  mariners  in  Boston,  and  collect  such 
facts  and  statistics  as  might  throw  light  upon  the  subject, 
and  report  to  him.  At  this  time  the  discussion  was  kept 
from  the  public,  because  it  was  feared  that  England  or 
France  might  forestall  this  country,  if  information  of  these 
proposals  should  reach  either  of  those  powers.  Mr.  Graham, 
upon  receipt  of  the  information  desired,  seems  to  have  laid 
the  matter  before  the  cabinet,  but  without  their  coming  to 
any  definite  conclusion  at  that  time.  Soon  after  it  was  the 
fortune  of  an  American  vessel  to  rescue  a  number  of  Jap- 
anese in  the  Pacific  about  six  hundred  miles  from  Japan,  and 
to  bring  them  into  the  port  of  San  Francisco.  The  admin- 
istration, upon  hearing  of  this,  quickly  realized  its  import- 
ance as  giving  an  opportunity  to  establish  friendly  relations 
with  Japan.  Preparations  were  immediately  made  to  return 
these  Japanese  to  their  home  on  a  man-of-war,  which,  leaving 
San  Francisco,  was  to  join  the  Eastern  Squadron  at  Macao 
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<»r  lloiiu  Kdiii;-.  Meantime  Com.  Joliu  II.  Auliek  was  dis- 
l»at('he(],  with  additional  vessels.  t(»  take  eoiiimaiid  of  the 
Eastern  Squadron.  Ijcarini:'  with  him  from  President  Fill- 
more a  letter  t(_)  the  Emperor  oi  dajian.  The  instruetions  to 
Aidiek,  ]\[a_v  :51st,  ls.")l.  drawn  hv  Secretary  (iraham.  do 
not  ()][  theii'  fiice  eontem])late  a  s])eei:d  mission  to  da])an. 
AVhen  the  -hip\vreeke<l  dnpanoe  re  aidied  their  home  esc-ortei] 
h_v  the  Anieriean  war  ve>-el>,  the  natives  i'efns(  d  io  ]iermit 
till  m  til  land,  or  to  sn])|)l_v  the  American  \c.-sels  wilh  foo(l  oi' 
watei'.  Ivirly  in  the  _\-eai-  l.'s.">2.  no  donht  under  the  nrizing 
of  ('(iiiiniodore  Peri'v  ;ind  Mr.  (_lrahani.  the  ]i!ans  nf  the 
adnnnistration  niid<  I'went  a  (dianiic  It  was  then  deter- 
mined that  Perry  should  he  i:i\'i  )•  the  command  ni  the  East- 
ern S(|nadi'on  and  that  he  -honld  izd  with  \'ery  considerahle 
r((  nt<ii'cenient  oi'  \-es<els  n]»oii  a  special  ndssidii  to  Japan. 
He  wa>  conimissidiied  on  Miii'cdi  -'4th.  IsTil*.  prepai-ations 
were  heiiiin  immediately  tii  ht  ont  his  -<pKidron,  and  he 
sailed  on  Xovemher  2-1-th,  Is.'ti',  Auliek  ha\iiia  in  the  mean- 
time, duly  lOtli,  lieen  relie\cd  of  the  connnand  of  the  East- 
ern Sipnidi'oii.  The  re  sidt>  of  thi^  ex]ie(lition  are  hefore  the 
worhl.  'idiei'c  can  he  no  donht  that  (ni\-ernor  (iraham  was 
the  jii'ime  mover,  in  the  caliinet.  of  this  e]")oeh-making' 
adventure. 

His  services  as  Seci'etai'v  nf  the  Xavy  showeil  the  couiitiw 
that  he  was  a  tine  administrator  as  well  as  an  ahle  statesman, 
as  mu;di  luaster  (d'  detail,  a>  he  was  ca])ahK'  of  takiim'  whole 
vi(ws  (if  :Lireat  ]iuhlic  (piestions.  The  Adiii:  Xational  Con- 
vention met  in  dune,  lsr,2.  Pi'csident  Kidmore,  who  was 
snp})orted  xcry  earnestly  hy  Mr.  Graham  and  who,  aceord- 
ino-  to  all  the  rudes  of  the  uame,  should  ha\'e  heen  nominated, 
led  on  the  iirst  hallot,  hut  ^^r.  (day,  who  was  still  all- 
l)owerful,  thi'ew  his  influence  to  General  Scott,  and  nonu- 
nated  him.  Afr.  G-raham  was  nominated  for  the  Viet^- 
Presidency  on  tlie  second  hallot,  recei\dnu'  2o2  votes  aaninst 
52  for  I]ates,  of  ^Missouri. 

Xever  was  a  weaker  nomination  made  for  an  exalti^d  othee 
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liv  any  ])art_v  than  that  of  General  Scott  l)_v  the  Whias.  lie 
was  an  ahle  and  virtnons  man,  but  manv  of  the  salient  fea- 
tures of  his  (•haraet(  r  approached  so  near  beini;'  ridiculous  in 
themselves  and  l(>nt  themselves  so  readilv  to  caricature,  that 
his  candidacy,  though  a  tragedy  to  the  Whig  |)arty,  became 
a  comedy  to  a  large  majority  of  hi^  fellow-citizens.  There 
was  defection,  too,  among  the  Whigs  of  the  South,  because 
he  was  thought  to  be  tainted  with  free-siiilisnu  and  among  tlie 
Whigs  of  the  Xorth,  because  he  was  thought  to  be  under 
Southern  inliuence.  The  result,  of  course,  was  foredoomed. 
He  received  oidy  42  out  of  a  total  of  200  electoral  votes. 

Whatever  expression  of  dissatisfaction  there  may  have 
been  at  the  head  of  the  ticket,  there  was  none  at  the  nomina- 
tion of  Governor  Grahann  His  personal  worth,  his  ability 
and  his  usefulness  were  freely  admitted  by  every  one.  In 
Pennsylvania,  however,  party  capital  was  made  against  him 
on  account  of  his  votes  on  the  Whig  tariff  bill  of  1842.  He 
generally  voted  with  the  Democrats  for  lower  rates  when  the 
measure  was  up  in  the  Senate  and  against  the  bill,  when  com- 
pleted, because  provision  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  lands  was  omitted.  Notwithstanding 
the  evident  failure  of  the  Scott  campaign.  Pierce  and  King 
carried  the  State  of  ]Srorth  Carolina  hx  only  003  majority. 
This,  under  the  discouraging  conditions  for  that  i)arty  then 
existing  in  the  State,  was  a  Whig  victory,  or  rather  a  Gra- 
ham victory,  for  it  was  his  popularity  and  influence  only 
that  reduced  the  Democratic  majority  of  a  few  mouths  before 
of  5,564  to  603.  The  disintegTation  of  the  WTiig  party,  the 
symptoms  of  which  were  very  marked  in  most  of  the  other 
States,  had  also  begun  in  Xorth  Carolina.  David  S.  Eeid, 
Democrat,  had  been  elected  Governor  in  1850.  Renomi- 
nated by  his  party  in  1852,  he  and  the  very  eloquent  and 
accomplished  John  Kerr,  the  candidate  of  the  W^higs,  had 
canvassed  the  State  on  Governor  Reid's  proposition  to 
remove  the  freehold  qualification  from  voters  for  State  Sena- 
tors,  and  in   August  of  that  rear  Governor  Reid  had  been 
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roclceteJ  hj  the  largely  increased  inajuriry  stated  above. 
This  free  siiiTrage  i>r(»uraiii  was  lujt  alone  in  nndermining 
the  AVhig  streiigth  in  the  State,  for  \'(:iters  were  eoniirig  mure 
and  more  to  realize  that  the  only  safety  for  shu'ery  was  the 
eontinn((l  ascoiidaeey  ot"  the  Democratic  }iarty  in  national 
affairs. 

GoveriK.ir  Graham  seems  to  ha\-e  had  no  snhstantial  <:)hjee- 
tion  to  the  extension  of  the  suffrage,  lie  was  so  mn(di  al)sent 
from  the  State  after  the  snhject  was  introdneed  in  ihe  Gen- 
eral .Vs<endily  of  iS.jO,  that  he  gave  lhe  matter  only  casnal 
coii>ideral  i()ii  until  IS.").'^  Then  he  was  o])})ose(h  not  so  much 
to  the  ])olicy  as  to  the  method  of  incor]ioratin,g  it  in  otir 
fniidamei;tal  law.  "A  eonstitntion  of  government  for  a 
free  ])ei,']>le.""  said  he.  '"is  a  com])licated  macdnne.  like  a  steam 
engine  oi'  lhe  hn.nian  fra.nie.  It  consists  of  various  parts 
adjusted,  to  one  harnioidons  whole.  '•■  "'  "'  Tn  other  and 
more  fannliar  language,  it  is  a  system  of  cheehs  and  ])al- 
ances,  one  article  ni  v:\ur\i  wouhl  not  hixvo  heen  inserted 
without  another  on  kindi'ed  sud)i( ct-^,  and  one  of  whi(di  can 
not  1)<-  removed  without  carrying  with  it  others,  or  (L-ranging 
and  destroying  the  hahince  of  tile  wliole."  He  lia])pily  illus- 
trai( d  this  id(  a,  as  follows:  "It  might  he  su])]iosed  In*  a 
suj^erficial  ohserver  that  the  hunnan  hand  would  he  im])roved 
hy  cutting  oif  the  iingers  to  eiimd  lengths,  and  the  operation 
Would  he  so  sim])le  that  any  child  who  could  handle  an  ax 
could  ]ieid'orm  it.  AujI  yet  Ave  know  that  the  curtailment  of 
an  extremity  would  wrmnd  nerves  and  l)loo(l  vessels  connect- 
ing with  the  hrain  and  heart,  the  very  vitals  of  the  system.'' 
The  freehold  qualificatiini  for  voters  for  Senators  was  incor- 
porated in  the  Constitution  of  1770  and  retained  in  that  of 
1835,  as  a  measure  of  protection  to  thi^  landed  interest  against 
those  who  owned  no  land,  yet  as  free  men  voted  for  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  so  were  represented  there. 
Land  was  much  the  more  valuahle  pai't  of  the  possessions  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State  who  lived  in  its  midland  and  its 
west,  wher(n^s  slaves  constituted  a  large  part  of  the  wealth  of 


"William  A.  Gkaiiam,  73 

the  cast.  By  a  coiiiproinise  between  these  eonflietiiiii'  iuler- 
ests,  the  hiiul  was  gi\-eii  this  measure  of  pruteetioii  in  I'ctni'U 
for  that  iiiven  slave  property  by  forbidding'  any  olhcr  taxa- 
tion than  the  })o]l  tax,  (the  same  as  that  of  the  whites),  on  all 
shaves  between  twelve  and  fifty  years  of  age, — much  less  than 
this  property  wmdd  yield  if  taxed  ad  caJorcm,  as  land  was. 
Yet  the  Democrats  proposed  to  strike  down  the  protection  to 
land,  while  leaving  slave  property  still  protected,  and  pay- 
ing an  inadequate  tax.  He,  then,  met  the  plan  to  enact  the 
suffrage  amendment  only,  by  a  bill  to  submit  to  the  people 
the  question  of  a  convention  to  amend  the  Constitution,  not 
only  in  this  regard,  but  in  others  where  it  required  amend- 
ment.^ As  a  sort  of  forlorn  hope  that  he  might  stem  the 
tide  setting  so  strongly  against  the  Whig  party,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  from  Orange  County  in  1S54.  On 
December  14th  of  that  year  he  made  a  very  able  speech  in 
the  Senate  elaborating  the  above  ideas.  That  the  Democrats, 
themselves,  split  a  few  years  later  on  the  question  of  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  slaves,  and  were  finally  forced  to  adopt 
it  as  a  party  measure,  is  very  strong  evidence  of  Governor 
Graham's  political  acumen. 

The  immediate  eifect  upon  the  South  of  the  compromise  of 
1850,  was  quieting.  The  love  of  the  Union,  that  had  been 
weakened  by  the  agitation  which  induced  that  measure, 
became  once  more  an  active  principle  in  that  section.  The 
failure  of  some  States  in  the  Xorth  to  enforce,  or  permit 
to  be  enforced,  in  their  borders,  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
(the  only  thing  which  they  yielded  in  the  so-called  com- 
promise), in  good  faith,  the  Kansas-Xebraska  agitation  and 
the  Dred  Scott  decision,  however,  soon  aroused  both  i^orth 
and  South  as  they  had  never  been  aroused  before.  It 
became  daily  more  and  more  evident  that  Mr.  Seward's 
irrepressible  conflict  was  not  an  oratorical  exaggeration,  but 
a  stern  reality.  Men,  wise  men,  patriotic  men,  continued 
in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  to  cry  peace,  when  there  was  no 
peace  and  could  be  UiO  peace.     We,  from  the  vantage  ground 

1  Senate  Journal,  1854,  70. 
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iif  the  ])r(S('iit  lodkiiii:-  liack  iipnii  rlio  2>ii^t,  can  onlv  WMiider 
that  rhc  filial  catastniplic  was  ]M)>tiM>]iO(l  sd  ]ni\<^.  That  it 
was,  is  due  in  hu'ii'c  (Iciircc  to  the  wisdom  and  iiKxlfral  ion  and 
])atriotisni  of  the  dwindliiii:  hand  (d'  Wlnu'  loaders  in  the 
South  and  of  their  svni]iathizers  in  the  Xnrth.  ddierc  i< 
sdinethinu'  wry  adniirahle  in  the  eharaetrr  and  jialhetic  in 
ihe  history  (d'  the  Old  Line  Whiles  of  the  South.  In  [lolities 
they  were  eon>cr\-ative.  Imt  in  all  that  eoneerned  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  the  coiinii-y  jIkv  were  |ii'oi:res>ive<.  They 
wero  as  ineoi'niptihle  a^  a  Konuin  .-enator  in  the  ])alniiest 
•  laws  ,if  Tioine.  Thiii'  pnhlie  lite  wa-  a-  clean  and  inunaett- 
late  and  a>  far  alio\-e  >n-]U(don  as  ( 'a>ar  wonld  haw  h.ad  his 
wile.  To  them  pati'IoiiHn  wa-^  more  than  a  sentiment,  it 
wa<  almost  a  passion,  d'o  them  the  Federal  Constitution 
was  not  a  eoniiiai-t.  Imt  the  i:i'eat  (diarter  of  an  indestruetihle 
I  nion.  the  i-e])o-itory  (d"  the  ]iolitieal  wi-doni  <d'  the  auvs,  l)y 
whi(di  Anierira  wa<  to  he  madr  ureat  and  ke)it  areat  throu^i-h- 
'>ut  all  time.  Pafrioti>m  to  tliim.  then,  assumed  a  twofold 
as])e('t — lo\-e  for  their  mitive  Sta.te  ami  hrv'e  for  the  l^nion. 
This  Min<led  tin  m  to  that  faet  of  facts.  whi(di  i>  written  all 
acr(.<s  the  history  of  the  ])eriod  immediatelv  ]U'ecedini:'  the 
("ivil  War.  namely,  that  it  was  eitlur  sla\'ery  or  the  Fniou. 
There  was  no  other  alternative.  If  sla\-erv  was  to  continue. 
tli(-n  the  rnion  must  ^o  :  if  the  Fnion  was  to  continue,  then 
shivery  must  uo.  The  vision,  of  the  secessionist  was  (dearcu-. 
Tie  saw  tliat  he  cotild  not  louii'  hold  on  to  his  slave  |n-o]terty 
in  tli<'  T^nion'.  so  he  prepared  himself  to  hold  on  to  it  out  of 
the  rnion.  To  him.  to  use  the  shar])  and  cuttina  charae- 
terizatitm  of  Henry  A.  Wise,  thei-e  Avere  only  three  jtarties — 
the  Whites,  the  Blacks  and  the  TiEulattocs:  the  Whites,  the 
secessionists;  the  Blacks,  the  Puqtnlilican  ]iartv  Xorth  ;  and 
the  Mulattoes.  the  union  men  of  the  South.  It  was  the  dav 
of  the  extremi>t.  Events  moved  too  rapidly  inv  the  moder- 
ates. Th<y  could  not  st<'m  the  tide;  they  must  move  with  it 
or  1)0  (v;erwhelmed.  It  was  a  (dioice  hetwcen  l()ves,  and.  in 
aiiony  ot  sou',  they  (diosc  the  greater,  their  homes,  their  lire- 
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sides  and  their  iieiiihliovs,  and  ever  after  their  faces  were  to 
the  foe.  G(i\-ernor  (Irahani  was  dUc  of  the  wisest  and  n(»l)lest 
of  the  moderates.  He  loved  the  Union  scarcely  less  than  he 
did  his  native  State.  He  thonuht  the  sonthern  agitator  only 
less  to  Uame  than  the  northern  abolitionist.  He  condemned 
secession  with  all  the  earnestness  of  his  natnre,  not  only  as  a 
political  heresy,  hnt  as  essentially  snicidal  to  the  hest  inter- 
ests of  the  South.  So  strong-  was  his  position  hefore  the 
conntry  at  large,  so  o-reat  was  the  confidence  in  his  ability, 
his  moderation,  his  probity  and  his  patriotism  that  he  was 
siipi^orted  by  Xorth  Carolina,  Georgia  and  several  district 
delegates  for  the  nomination  for  the  presidency  by  the  C-on- 
stitntional  Union  party  in  1860,  and  after  the  popular  elec- 
tion of  ]\[r.  Lincoln  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  the  Xew  York 
and  Pennsylvania  electors  were  strongly  urged  to  cast  their 
ballots  for  him  in  the  electoral  college,  as  the  only  means 
to  avert  the  impending  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

Even  after  the  secession  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Gulf 
States,  Union  sentiment  in  Xorth  Carolina  continued  very 
strong.  Governor  Graham  could  see  no  reason  for  secession, 
(or  revolution,  as  he  preferred  to  call  it),  in  the  bare  fact 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  (deetion.  Lie  regarded  the  strong  expres- 
sions of  the  campaign  used  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Seward  and 
others,  ( /.  e..  that  the  government  could  not  endure  half  slave 
and  half  free,  that  the  question  was  whether  freemen  shouhl 
cultivate  the  fields  of  the  Xorth  or  slaves  those  of  the  South, 
etc),  as  mere  oratorical  exaggeration,  rhetoric  of  the  hustings 
on  which  they  were  convassing  for  free-soil  votes.  He,  there- 
fore, very  consistently  opposed  the  calling  of  a  convention 
in  February,  18(31,  and  his  course  therein  was  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State.  After  Mr.  Lii!- 
coln's  inauguration,  he  hoped  that  he  might  let  the  seven 
"erring  sisters  go  in  peace,"  that  he  would  convene  Congress 
in  extra  session,  acknowledge  the  independence  of  these 
States,  grant  guarantees  to  the  other  slave  States,  which  had 
adhered  to  the  Union,  that  slaverv  Avould  not  be  interfered 
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with  wirliiii  their  hordcrs,  and  thus  uiaiiitain  a  hap})y  and 
coiitcntcd  Fniiju  of  twi'iity-scvcii  .State>,  instead  of  precipi- 
tatinu'  the  eiuintry  into  a  lilondv  and  destrtietive  civil  war. 
This  seems  to  have  In-eii  Mr.  Lincoln's  pruarani  at  the  time  he 
otl'ercd  a  seat  in  his  Cabinet  to  ]\[r.  J<ihn  A.  Gilmer.  1_mt 
later,  his  \i(-ws  no  duulit  moditied  as  well  hy  the  eurreiit  of 
events  as  liy  the  iiriiini;-  of  moi'c  hloody-mindcd  advisers,  he 
adopted  what  historians  now  call  the  Imlder  p<dicy  :  he  called 
foi'  troops  to  crush  the  rehcllioii,  a~  he  called  it.  Thencefor- 
wnvd  (Jovcrnoi-  Graham  >aw  clearly  that  there  v/as  no  other 
aliernaii\-e  htit  (•i\il  ^var.  and  that  Xorth  (Carolina  must  take 
part  v.dih  the  other  Snnthern  States.  ITe  had  no  illu.-ions 
ahniit  its  ext(  lit.  He  knew  that  it  was  to  l;>e  loni:'  drawn 
oiii.  de-triict  i\-e  and  aunnizini:'.  with  the  Siuith's  only  hope  a 
devii'c  for  ])eace  at  the  Xortli,  *>v  interference  from  abroad. 
rie  was  .-cut  as  a  deh  iiate  from  Orang-e  Connty  to  the  scces- 
sien  Convention  of  ]\[ay,  1S<'>],  and  after  stremioiis  efforts  to 
(dianuc  its  ])hraseolooy  so  as  to  make  it  an  appeal  to  the  ulti- 
mate riirht  of  revolution,  instead  of  to  the  constitutional 
theory  of  s(ce-~i<iu,  he,  with  all  other  mendiers.  signed  the 
secessinn  nrdinance,  aftei-  it  had  hecu  adopted  l)y  the 
convention. 

THE  CIVIL  WAR  AND  AFTER 

Governor  Graham's  traininu'.  his  temi)erament  and  his 
hahit  of  thought,  woidd  nece-sarily  nmke  him  a  moderate  in 
any  acute  crisis,  so  though  he  sincerely  desired  the  success 
of  the  arms  of  the  Confederacy,  (he  devoted  live  of  his  seven 
sous  to  the  cause,  all  that  were  old  enough  to  bear  arms),  ho 
was  in  o]iposition  to  its  government.  In  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, in  isiwV-t,  when  he  was  Senatr)r  from  Orange,  in  the 
State  Convention  and  in  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate 
States,  he  uniftu-mly  opposed  all  propositions  to  abridge  the 
freciloni  of  the  press  or  of  speech,  to  suspend  the  privilege  of 
the  Avrit  of  hal)eas  corjms,  to  substitute  military  for  civil 
tribun.als,  or  otherwise  im])air  the  common  rights  of  the 
peo})le.      The   disastrous   defeats   (d'   Vicksburg   and   Gettys- 
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burg,  and  the  consequent  declension  of  the  fortunes  of  the 
Confederacy,  made  the  people  of  Xorth  Carolina  turn  more 
and  more  to  the  original  union  men.  Governor  Graham 
was  elected  to  the  Confederate  States  Senate  by  a  more  than 
three-fourths  majority  in  February,  ISO-i,  and  took  his  seat 
in  May  of  that  year.  At  this  session  he,  in  conjunction  with 
other  members  of  Congress,  labored  to  procure  the  opening 
of  negotiations  looking  to  peace,  but  unsuccessfully.  For 
the  same  object  he  labored  at  the  ensuing  session,  and  the 
Hampton  Roads  Conferer.ce  was,  to  some  extent,  due  to  his 
counsels.  After  the  failure  of  that  conference,  he  insisted 
that  a  ncAV  commission  should  be  sent  without  limitation  of 
po^vers ;  for  the  independence  of  the  Southern  States  it  was 
evident  was  not  attaiPiable,  and  if  the  administration  scrupled 
to  treat  on  the  basis  of  the  annihilation  of  their  o^vu  govern- 
ment, that  commission  might,  nevertheless,  ascertain  what 
terms  would  be  yielded  by  the  United  States  to  the  States 
concerned,  and  communicate  the  same  to  them  for  their 
action  ;  but  his  exertions  in  this  behalf  were  of  none  effect. 
When  he  became  satisfied  that  it  was  the  fixed  purpose  of 
the  administration  to  make  the  recognition  of  independence 
the  basis  of  any  peace,  he  lost  no  time  in  counseling  the  Gov- 
ernor of  ]Srorth  Carolina  (Vance)  to  in.terpose  promtly  for 
the  termination  of  the  war.  The  rapidity  of  military  opera- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  did  not 
allow  adequate  time  to  render  such  interposition  effective, 
had  Governor  Vance  been  complaisant,  as  he  was  not, 
and  it  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  such  was  the  fact  and  that 
the  war  closed  when  and  in  the  manner  it  did.  Had  the 
State  intervened  at  this,  or  some  former  period,  the  disaster 
to  the  cause  would  have  been  imputed  solely  to  that  reason, 
and  ill  blood  and  angTV  feeling,  crimination  and  recrimina- 
tion, would  have  been  the  consequence.  As  it  is  all  are  con- 
vinced that  the  result  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  exhausted 
resources  of  the  country  and  its  entire  inability  longer  to 
maintain  the  struaffle  as'ainst  such  fearful  odds.     There  was 
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left,  there t'l !]•(■,  iKi  jcalnusy  or  (•(»iitr(i\-crs_v  amrnit:'  States  or 
iiiili\'i<liial>.  l)iU  a  ueiieral  (lis|)(i>ii  ion  in  s!il)iiiit  as  to  a  deeree 
of  fate.  This  i<,  snh'^tai'.tiallv.  (i()\-enioi'  (ii-ihani's  own 
aceoiuit  (if  thes(-  traii>a!iiniis  in  his  jjetition  to  Aiulrew  -Fohn- 
soii  for  ]iar(l(iii,  (hiteil  Iialeinh.  .1  iilv  i^Tith,  isi;,').'  His 
course  shows  his  ealiii,  mlilll]las-^i(llu■(l  wisdom  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  exeitiiiu'  (dreimistanees  in  a  verv  reniarkalde 
liii'ht.  If  his  eonrse  at  the  end  <d*  the  war.  set  ont  aliovc, 
was  (rri'n((in-.  it  was  ;i  \irtnnn-  erroi'.  fouiKhMl  n])on  the 
highest  (d'  m(iti\<'>.  the  desire  to  sfdjt  the  furthir  efFn-ion 
<d'  lildod  and  t(i  >ave  the  ])eo})le  (d"  his  own  State  from  the 
horrors  wdneli  marke<l  the  eonrse  of  (h'lici'al  ShermanV  army 
throiiuh  the  other  states  of  the  Sonth;  this  too  wlien  there 
\\"as  not  the  slightest  ho])e  for  a  sneces-fnl  i>snc  to  the  eon- 
test. 

lie  wa^  eh'eted  to  tlie  Tiiited  States  Senate  ])\  the  Gen- 
eral Assend)l_v  of  ISC.C,  1)!U  was  not  allowed  to  take  his  >eat. 
For  the  renniinder  of  hi>  life  he  wa<  a  loved  and  trusted 
a(l\-isoi'  and  leadi'r  of  the  people,  without  hciuji'  allowe<l  to 
ser\-e  them  in  any  |)id)lie  ofHee,  for  I'ancorou-  ])olitieiai!s  in 
Xcirth  ('arolina  prexcnteil  the  removal  id'  his  disahilities 
hefore  his  health  had  faileil — a  \-ei'y  nnirked  instancM^  of  the 
small  things  of  this  world  <-onfoundinii'  the  great. 

In  18r;7  George  Pealiody  estahlished  a  fund  (d'  .$iM(»O.()()0. 
increased  in  ISCI)  to  $:'>..">(»<). 000,  to  he  devoted  to  education 
in  th,e  Southern  states.  This  fund  was  placed  tinder  the 
conti'ol  of  Hfteen  trustees,  td'  whom  Rohert  ( '.  Winthroj^  of 
]\rassa(diusetts  was  (duiirman.  and  they  Avere  to  meet  annually. 
At  the  suggestion  of  ^Ir.  AVinthi'op.  Governor  Graham  was 
selected  hy  .Mr.  Peahody  as  one  of  the  original  trustees. 
Among  his  assocdates  in  the  nmnagenicnt  of  this  fund  were, 
hesides  ^Ir.  Winthroji.  Hamilton  Fish,  General  Grant,  Ad- 
nnral  F^ai-ragnt.  Bishoj)  Mcllvaine,  of  Ojdo.  AV.  ^f.  Evarts 
and  William  (\  Rives,  and  later,  to  till  vacancies.  Bishop 
AYhipple,  A.  IL  IT.  Stnart  and  Chief  Justice  Waite. 

'See  also  his  letters  in   Spencer's  "Last  Ninety  Days  of  the  War  in  North  Carolina," 
pp.  112-120. 
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Govci'iKir  Cirahiiui  wa-^  wIkiUv  in  svnqiathv  with  the  al- 
teiiqit  til  rcdViiaiiizc  as  a  judirical  force  the  bcTtcr  cK'niciit 
among'  the  while  voters  of  llie  Slate,  regardless  of  their 
former  political  afliliatioiis.  lie  was  one  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Conservative-Democratic  ])arty — a  ilexil)le  and  convenient 
designation,  Avhich  cotihl  be  reversed  in  Denioeratic  com- 
munities, while  it  remained  steadfast  in  Whig.  lie  presided 
over  the  political  convention  that  met  in  Raleigh,  Fehruarv 
(i,  ISnS,  and  made  a  notalde  speech  defining  his  ]iosition, 
and  later  canvassed  the  State  ior  Ashe  against  Holden. 

He  reeogiiized  fnllv  the  hrntal  folly,  if  not  criminality, 
of  the  reconstruction  program  of  Congress;  he  was  o])posed 
to  negro  stiffrage,  because^  he  knew  the  negro  was  not  fittc^l 
for  the  hallot,  yet  he  believed  in  strict  obedience  to  the  la^^' 
and  a  patient  biding  the  time  when  the  extent  of  the  evil 
should,  itself,  work  its  own  remedy  in  the  awakening  of 
the  public  conscience  Xin-th,  and  tlie  arousing  of  t\\v  ]ieo]d_e 
of  the  South  to  the  necessity  for  firm,  consistent,  united 
action  against  the  vandals  and  corruptionists  who  were  yiYey- 
ing  upon  them.  He  condemned  the  Kti  Klux  organization, 
not  only  as  unwise,  but  as  criminal,  as  a  resort  to  extra-legal 
remedies,  that  cotild  l)e  justified  by  no  concatenation  of  cii-- 
cumstances.  Applying  Bacon's  definition  of  revenge,  a 
species  of  wild  justice,  to  their  deeds,  he  did  not  hesitate 
in  his  great  speech  as  leading  coimsel  for  the  managers  in 
the  impeachment  trial  of  Governor  Holden,  to  describe  the 
hanging-  of  Wyatt  Outlaw  "as  an  atrocious  act  of  assassina- 
tion." It  is  difiicult,  if  not  impossible,  for  human  wisdom  to 
devise  a  formula  beforehand,  that  will  fit  abnormal  and  un- 
foreseen conditions,  which  may  arise  in  the  future.  In  this 
assertion,  Governor  Graham  was  applying-  this  formnla  in  all 
its  damning'  quality,  disregarding  the  abnormal  conditions 
which  rendered  it  not  strictly  applicable.  Bnt  this  illustrates 
his  remarkable  moral  courage.  Xever  in  bis  long  public  life 
did  be  hesitate  to  do  or  say  anything,  wbicb  be  thought  wise 
or  true,  on  account  of  any  supposed  bad  consequences  to 
himself. 
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TTis  health  ('(tiiiiiiciiccd  to  fail  th<'  latter  jxirt  of  isT:?,  and 
ill  187-'!  it  Avas  apparent  to  his  physicians  that  he  was  snffer- 
inu'  freni  a  heart  disease  that  niiaht  end  his  life  at  any  time. 
In  IST-i  he  Avas  .selected  hy  Viriiinia  as  one  of  the  arhitrators 
het\v(-en  that  State  aiid  ^larylaiid.  Ke  ewnciirred  fnlly  with 
the  pnhlie  sentiment  in  Xei'th  ('ar<dina,  whieli  enabled  the 
L(  uisla.tnre  of  ls74-"»  to  call  a  ednventien  td  amend  ihe  Cen- 
stimtion  of  ISCiS.  He  thtinuht  that  Constitntion  too  cnndier- 
sonie,  t<Hi  minnte  in  its  ]ire\'isi()ns  and  too  i-estrictive  n] 
th''  Leii'islatni'e  while  ])laein!^-  trio  miKdi  iiati'onai!,'!'  in  tl 
hands  of  the  govcrnoi-.  Oraiiire  CN»nnty  elected  liiin  its  del 
v.nti'  to  the  eiiiivention  of  IsT.').  hnt  on  .Vna'usr  11.  IstT). 
while  at  Sai'atoii'a  Si)rini:s.  Xew  York,  in  the  performan.ee 
of  his  duty  as  one  of  the  arhitratoi's  of  the  l)onndary  disjmte, 
he  ex])ii'ed  in  the  71st  year  of  his  ace 

"Idle  intelligence  of  hi'^  death  was  transmitted  hy  t(le- 
iirajdi  in  e\-ery  part  of  the  eonntry.  All  the  jLireat  journals 
res]ionde(l  with  leadiiiii'  articles  ex])ressive  of  the  na.tional 
hereavement.""'  Tn  Xorlh  Carolina  all  the  peo|ile  lirieved 
at  the  death  of  its  lireatest  and  most  hoiiored  citizen.  At 
the  lioi'iler  of  the  State  his  remains  were  met  hy  many  of  its 
])roniinent  men,  and  escorted  to  TJah  i.'jh  whc]-*^  they  lay  in 
state  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  iinarded  l)v  state  and 
national  troops,  for  hours  as  they  were  viewed  hy  crowds. 
Late  that  afternoon  they  were  conveyed  to  ITillsfioro.  attended 
hy  the  n.iilitia  and  special  u'ltards  of  honor  from  the  towns 
of  the  Slate,  where  they  lay  in  state  at  his  owii  house  until 
the  noon  of  Sunday,  Aniinst  ITith.  when  fnneral  services 
were  held  over  them  at  the  T^reshyterian  Church,  and  in  the 
presence  of  an  cnorniotis  conconrse.  collected  from  many 
counties.    They  were  interred  in  the  a'raveyard  of  that  (dmrch. 

There  has  lived  in.  Xrirth  Carolina  n.o  ]inhli('  man,  whose 
life  was  a  g'reater  force  for  cood  than  was  that  of  Governor 
Graham.  Tt  was.  and  is.  an  exemplification  of  all  the  vir- 
tues that  a  ])nl)lic  man.  should  have — intellip:ence,  indnstry, 
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courao'e,  imselfishiu'ss,  devotion  to  the  [)ublic  welfare  and  to 
duty.  Iniivained  into  his  nature  too  was  that  respect  for 
rt'lig-ion,  Avithout  wliieh  no  man  can  lie  good,  as  well  as  a 
definite  faith  in  Christ,  not  only  as  a  great  moral  teacher, 
but  as  the  Redeemer  of  mankind.  He  was  a  Presbyterian 
by  inheritance  and  by  choice,  though  for  reasons  satisfactory 
to  himself,  he  did  not  enroll  himself  as  a  member  oi  that 
church.  During  the  last  few  j'ears  of  his  life  (the  writer, 
as  a  boy  had  personal  knowdedge  of  this),  no  one  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived,  ever  spoke  of  him  without  the 
very  tones  and  infiection  of  his  voice  showing  the  deep 
respect  and  admiration  and  regard  he  had  for  him.  The 
feeling  with  which  a  Xorth  Carolina  Episcopalian  thirty 
years  ago  spoke  of  Bishop  Atkinson,  more  nearly  expresses 
the  regard  of  the  people  of  Hillsboro  and  Orange  County 
for  Governor  Graham,  at  that  period,  than  anything  else. 
He  was  endowed  by  nature  wdth  an  excellent  mind,  and  a 
uoble  and  very  handsome  presence.  His  mind  was  assidu- 
ously cultivated  and  trained.  He  had  the  religious  and 
moral  instincts  by  inheritance,  and  these  gi'ew  and  streng-th- 
ened  in  the  environment  in  which  his  life  was  placed.  He 
had  no  bad  habits  as  a  boy,  none  as  a  youth  and  none  as  a 
man.  Instead  the  habits  of  thrift,  of  industry  and  thorough- 
ness became  a  second  nature  to  him.  He  was  ambitious,  but 
it  was  with  a  guided  and  controlled  ambition,  wdiich  sought 
place  and  power  for  larger  spheres  of  usefulness.  All  these 
when  he  came  to  face  the  world  enabled  him  to  conquer  a 
place  for  himself  second  to  no  jSTorth  Carolinian.  Judge 
Murphey  was  a  greater  genius,  but  he  was  not  so  practical ; 
Judge  Badger  had  greater  intellectual  endowments,  but  he 
was  not  so  industrious;  Judge  Mangum  was  a  greater  popular 
orator,  but  he  was  self  indulgent ;  Judge  Ruffin  was  a  greater 
lawyer,  but  his  life  ran  in  a  narrower  channel ;  Judge  Gas- 
ton w^as  a  greater  lawyer  and  orator,  and  as  pure  in  heart 
and  life  and  conduct  as  he,  but  he  was  not  ambitious. 
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Yet  if  the  capacity  tnr  takiiiii  pains  shunld  l)e  the  test  for 
one's  greatness.  GovcriKir  (Graham  was  arcatei'  than  any  of 
these.  lie  Avas  many  sided,  and  a  great  (h-al  of  his  work 
remains,  and  there  is  neiie  nf  it  that  is  not  far  above  the 
average.  He  is  enritled  to  very  liigh  rank  as  a  lawyer,  as  a 
piifilic  s])eaker.  as  a  state-man  and  as  a  writer,  and  the  high- 
est ranl<:  as  a  faithful,  as  a  thureiigh  and  as  a  conscientious 
pnhlic  otfieial.  There  was  never  a  more  diligent  and  faith- 
ful legislator,   never  a  mere  diliLieiit   and  faithfnl  gevei-nor. 

He  la]Hire(l.  day  and  nii^ht.  in  little  things. 
Xe  less  than  large.  f()r  the  loved  eonnti'v's  sake. 
With  patient  hands  that  ]tlodd(Ml  while  others  sle]it. 


Doing  each  day  tlie  l)est  he  might,  with  vision 
Firm  fixe(l  ahove.  kept  ]nire  hy  ])nre  intent. 

His  addi'e>ses  on  snlijects  connected  with  the  history  (if 
Xortli  ('ai'olina,  have  the  same  <pialitie-  of  ain-nracy  and 
thoroughness  that  all  his  work  has.  atid  hi>  memitrial  orations 
on  ]\rnr]>hey.  Badger  and  Rnthn  are  classic-  in  their  })er- 
feclion  of  foi'm  and  taste,  and  in  tlieii'  comlunation  of.  case 
and  grace  with  accnracy.  strength  and  di^Linity. 

On  -Tnne  S.  ISHT).  he  married  Sn>annah  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  AVashington.  Kxp,  of  Xew  Pxrii,  and  ly  her  had  ten 
children.  She  wa>  a  lady  id'  rare  hi  anty  ai:d  accom])lish- 
ments,  and  the  union  hronght  to  him  as  mnidi  of  hap])iness 
as  it  is  the  lot  of  man  to  know.  A[i'-.  (iradiam  survived  her 
hnshand  iifteen  years,  and  their  descendants,  as  well  said 
Governor  Kitchin.  "in  the  State  to-day.  represent  the  highest 
ty]ie  of  cnltnre,  patriotism  and  (dtizenshi]i  in  the  records 
of  hoth  their  ])rivate  and  their  ]nililic  life.  ha\"ing  the  same 
de\'otion  to  their  country  and  fidelity  to  their  eonntry's  call 
as  the  illn>tri(~»ns  "William  A.  Graham." 

As  a  fitting  close  to  this  ]iaper.  I  gi\'e  the  estimates  of 
Govei'iKU'  Graham  hy  others,  mo-t  ca])ahle  jndii'es.  residents 


William  A.   Gkaiia.m.  83 

of  other  States  and  associates  with  him  in  the  management 
of  the  Peabody  Fnnd.  In  the  resulutions  reported  by  Mr. 
W.  M.  Evarts,  and  evidently  written  by  him,  occur  the 
following': 

"The  distinguished  public  character  of  Governor  Graham, 
and  his  strong  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the 
jSTorth  and  of  the  South  alike,  have  been  of  the  greatest  value 
and  importance  to  this  board  in  securing  the  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  men  of  credit  and  of  influence  in  the  country, 
in  furtherance  of  the  beneficial  system  of  education  at  the 
South  which  Mr.  Peabody's  munificent  endowment  has  so 
greatly  aided  in  developing.  That  our  personal  intercourse 
with  Governor  Graham,  in  the  discharge  of  our  common 
duties,  has  shown  to  ns  his  admirable  qualities  of  mind  and 
character ;  and  we  lament  his  loss,  as  of  a  near  friend 
and  associate,  as  well  as  an  eminent  public  servant  and 
benefactor." 

Hon.  John  11.  C'lift'ord,  of  Massachusetts,  wrote:  "I 
should  not  fail  to  bear  my  testimony  to  his  thorough  fidelity, 
his  manly  frankness  and  his  amiable  temper,  w^hich  had  made 
him  one  of  the  most  agreeable,  as  he  was  one  of  the  most 
useful,  members  of  the  board." 

Said  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  the  same  State: 
''He  has  held,  as  you  all  know,  nnany  distinguished  offices  in 
the  service  of  his  State  and  country.  In  all  these  relations 
he  had  won  for  himself  a  widespread  reputation  and  regard, 
which  any  man,  Xorth  or  South,  might  have  envied.  I  knew 
him  intimately,  and  have  always  cherished  his  friendship  as 
one  of  the  privileges  of  my  Washington  life.  -  *  *  ISTo  one 
of  us  has  been  more  punctual  in  his  attendance  on  our  meet- 
ings, or  has  exhibited  a  more  earnest  and  intelligent  interest 
in  all  our  proceedings,  while  his  dignified  and  genial  presence 
has  given  him  a  warm  hold  on  all  our  hearts." 

Said  Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia :  "He  possessed  a 
sound  and  vigorous  intellect,  which  enabled  him  to  grapple 
with  the  most  difficult  questions ;  and  he  was  singularly  free 
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i'nnn  all  tli<ise  iiilluciiet's  of  pa>>i(iii  and  excitement,  whicli  too 
often  (listurl)  the  jtnlument.  His  views  of  every  subject 
were  clear,  calm  and  well  considered.  He  possessed  that 
happy  balance  of  the  intellectual  facuUies.  which  is  the 
parent  of  wisdom.  Although  lie  ha-  for  more  than  forty 
years  occu]iied  a  jn'ouiinent  position  in  public  life,  and  has 
filled  many  inipDriaiit  otKces  diirinii'  time>  of  high  party 
excitement,  no  nnin  ha^  ever  ventured  to  ([Uesticin  the  integ- 
rity of  his  m<4ives  or  conduct  ;  and  up  to  the  hour  of  his 
death  he  enjoyed  the  unlimited  confidence  of  all  who  had  the 
happiness  to  know  him.  "  ''■  "'"•  T  have  I'arely  met  a  wiser 
man.  and  never  a  better  man.  than  William  \.  Graham." 


THE  VALUE  OF    HISTORICAL   MEMORIALS  IN  A 
DEMOCRATIC  STATE 


BY    THOMAS    \V.    ^rASO^' 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Our  Historical  Coniiuission  presents  to  our  beloved  State 
at  this  hour  the  marble  form  of  William  Alexander  Graham, 
that  it  may  stand  forever  under  the  dome  of  our  Capitol. 

One  who  is  worthy  to  speak  of  him,  his  townsman  and  his 
peer,^  has  just  now  told  us  of  this  servant  of  the  people,  with 
the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  unadorned  truth,  the  story  of  his 
life  and  service.  ISTor  does  this  story  delight  us  less  because 
it  is  a  familiar  jjart  of  our  later  history.  Xot  a  few  of  us 
have  seen  this  majestic  man  moving  among  us  and  leading 
us  along  the  higher  walks  of  life.  We  saw  him  as  he  came 
out  from  the  storm  of  war  between  the  jSTorth  and  the  South, 
serene,  undaunted,  pointing  the  way  of  peace  and  safety 
and  honor. 

It  all  seems  clear  enough  to  us  now.  We  look  back  along 
the  way  we  have  come,  and  we  do  not  see  now  how  we  could 
have  gone  any  other  way.  But  we  are  forgetting  how  dark 
it  was,  !N"ever,  in  all  history,  did  thicker  darkness  descend 
upon  a  people,  and  so  suddenly.  A  President  had  been  slain ; 
another,  his  successor,  stood  before  us  impeached,  distrusted 
and  despised  by  those  who  had  placed  him  in  office.  Our 
State  governments  were  dismantled  and  our  States  became 
military  provinces.  Our  leading  citizens  were  in  prison  or 
their  rights  of  citizenship  denied  them.  Our  emancipated 
slaves  were  appealing  to  us,  as  never  before,  to  care  for  them 
in  their  new  relation  to  us.  Our  wasted  fields  and  homes 
remained  to  us,  only  to  remind  us  of  our  former  estate  and 
our  wretched  poverty.  The  soldiers  of  the  blue  and  the  gray 
looked  into  each  other's  faces,  aghast  at  the  ruin  they  had 
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wniuiilii.  Avilliug  aii<l  rcaily  tn  In'  friciids.  wliile  The  fouiitla- 
tidiis  of  tIk'  Union  shudk  liciicaTli  rlioir  feet  with  a  trcmov 
iiKH'c  ominous  than  the  .-Imck  of  liatrlc  (Jnc  false  stop,  and 
the  ruined  South  with  hlindod  rauc  niiuht  pull  down  the 
pillars  of  otir  o'overnment  in  the  V(  I'v  stronp'th  of  its  ag'ony. 
We  have  calhMl  these  dark  day-  oiir  era  nf  rccuistructiiui. 
History  will  he  ti'ue  if  it  shall  wi'ito  al)o\'e  this  chapter,  as  its 
title,  the  words  of  Thomas  do  Celano's  hymn  (d"  tlie  judi:'- 
luent,  ''Dies  ira\  dies  ilia." 

In  these  dark  day-,  this  ser\ant  <d'  the  pe<i]ile  ui  wh^m  we 
ai'e  thinkini:-  n<iw,  with  luve  and  t:ratitude.  was  of  tho-e  who 
saved  us  and  le(l  us  ahmu  the  Avay  we  have  come.  lie  was 
of  those  wlin  have  i;'i\-eii  iheir  live.-  tn  the  service  (d"  the 
])eo])le.  He  wa>  ni  those  wlio  ln\-ed  the  Finciu  of  these  States, 
and  whn  oave  tn  it  its  hnld  ii]hiii  our  hearts.  He  was  of 
those  who  led  its  navies  into  far  di-tant  seas  and  nnnle  its 
flag,  not  the  ension  of  a  werhl  ])nwer  of  conquest,  luit  a  mis- 
sion of  ])eace  and  a'o<;id  will  to  men.  He  was  i^f  those  who 
sought  always  to  compose  the  quarrel  ni  the  sections  that  its 
angry  contentious  might  not  dri\"e  us  ajtart.  and  he  was  of 
those  who  loved  our  Old  X(U'th  State  with  an  unspeakable 
love,  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Ga>ton's  hymn  of  devotion 
rang  through  his  heart  always.  It  was  the  refrain  of  his 
life  and  the  inheritance  id'  his  lihiod  from  Mecklenlnirg. 
And  so  it  was  that  when  he  heard  the  vniee  calling  him  which 
he  had  heeded  always  as  the  voice  of  his  own  mother,  not 
dcuihting,  he  led  his  sons,  one  by  one,  to  the  altar  oi  sacritice, 
and  l)owed  his  o^aui  good,  gi-ay  head  under  the  btirdens  that 
were  laid  upon  him. 

Can  we  ever  think  unmoved  oi  these  men  of  the  South 
who  turned,  with  sorrowing  hearts,  from  the  old  flag  to  the 
defense  of  their  homes  ?  Is  there  a  heart  so  hard  that  it  does 
not  burn  with  sympathy,  when  Lee  is  ludding  gooddiye  to  his 
old  regiment  and  coming  home  to  Virgiina  I  He  had  grown 
old  in  the  service  which  he  adorned  as  few  have  done  and 
which   honored    him    above   all    others.     What    power   could 
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break  the  tic^^  that  l^ound  him?  We  know  that  no  political 
creed,  no  jiartv  faction  muNcd  him.  It  wa^  the  s])irit  of  the 
Sonth  ;  the  voice  of  Viriiinia  calliiii;'  him  to  Ik  r,  and  he  coidd 
not  disobey.  Like  him  was  he,  whose  lineaments  the  divin- 
ity of  art  has  now  shaped  for  ns,  with  nnerring  finger,  and 
whose  heroic  spirit  speaks  to  ns  again  from  the  heart  of  the 
everlasting  rock,  lighted  bv  the  genins  of  the  true  artist^ 
whose  sonl  it  has  inspired. 

These  nn^n  of  the  South  differed  in  their  political  creeds 
as  the  billows,  but  in  their  sense  of  duty,  each  to  his  own 
State,  thev  were  one  as  the  sea.  Tliev  were  pleading  with 
each  other  earnestly  and  anxiously  for  the  cause  of  the  Union 
when  the  war  burst  upon  them.  In  no  school  of  politics  had 
they  ever  learned  that  a  State  could  be  coerced  and  the  Union 
maintained  by  force.  They  could  not  l)ear  to  see  their  neigh- 
bors trampled  under  foot,  and  they  took  up  arms.  All  party 
lines  were  forgotten.  They  were  no  longer  Whigs  or  Demo- 
crats, l)ut  henceforth  they  were  the  men  of  the  South.  What 
followed  we  know. 

They  suffered  defeat  in  battle,  but  here  and  everywhere, 
fair  women  and  brave  men  listen  with  warm  hearts  to  the 
story  of  the  part  they  acted  under  the  stars  and  bars.  ]^ot 
the  Xorth  only,  but  the  world  now  knows  the  moral  of  their 
endeavor.  Their  peerless  captain  has  taken  his  place  in  our 
Pantheon  at  Washington.  The  name  of  their  honored  Presi- 
dent, who  suffered  in  their  stead  as  none  other  could  suifer, 
has  been  recarved  upon  our  national  tablets.  In  town  and 
^•illage  and  neighborhood,  the  image  of  their  brother  in  arms, 
in  stone,  or  bronze,  with  silent  lips,  invokes  the  homage  of 
him  who  passes  by  and  gives  assurance  to  his  living  comrades 
that  they  shall  never  be  forgotten.  Their  struggle  has  ended. 
Let  us  believe  and  be  thankful  that  in  the  providence  of  God 
it  has  ended  well  and  with  honor  and  good  to  us  all. 

And  so,  too,  has  ended  our  era  of  reconstruction.  We 
have  rebuilt  our  LTnion,   and  we  pray  that,  when  the  rain 
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(IosccikI^,  iiiid  the  tliMxls  ciiiiic,  jiinl  rlic  winds  l)]()\v  aiiil  licar 
upon  it.  it  may  imt  fall,  fnr  it  i--  I'l'UiidtMl  iipijn  a  I'oi-k.  Slav- 
ei'v  11(1  loii^vr  mars  onr  stnidiirc. 

Once  jiefdi'c.  ill  oiir  carlirr  lii>t(iry.  \vc  Lad  diir  era  (if 
rccMiiistnicticm.  ft  liriiaii  four  years  after  the  treaty  (d'  Paris 
of  the  20th  of  Jaimary.  ITs:!.  which  deehired  tlie  thirf(('ii 
oriiiiiial  Slates  'Md  lie  free,  xtvei'eiuii  and  iiidejx'iideiit ."'  It 
Lasted  lunil  our  ((Wii  State,  last  (_d'  them  Lnt  oiie.  entei-eil  the 
Uiiioi].  X()\-emLer  21st,  1TS1>.  It  was  then  that  ihe  iireat 
e(iii\-eiil  idii  a-senil)]e(l  at  Philadelphia  (Hi  ^May  2rith.  IT'^T. 
whi(di  was  ]ire-i(le(l  (i\'er  Ly  AVashiiiat(ai.  and  whi(di.  dii  Sej)- 
temher  ITili.  IT'sT.  ])resente(l  (lur  first  Constitiitidii  to  the-(^ 
thirleeii  States  f(ir  their  accejitaiiee.  dcclarimr  it<  ]iiir]»dse 
''to  i'drm  a  nioi-e  perfect  Pnidii.  e>ta1)lisL  justice,  insure 
domestic  i  raiuinillity.  jirdvidc  fdr  the  common  (hd'ense.  pro- 
mdte  the  li'eneral  welfare,  and  secure  th(^  Llessino-s  of  Hlierty 
to  ourselves  and  diir  ])dsterity."  Tt  was  then  that  Madison 
and  IlamiLdii  and  day  ]»nt  forth  those  wonderful  arji'iiments. 
nrtiiiiii'  it'-  acce])tance.  whicdi  have  iK-cdine  a  tc^xtdiook  of  onr 
eoiistitntioiial  law.  Tt  was  tlien  tliat  onr  people,  assemhled 
in  eon\-ention  at  IIillsl)oro.  in  the  Preshyterian  (dinrch.  on 
'Tidy  21st.  17>>S.  hesitated,  halted  and  adjourned,  without 
acce]»tin<:'  the  (.'oiistitution.  (Lmandina'  further  and  fuller 
safeguards  of  liLerty.  Tt  was  then  that,  in  response  to  this 
demand,  these  safeouards  were  i^'iveii  and  the  ten  amendments 
were  written  into  our  first  Constitution.  And  it  was  then 
that  our  people  assemhled  aaain  in  convention,  at  Fayctte- 
ville,  ado]ited  the  Constitution,  ei!tere(l  the  Union  and  our 
first  era  of  reconstruction  ended. 

This  is  all  very  familiar  learnini:'.  So,  too.  the  air  that 
fills  our  lunos  and  gives  us  life  is  very  familiar.  But  we 
ought  to  re]~)eat  this  familiar  learning,  because  it  expresses 
that  spirit  of  independence  which  first  declared  itself  in 
Mecklenhurg,  in  May.  lT7r>,  and  again  in  ITalifax,  in  April, 
I77n,  and  which  has  heen  always  the  inspiration  of  the 
higher  life  of  our  people.     We  ought  to  repeat  it,  that  he  who 
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may  write  of  us  in  the  war  between  the  Xorth  and  South 
may  know  us  and  uiir  motives  ;  and  how  it  was  that  these 
men  of  the  South,  who  loved  the  Union,  yet  sought  to  form 
a  Confederacy  of  their  own  ;  and  wheii  they  coidd  not,  have 
striven,  as  never  men  strove  before,  to  rebuild  our  walls  and 
to  form  again  a  more  perfect  Union  of  these  States.  It 
ought  to  be  repeated  that  he  who  writes  of  us  may  understand 
how  it  is  that  these  men  of  the  South,  who  rejoice  in  the 
growth  and  strength  of  our  national  government  and  who  will 
uphold  the  honor  of  our  flag  in  peace  and  in  war,  are  yet 
sensitive  to  any  encroachment  of  Federal  power  upon  the 
rights  of  the  State ;  and  that  this  sensitive  regard  is  a  sen- 
timent of  political  virtue  and  the  safest  guardian  of  our 
form  of  g(_>vernment. 

It  is  well  for  us  that  we  have  begun  a  closer  study  of  the 
forces  which  have  been  moving  and  are  still  moving  the  life 
of  our  people ;  that  in  the  midst  of  our  industry,  thrilling  us 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  its  progress,  our  thoughts  are  turning 
to  the  higher  things  of  life ;  that  our  women  and  men  of  let- 
ters have  associated  themselves  to  re-read  and  re-write  our 
history ;  that  they  have  moved  our  General  Assembly  to 
institute  our  Historical  Commission,  as  a  part  of  our  higher 
education ;  that  it  may  find  and  preserve  the  records  which 
mark  our  progress  and  point  out  to  us  those  who  have  been 
leading  and  are  still  leading  us  along  the  pathway  of  ser- 
vice and  of  honor  and  whom  we  ought  to  follow.  It  is  well 
for  us  that  our  Historical  Commission,  in  this  high  service, 
has  reminded  us  that  the  niches  provided  in  our  capitol  for 
our  good  and  faithful  servants  who  are  worthy  of  them  are 
still  empty ;  and  that  in  all  our  midst  we,  as  a  people,  have 
placed  but  one  statue  of  our  illustrious  dead.  It  is  well  for 
us  to  be  reminded  that  in  our  educational  progress,  great  as  it 
is,  we  have  left  far  behind  this  school  of  higher  learning. 
Who  of  us,  coming  northward  into  our  capitol  grounds  and 
looking  into  the  face  of  Washington,  is  not  lifted  up  into  a 
higher   realm   of  thought   and  patriotism  ?     Or  who   of  us. 
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ediniiii;'  westward  and  Imikliii:  iiiid  the  face  (d"  Vance,  does 
not  love  (~)ni'  State  Avitli  a  deejier  luve  (  Or  who  of  us,  com- 
iiiG,'  eastward  and  Indkini:'  into  ilie  face  <.>f  the  (/onfe<h'rate 
soldier,  does  not  feed  thai  it  i-  heaiititiil  to  die  for  <ine"s 
eountrv  :'  ())•  who  (d"  n-,  ]o<ikinii'  into  the  lace  of  oiii'  ])i'avc 
sailor  lad,  liaah'V.  standina'  midwav  lictween  the  Father  of 
0111'  ( 'oinifi'v  and  the  soldier  of  the  ( 'onfedei'aey.  does  not 
rejoice  tliat  we,  too.  ha\c  reconsi'ci'ated  the  tla<j,'  of  the  stars 
and  stri]»es  ( 

Xor  is  this  ^(diool  of  hiiilier  learninii'  only  a  xdiool  <if  art, 
or  (d'  anc(  sti'al  AVorship.  or  of  State  pride,  oi'  of  ])olite  letters  ; 
no]'  will  onr  Historical  ( 'onrini--ion  he  c(jntent  only  to  sweep 
the  dn-t  from  oni'  record-  and  to  clear  away  the  nioss  that 
has  iiaihei'ed  upon  onr  i;ra\"estones.  This  it  will  do,  hut 
more.  In  its  he-^t  service,  it  will  niini>ter  to  the  >])irit  of  onr 
]H'o])le;  thai  wliitdi  hi'oniiht  ns  toi^cther  alionr  oiir  iirst  shrines 
id'  Worship;  that  which  was  onrs  when  we  were  l»uildiii2,'  these 
States  into  the  fal)ric  of  onr  T'nion  ;  that  whi(di  drew  ns 
toucther  in  the  iii'eat  coiitot  (d'  the  Xorth  and  the  S(>nth  : 
an<l  that  which  will  he  ne(Mle(l  more  and  nioi'e  as  onr  minis- 
try to  the  heaiity  and  slreii:L;th  and  worldwide  l)eneficence  of 
onr  re]inhlic.  It  is  not  i<lle  lioa-t  or  foidish  ])ri(h'  to  say  that 
the  South  will  lirow  j^reat  and  strona-  in  nnmhers  and  in 
ri(dies.  and  that  the  men  of  the  South  will  yet  take  the  i)laces 
which  they  oiiiiht  to  take  in  directing  the  course  of  onr 
Xational  Govei'iinient  and  in  preserving  tlie  life  of  onr 
re])nhlic.  Let  ns  ])re])are  ourselves  for  onr  ministry  and  onr 
duty.  Let  ns  he  full-])ano]»lied  and  armed  with  the  svrord 
eif  the  spirit  <if  onr  ]ieo]de  ;  and  let  it  l)e  staiidess  like  the 
sword  Exealilinr  oi  Kinu'  Arthnr  ;  aye,  let  it  he  stainless  like 
the  sword  of  Ttohert  L.  Lee. 

What  is  tlie  spirit  of  a  peojde  ?  ]\[ay  we  not  answer: 
the  s])irit  of  a  j^eople  is  the  history  of  a  peo])le  impersonated 
in  the  life  of  a  ]~)eople.  Tf  there  is  no  history  of  a  ])eople. 
there  is  no  spirit  of  a  peo]de. 

Tt  has  heen  asked,   Can   Africa   he  (dvi]ize(H     AVhv  not? 
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Because,  in  all  that  vast,  dark  coiitiiieiit,  with  I'ich  soil  and 
teeiiiino'  luilliuns,  save  along  the  shores  of  the  ^[editei'ranean, 
there  is  nt'ither  historv.  nor  tradition,  nor  a  nicnioi'ial  stonc^ 
to  tell  where  some  great  deed  was  done.  There  is  no  his- 
tory of  the  people  and  no  spirit  of  the  people  upon  whieh  to 
build  their  social  structure.  All  effort  in  their  behalf  has 
been  in  vain.  They  are  still  naked,  and  the  lion  of  tho 
jungle  is  the  ruler  of  their  land.  The  spirit  of  England. 
carrying  her  drunidx'at  around  the  world,  is  the  story  and 
the  song,  not  of  Briton  only,  but  of  adventurous  Saxon  and 
Dane,  and  Roman  and  jSTorman ;  the  great  composite  race 
fitted  to  sweep  over  every  sea  and  to  rule  under  every  sky. 
The  spirit  of  China  is  the  history  of  a  people  who  have  built 
about  themselves  a  wall,  over  which  others  must  climb  to  be 
their  neighbors.  The  spirit  of  our  people  is  the  history  of 
a  people  from  whose  loins  has  sprung  our  ever  widening 
confederacy  of  States ;  who  have  instituted  forms  of  govern- 
ment based  upon  the  consent  of  the  governed,  kindly  and 
gentle  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  but  firm  and  strong  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defense  aud  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare and  fitted,  as  we  believe,  to  become  the  final  form  and 
pattern  of  all  nations. 

What  saved  us  in  our  dark  era  of  reconstruction  ?  It  was 
the  memory  of  Moore's  Greek  Bridge,  of  Kings  Mountain, 
of  Guilford  Gourt  House,  and  of  later  fields  yet  red  with 
blood ;  it  was  the  memory  of  those  who  had  subdued  our  for- 
ests and  tilled  our  fields ;  of  those  who  had  written  and 
administered  our  laws ;  of  those  who  had  founded  and  fos- 
tered our  schools  ;  of  those  who  had  built  our  churches  and 
kept  alive  our  love  of  God  and  our  neighbor ;  these  memories, 
rekindling  the  spirit  of  our  people,  saved  us.  Our  history 
was  still  our  own ;  its  light  was  still  upon  our  pathway. 
After  the  din  of  arms  had  ceased,  our  laws  were  no  longer 
silent ;  the  plow  moved  in  the  furrow ;  we  rebuilt  our  work- 
shops and  reopened  our  schools;  we  restored  our  fields  and 
homes  and  our  altars  of  Avorship ;  we  took  our  emancipated 
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^liivc  liy  the  hand,  and  tauiilit  him  his  duty  to  the  State,  and 
h(i\v  to  share  witli  us  our  history  and  our  spirit.  And  thus 
Ave  moved  forward  with  our  ministry  aud  our  duty,  until  the 
woi'ld  woinh'rs  how,  from  the  ashes  of  war,  we  ha\'e  urowu 
so  iii'eat.  ^\'e  have  avou  (Uir  yictories  of  peace  with  the 
sword  (d'  the  sjiii'it  of  our  people. 

And  of  sueli  spirit  was  he  ^vho  ('(.imes  to  his  |)laee  in  our 
ea])itol  t(i-da_v.  iii-st  of  Ids  peers  Ix'cause  he  was  th(di-  most 
flawles-  ty]ie:  lieeause  he  was  of  the  l^est  in  the  life  oi  our 
ol<lei'  f'nion,  and  of  our  lirave  youuii;  Confedcraej,  and  of 
our  hiter  and  mor(.'  ])erfeet  Union;  heeause  the  hist(jry  of  lUU' 
peo])le  was  im])ersoiiafed  in  his  full  and  rounded  life.  In  all 
the  mo\-emeut  of  that  full  life  thei'e  was  no  false  nr)te  to  mar 
its  liarmony.  Amoiio'  all  her  sons  there  is  no  (dearer  ideal 
of  oui'  mother  State  than  lie  whom  we  now  lift  up  hefore  us 
that  we  nni_y  follow  whei-e  he  leads. 

And  they,  too,  will  come  apace  and  with  cheerful  accord 
to  their  ]da('es  at  his  side:  his  co-workers,  who  have  kept  the 
s|)ii'it  (d"  our  people  nuhroken  and  uns})oiled  throua'h  had  for- 
tune and  i:-ood  fortune  alike. 

Let  (hem  leather  to  our  ca]dtol,  these  good  aud  faithful 
servants  of  our  people,  seeinc:  whom,  enraptured  with  the 
story  oi  their  lives,  our  (diildren's  children  shall  cry  out 
''We  can  make  our  liyes  suldime!"' 


PRESENTATION  OF   THE   BUST  ON   BEHALF  OF 

THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

BY    J.    BRYAX    GRIMES,    CHAIRMAN 


Your  ExccJJcncjj : 

This  evening-  marks  a  new  departure  in  historical  activi- 
ties in  ISTorth  Carolina.  The  Historical  Commission,  in 
addition  to  the  work  of  collecting  and  preserving  the  histori- 
cal records  of  North  Carolina,  is  endeavoring  to  arouse  our 
people  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  memorials  to  great  men 
and  gi-eat  events  in  our  history.  To  the  traveler  or  visitor 
here,  there  must  be  a  feeling  of  disappointment  when  he 
enters  our  capitol.  There  are  nowhere  visible  reminders  of 
those  men  who  have  made  our  history  and  brought  fame  and 
glory  to  N"orth  Carolina — our  State  builders.  Among  his- 
torians, scholars  and  sight-seers  accustomed  to  read  the  his- 
tory and  study  the  life  of  other  States  and  nations  in  monu- 
ments and  marble  busts,  the  absence  of  such  memorials  inva- 
riably provokes  comment. 

In  this  rotunda  are  eight  empty  niches  that  misrepresent 
our  State,  as  it  leaves  the  impression  that  we  have  had  no 
sons  sufficiently  great  to  be  commemorated  in  marble  or 
bronze. 

Eealizing  the  injustice  that  the  State  does  itself  and  appre- 
ciating the  importance  of  such  memorials,  the  Historical 
Commission,  as  agent  for  the  State,  has  had  executed  a  bust 
of  that  great  N'orth  Carolinian,  who  it  believes  most  perfectly 
typifies  the  highest  ideals  of  democratic  citizenship — William 
A.  Graham.  And  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  State  of 
ISTorth  Carolina  this  bust  of  that  great  Carolinian  whose 
character  was  as  spotless  and  clean  as  the  Carrara  marble 
from  which  this  image  is  carved. 

We  trust  this  is  but  a  beginning  and  that  the  people  of 
N'orth  Carolina  will  soon  show  enough  appreciation  of  her 
other  great  sons  to  fill  the  other  seven  niches  in  this  rotunda. 
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ACCEPTANCE   BY  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NORTH   CAROLINA 

Mr.  CJtdinnan : 

Willi  ;ill  ntlicrs  ill  this  iiumiiiticciit  audiciirc,  I  listened 
with  gi'cjit  iiilci-cst  to  the  appi'niiriiite  addresses  of  the  gifted 
historian  fi'oin  ( )i'aiii;('  and  1  he  disiingnishcd  oi'ator  from 
Xorthani]ttoii.  d('li\('re(l  in  the  Hall  of  the  Jlonsc  (d'  Repre- 
sentati\'e>,  and  we  have  now  hcai'd  with  plcasni'c  vonr  own 
(drxjncnt   words  of  presentation. 

I  congratulate  _Y(ni  and  through  vou  the  Historical  Coni- 
missioii  ii|)oii  the  excellence  of  your  (dioiee  for  the  first  liust 
for  this  rotunda  of  our  capitol.  1  share  with  you  the  hope 
that  othei'  sindlar  occasions  >hall  soon  folhiw  when  other  1)usts 
of  our  gi-eat  ( 'ai'olinians  >hall  take  their  ])laces  in  the  other 
ni(dies. 

If  the  sin>  of  the  fathers  are  \i>ited  n])on  the  (diildren  to 
tile  thii'd  aihl  f<iurth  generation,  1  am  ha])py  to  helieve  that 
there  is  truth  in  its  counter]»ai't.  and  that  the  viiMues  of  the 
fathci's  are  likewise  visited  upon  the  (diildi'cn  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generation.  Xo  family  in  our  comnionwealrh. 
thi'ough  so  long  a  ]ierio(l,  ihrough  mi  nuiny  generations,  has 
rendered  the  State  moi-e  signiticant.  faithful,  honoi-ahle  and 
eff\'cli\-e  ser\-ice  than  the  (Iraham  fannly.  Fi'om  the  Revo- 
lutionary ))eriod  to  this  good  day.  its  ])art  in  oiii'  military  and 
civil  life  has  heen  nobly  ])erformed.  Its  niend)ers,  repre- 
senting the  highest  type  of  cultured  ami  patriotic  (dtizenshi]). 
woithily  exemplify  in  their  records,  in  hoth  juihlic  and  pri- 
^'ate  life.  Coveriior  Craham's  illusrrion>  de\'otion  to  the  State, 
and  with  dignity  rejoice  in  his  u<(d'til  and  eminent  t-areer. 
Their  race  is  not  yet  mm  and  theii-  jdedges  to  fortune  and 
futurity  are  all  that  worthy  venei'ation  for  ancesti'v.  nntral 
integrity,  intt>llectnal  sti'ength,  and  love  ^^J  right.  ]nirity  and 
country  can  suggest. 

^Iv.  Chairman,  it  is  with  ]>lea-ure  that  in  hehalf  of  Xorth 
Carolina.  T  acce]it  from  the  Historical  Commissi(m  this  nnir- 
Ide  htist  of  Governor  William  Alexander  Graham.  Permit 
me  to  ex]n-ess  the  ho])e  that  the  st'lections  for  the  i-enuiining 
ndcdies  will  he  as  wiselv  and  as  iittinalv  made  as  this  one. 
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